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The philosophical anthology Liishi chunqiu (Lii-shih ch’un-ch’iu) contains an abun-
dance of information concerning pre-Qin (before 221 B.c.E.) culture and
thought. I began to study the Liishi chunqiu (hereafter LSCQ) in 1980 while
researching the etymology for daoshi (Daoist priest) in the LSCQ’s expression
youdao zhu shi (scholars who comply with the Way). From 1982 to 1983, I translated
the LSCQ under the guidance of Yang Youwei in Taiwan. Without his assistance,
this book would not be possible. A longer draft of this manuscript was presented
to the University of Hawaii in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
doctorate in Chinese Philosophy in 1990. The University of Guam granted
me sabbatical leave (1998-99) to revise the manuscript.

I am very grateful for the advice and guidance given by Roger T. Ames.
He suggested that I focus the study of the LSCQ on proper timing, His influence
is readily apparent. This book could not have been completed without the fur-
ther contribution of the following scholars: Eliot Deutsch guided me through
the intricacies of extrinsic and intrinsic timing; Ken Kipnis encouraged me to
study comparative political theory; Angus C. Graham and James Landers
rectified my translations of the LSCQ and commented on the manuscript;
David W. Chappell offered suggestions for improving the manuscript; and Henry
Rosemont Jr. contributed helpful insights on revising the manuscript for publica-
tion. The anonymous reviewers for State University of New York Press made
suggestions for shortening the text. Of course, I am solely responsible for the
errors remaining in this book.

I must acknowledge support from family members and friends. Colleagues,
friends, and classmates entertained numerous hours of discussion. Mary Ann
Santangelo fostered my budding mind, and more recently provided electronic
library support. Enyo and Edward Kowalski brought China closer to home,
and my Aunt Enyo prepared the cover design. Richard W. Sellmann provided
much needed financial support. My wife, Roni, used her art of fengshui to create
my work environment and encouraged me to see this project to its conclusion.
Christopher and Angela reminded me that there is no work without play. I am
indebted to them all.
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Center, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC, granted permission to reprint material from my
articles: “The Liishi chunqiu on the Ruler’s Use of Proper Timing,” Asian Culture
Quarterly 27:1 (spring 1999): 59-71; “Eco-Ethics: A New Perspective from Guam,”
Asian Culture Quarterly 21:3 (autumn 1993): 47-51; “Seasonality in the Achieve-
ment of Hsing in the Li-shih ch’un-ch’in,” Asian Culture Quarterly 18:2 (summer,
1990) 42-68. The Journal of Asian Philosophy allowed me to use material from my
article “The Origin and Role of the State According to the Liishi chunqiu,” Journal
of Asian Philosophy 9:3 (1999): 193-218. See their web site: http//www.tandf.
CO.UK.





