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“[The Future of Open Data is a] major contri-
bution to research on open data. It will be
read as an authoritative source on the subject
in Canada.”

— Sara Bannerman, Associate Professor, McMaster
University; Canada Research Chair in Communication
Policy and Governance

“What is the future of open data?” Pamela Robinson, Teresa
Scassa, and their contributors team up to answer this question,
with each addressing different issues grounded in a distinct
disciplinary or interdisciplinary perspective.

After tracing the origins of open data in Canada, the authors
evaluate the pitfalls and opportunities of open data in public,
private, and civil society sectors. They explore urban and
rural open data as well as open data use in the Global South.
Together, they examine how the changing contexts for open
data sharing and use may impact the sources of open data, its
limits, and even cause liability issues.

Collectively, the authors’ insights into the future of open data
combine their observations about the Canadian open data
community with a critical perspective on what could and
should happen as open data efforts evolve.

Pamela Robinson (MCIP RPP) is Professor and Director
of the School of Urban and Regional Planning at Ryerson
University (Toronto). She is a member of the Canadian
Advisory Council on Artificial Intelligence and of the
Geothink research partnership.

Teresa Scassa is the Canada Research Chair in
Information Law and Policy at the University of Ottawa,
Faculty of Law. She is a member of the Canadian
¢ Advisory Council on Artificial Intelligence and of the
’r : Geothink research partnership.

Contributors: Tenille Brown, Haewon Chung, Sarah Greene, Peter
Johnson, Elizabeth Judge, Tracey Lauriault, lan Parfitt, Fernando Perini,
Claus Rinner, Renee Sieber, Christine Varga, and Lisa Ward Mather.
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