
Contributors’ Biographies

Sara Allin is Assistant Professor with the Institute of Health Policy, 
Management, and Evaluation at the University of Toronto, and 
Director of Operations with the North American Observatory on 
Health Systems and Policies, a research centre focused on compara-
tive health policy at the sub-national level. Her research focuses on 
measuring and comparing health-system performance, with a focus 
on equitable access to care and the interface between health policy 
and practice.

Sarah E. Barry is Assistant Professor of Health Services Management 
at the Centre for Health Policy and Management, Trinity College 
Dublin. Her research focuses on complex systems change and policy 
implementation for integrated care and other forms of care delivery. 
She is working on developing methods for the co-production of 
knowledge that would make a difference in local contexts and con-
tribute to national policy development and design.

Sara Burke, PhD, is a research assistant professor in the Centre for 
Health Policy and Management, School of Medicine, Trinity College 
Dublin. Her research interests are health policy, health systems, 
inequities in health, and access to health care, as well as the politics 
of health reform. She is currently PI on a project gathering evidence 
to inform the implementation of major health reform in Ireland.
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Danielle Dawson, MA, is a research coordinator at the Centre 
for Addiction and Mental Health, Nicotine Dependence Clinic, 
Toronto. Her research areas range from the biopsychosocial determi-
nants of addiction to technology-enabled collaborative care delivery 
models. Her projects inform the provision of a more satisfying health 
care delivery experience for patient and provider.

Lorraine Frisina Doetter, PhD, is Senior Researcher and Lecturer 
at the Research Center on Inequality and Social Policy and Project 
Director at the Collaborative Research Center 1342, University of 
Bremen. As a political scientist, her research focuses on comparative 
social policy and international developments in health and long-term 
care systems. 

Stephen Duckett is Director of the Health Program at Grattan 
Institute, an independent public-policy think tank based 
in Melbourne. He served as secretary (deputy minister) of the 
Australian Department of Health from 1994 to 1996 and was the 
inaugural president and chief executive officer of Alberta Health 
Services (2009–2010). An economist, he is a Fellow of the Academy 
of the Social Sciences in Australia and of the Australian Academy of 
Health and Medical Sciences. 

Noushon Farmanara, at the time of writing, worked with the McGill 
Observatory on Health and Social Services Reforms, where she 
supported research projects on the Canadian health care system, 
including topics related to privatization, primary-care policy, and 
other health and social-services reforms. She is currently an epidemi-
ologist at the Public Health Agency of Canada, working on research 
and surveillance of substance-related harms in Canada.

Colleen M. Flood, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (FRSC) 
and the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences (FCAHS), is the 
University of Ottawa Research Chair in Health Law and Policy and 
the inaugural director of the University of Ottawa Centre for Health 
Law, Policy, and Ethics. Her research focuses on the role of law on the 
structure and dynamics of health care systems, and her work informs 
Canadian and global debates over privatization, health system design 
and governance, and considers the role of the courts in determining 
rights in health care. 
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Vanessa Gruben, BSc, LLB, LLM, is an associate professor at 
the University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law. She is a member of the 
University of Ottawa’s Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics. Her 
research focuses on the legal regulation of assisted human reproduc-
tion, and, more generally, health law and language rights in Canada. 

Jeremiah Hurley, PhD, is Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
a professor in the Department of Economics, and a member of the 
Centre for Health Economics and Policy Analysis at McMaster 
University. His research focuses on the economics of health and 
health care systems, and also addresses physician behaviour, funding 
models and resource allocation, public and private roles in health 
care financing, and equity in health systems. 

Martha Jackman, LSM, FRSC, is a professor of constitutional law at 
the University of Ottawa. Her research interests include socio-eco-
nomic rights, federalism, the Canadian Charter, and health. She is 
a recipient of the Canadian Health Coalition’s Guardian of Public 
Health Care Award (Academic) and has acted as legal counsel for 
the Charter Committee on Poverty Issues in a number of test cases, 
including Eldridge v British Columbia (1997) and Chaoulli v Quebec (2005). 

Bridget Johnston is a health economist focused on applied health 
systems research, including evaluations of palliative-care interven-
tions across various health care settings and the affordability of 
health care for households in Ireland. She has experience in engage-
ment with health policy makers in Ireland throughout the Health 
Service Executive, the Department of Health, and the government. In 
addition to her research on palliative care in Ireland, she also collab-
orated on studies in the United Kingdom, United States, and Jordan. 

