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Policy making in the modern world has become a complex matter. Much 
policy is formed through negotiations between governments at several different 
levels, because each has particular resources that can be brought to bear on 
problems. At the same time, non-governmental organizations make demands 
about policy and can help in policy formation and implementation. In this 
context, works in this series explore how policy is made within municipalities 
through processes of intergovernmental relations and with the involvement of 
social forces of all kinds. 

The Fields of Governance series arises from a large research project, funded 
mainly by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, 
entitled Multilevel Governance and Public Policy in Canadian Municipalities. 
This project has involved more than eighty scholars and a large number of 
student assistants. At its core are studies of several policy ields, each of which 
was examined in a variety of municipalities. Our objectives are not only to 
account for the nature of the policies but also to assess their quality and to 
suggest improvements in policy and in the policy-making process. 

The Fields of Governance series is designed for scholars, practitioners, and 
interested readers from many backgrounds and places. 
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