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The Scott Advisory Board and the editors o f the Edinburgh Edition o f the 
Waverley Novels wish to express their gratitude to The University Court of 
the University of Edinburgh for its vision in initiating and supporting the 
preparation o f the first critical edition of Walter Scott’s fiction. Those Uni­
versities which employ the editors have also contributed greatly in paying 
the editors ’ salaries, and awarding research leave and grants for travel and 
materials.

Although the edition is the work o f scholars employed by universities, the 
project could not have prospered without the help of the sponsors cited below. 
Their generosity has met the direct costs o f the initial research and o f the 
preparation o f the text of the first eight novels to appear in this edition.

B A N K  O F  S C O T L A N D
The collapse o f the great Editiburgh publisher Archibald Constable in January 
1826 entailed the ruin o f Sir Walter Scott who found himself responsible for 
his own private debts, for the debts o f the printing business o f James Ballan- 
tyne and Co. in which he was co-partner, and for the bank advances to 
Archibald Constable which had been guaranteed by the printing business. 
Scott’s largest creditors were Sir William Forbes and Co., bankers, and the 
Bank o f Scotland. On the advice of Sir William Forbes himself, the creditors 
did not sequester his property, but agreed to the creation of a trust to which he 
committed his future literary earnings, and which ultimately repaid the debts 
of over £120,000 for which he was legally liable.

In the same year the Government proposed to curtail the rights o f the 
Scottish banks to issue their own notes; Scott wrote the ‘Letters ofMalachi 
Malagrowther’ in their defence, arguing that the measure was neither in the 
interests o f the banks nor ofScotland, The 'Letters ’ were so successful that the 
Government was forced to withdraw its proposal and to this day the Scottish 
Banks issue their own notes.

A  portrait of Sir Walter appears on all cu rrent bank notes of the Bank of 
Scotland because Scott was a champion o f Scottish banking, and because he 
was an illustrious and honourable customer not just of the Bank o f Scotland 
itself, but also o f three other banks now incorporated within it— the British 
Linen Bank which continues today as the merchant banking arm of the Bank of 
Scotland, Sir William Forbes and Co., and Ramsays, Bonars and Company.

Bank of Scotland’s support o f the EEWN continues its long and fruitful 
involvement with the affairs o f Walter Scott.
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T H E  B R I T I S H  A C A D E M Y
The assistance of the British Academy in awarding a series of Major Research 
Grants in support of the Edition’s Research Fellows has been of the greatest 
consequence, has been much appreciated, and has been received with gratitude.

O T H E R  B E N E F A C T O R S
The Advisory Board and editors also wish to acknowledge with gratitude the 
generous grants, gifts and assistance to the EEWN from the P. F. Charitable 
Trust, the main charitable trust of the Fleming family which founded and still 
has a controlling interest in the City firm of Robert Fleming Holdings 
Limited; the Edinburgh University General Council Trust, now incorporated 
within the Edinburgh University Development Trust, and the alumni who 
contributed to the Trust; Sir Gerald Elliott; the Robertson Trust; and the 
Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland.

L I B R A RI E S
Without the generous assistance of the two great repositories of Scott manu­
scripts, the National Library of Scotland and the Pierpont Morgan Lib­
rary, New York, it would not have been possible to have undertaken the editing 
of Scott’s novels, and the Board and editors cannot overstate the extent to which 
they are indebted to their Trustees and staffs. In particular they wish to pay 
tribute to the late Professor Denis Roberts, Librarian of the National 
Library, who served on the Scott Advisory Board, who persuaded many of his 
colleagues in Britain and throughout the world to assist the Edition, and whose 
determination brought about the repatriation in ig86 of the Pforzheimer 
Library’s Scott manuscripts and ofthe Interleaved Set ofthe Waverley Novels.

I V A N H O E
No one can work on an edition such as this without owing a great deal to 
various libraries. The manuscript of Ivanhoe belongs to the Pierpont Morgan 
Library and their generous willingness to allow the manuscript to be on deposit 
in the National Library of Scotland made the whole task of collation much 
easierfor those working on it. To the staff of the National Library ofScotland, 
that most pleasant of libraries, the editor gives thanks for their help, particularly 
with manuscript material. He is also very grateful to the staff of the Baillieu 
Library of the University of Melbourne for facilitating access to the library’s 
splendid collection of early Scott editions given by Dr Orde Poynton andprovid- 
ing microfilms o f some of them. Thanks also to Macquarie University Library 
for allowing extended loan of their copy of the octavo Historical Romances 
and to the Beinecke Library and Yale University Library, the Bodleian Library, 
the Harvard College Library, the New York Public Library and the library> of 
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary for providing microfilms o f early editions. 
The editor would especially like to thank the staff of Flinders University Lib­
rary, particularly Jenny Reid, Tony Nicholson, Peter Saunders and Gerry



Stafford, for their help with queries and in searching out rare and obscure books 
and procuring microfilms of early editions of Scott. Individuals have also given 
access to their personal copies of early editions and the editor is grateful to Rodney 
Cockington who lent, for a number o f years, his copy o f the partially reset first 
edition. Tony Inglis also kindly gave access to his copy of the first edition with 
spurious second edition title page.

The Australian Research Council assisted this research for three years with a 
grant and the project also had financial support from Flinders University.

A  number of people have contributed in various ways to this volume although 
the editor takes full responsibility for its final form. He has been greatly assisted 
by a number o f research assistants to whom he is very grateful. Sue Tulloch 
undertook one o f the three collations of the manuscript with the first edition, 
sharing with the editor the encounter with Scott’s handwriting, and helped 
with many other aspects o f the research. Alison Lumsden, the EEWN research 

fellow, did another of the manuscript collations and was always a source of 
information and encouragement on the editor’s visits to Edinburgh. Judy King 
collated several o f the printed texts with great care and accuracy and collected 
printed material relevant to the essay on the text and showed a constant interest 
in the work. Above all, the editor would like to record his debt to his principal 
research assistant, Anne Chittleborough, who searched far and wide for 
material, and made the first draft, for most o f the notes. He is deeply indebted 
to her not only for research assistance but also for her constant cheerfulness, 
calmness and kindness.

Various people have offered the editor valuable assistance, encouragement 
and advice over the years and he would particularly like to thank: J. H. 
Alexander, Ian Duncan, Ina Ferris, Penny Fielding, Peter Garside, Claire 
Lamont, Gene LeMire, and Jane Millgate. He must also thank those who have 
answered various queries, Thomas Craik, Roy Pinkerton, his colleagues at 
Flinders University, particularly Humphrey Tranter and Felicity Hughes, as 
well as Leonard Boyle (Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana) and the staff o f the 
National Museums o f Scotland. Reliability is an essential attribute o f a schol­
arly edition, and, for their most important role in achieving this, thanks are 
due to the EEWN proof-readers, Ian Clark, Gillian Hughes, Wayne Price, 
and Mairi Robinson. For the editor it has been a great privilege and pleasure 
to work with David Hewitt, the Editor-in-chief o f this Edition, whose wide 
knowledge and critical and editorial acumen have enriched this volume in 
many ways.

Finally the editor would like to thank his family, his wife and daughter, for 
allowing that very demanding house-guest Ivanhoe, into their lives and home 
over a number o f years. He could never have completed this edition without 
their encouragement, support andforbearance and to them he dedicates his part 
in this volume.

The General Editor for this volume was David Hewitt.
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