Gregory P. Marchildon, PhD, FCAHS, is Professor and Ontario 
Research Chair in Health Policy and System Design at the Institute 
of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation, University of Toronto. 
The founding director of the North American Observatory on Health 
Systems and Policies, he has conducted comparative health systems 
research in numerous jurisdictions. He has also written extensively 
on the Canadian health system, federalism, and the history of 
medicare.
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Fiona McDonald is the co-director of the Australian Centre for 
Health Law Research at Queensland University of Technology and 
is an adjunct associate professor at the Department of Bioethics at 
Dalhousie University. Her research focuses on legal and ethical issues 
concerning the delivery of health services, particularly the gover-
nance of health systems, organizations, workforce, and technologies.  

Rachel McKay is a postdoctoral fellow at the McGill Observatory 
on Health and Social Services Reforms. Using population data and 
policy analysis, her work aims to improve the quality and equity of 
health systems and services.

Jonathan C. R. Mullen, BHSc, MScPH, is a public health student 
at McGill University. His research focuses on cancer epidemiology 
and the identification of risk and prognostic factors in lymphoma.

Zeynep Or is a research director at the Institut de Recherche et 
Documentation en Economie de la Santé and an affiliated professor 
to the Economics Department of Université Paris-Dauphine. Her 
research focuses on the impact of institutional designs and policy 
schemes on health care system performance, involving equity of 
access, efficiency, and quality of health care provision.

Aurélie Pierre, PhD, is a research fellow at the Institut de Recherche 
et Documentation en Economie de la Santé. Her work deals with 
the place of private health insurance in France, focusing on social 
inequalities and solidarity between healthy individuals and ill 
patients. She also works on the link between social and spatial 
inequalities in access to care.

Dr. Amélie Quesnel-Vallée holds the Canada Research Chair in 
Policies and Health Inequalities at McGill University, where she is 
a professor with an arts and medicine cross-faculty appointment 
in the Departments of Sociology and Epidemiology. She is also the 
founding director of the McGill Observatory on Health and Social 
Services Reforms. Her research examines the contribution of social 
policies to social inequalities in health over the life course. She has 
received numerous awards from professional associations, including 
the Population Association of America, the American Sociological 
Association, and the American Public Health Association.
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David Rudoler is an assistant professor at Ontario Tech University 
and a health-services researcher whose research focuses on access to 
primary care and mental-health and addiction services, health human 
resources, and the evaluation of community-based interventions.

Achim Schmid is a postdoctoral researcher at the Collaborative 
Research Center 1342 and the SOCIUM Research Center on Inequality 
and Social Policy, University of Bremen. His research focuses on 
comparative health policy and analysis of health and long-term 
care systems. He has also participated in evaluation projects on 
the German long-term care insurance which informed the German 
Ministry of Health.

Rikke Siersbaek is a SPHeRE (Structured Population and Health-
Services Research Education) Programme PhD scholar in population 
health and health services research at Trinity College Dublin. Her work 
focuses on how health care systems make themselves accessible to 
socially excluded populations using realist and qualitative approaches. 

Bryan P. Thomas is a senior research fellow with the Centre for 
Health Law, Policy and Ethics and an adjunct professor with the 
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa. His research spans a wide 
range of topics, including Canadian and comparative health law 
and policy, health-rights litigation, long-term care, global health law, 
and the role of religious argument in legal and political discourse. 
Dr. Thomas holds an SJD from the University of Toronto and an MA 
from Dalhousie University.

Stephen Thomas is Director of the Centre for Health Policy and 
Management and Director of Health Policy and Engagement for the 
School of Medicine in Trinity College Dublin. He has a wealth of 
international experience in policy-oriented health economics and 
systems research. His research interests include health-system resil-
ience, health care reform, and policy analysis.

Carolyn Hughes Tuohy is Professor Emeritus and distinguished 
fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy, 
University of Toronto. She holds a PhD from Yale University. She 
specializes in comparative public policy, with an emphasis on social 
policy. Her most recent book is Remaking Policy: Scale, Pace and Political 
Strategy in Health Care Reform (University of Toronto Press, 2018).




