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In recent years there has been an explosion of interest in local politics and the 
governance of cities – both in Canada and around the world. Globally, the city has 
become a consequential site where instances of social conflict and of cooperation 
play out. Urban centres are increasingly understood as vital engines of innovation 
and prosperity and a growing body of interdisciplinary research on urban issues 
suggests that high-performing cities have become crucial to the success of nations, 
even in the global era. Yet at the same time, local and regional governments continue 
to struggle for political recognition and for the policy resources needed to manage 
cities, to effectively govern, and to achieve sustainable growth.

The purpose of the McGill-Queen’s Studies in Urban Governance series is to high-
light the growing importance of municipal issues, local governance, and the need for 
policy reform in urban spaces. The series aims to answer the question “why do cities 
matter?” while exploring relationships between levels of government and examining 
the changing dynamics of metropolitan and community development. By taking a 
four-pronged approach to the study of urban governance, the series encourages de-
bate and discussion of: (1) actors, institutions, and how cities are governed; (2) policy 
issues and policy reform; (3) the city as case study; and (4) urban politics and policy 
through a comparative framework.

With a strong focus on governance, policy, and the role of the city, this series 
welcomes manuscripts from a broad range of disciplines and viewpoints.
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