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The Edinburgh Encyclopaedia of Modern Criticism and Theory offers the student and scholar of

literary and cultural studies the most comprehensive, single-volume guide to the history

and development of criticism in the humanities.

In a clearly organized format, this major reference work takes the reader through

introductions to historically influential philosophers, literary critics, schools of thought and

movements from Spinoza and Descartes to phenomenology and Heidegger, before turning

to its three principal areas of critical attention: Europe, North America and Great Britain.

Addressing the development of literary criticism and theory within the cultural,

ideological, historical and institutional parameters of their growth, this volume provides

simultaneously a stimulating introduction to theoretical engagement in the humanities,

while also offering lucidly written critical interventions into current theory and criticism.

Furthermore, while remaining aware of the importance of various contexts within which

criticism has grown, the essays also concern themselves with the cross-fertilization between

the various academic and intellectual cultures under consideration.

With more than 100 essays from an internationally renowned body of scholars, all of

whom are recognized experts in their respective fields, The Edinburgh Encyclopaedia of

Modern Criticism and Theory offers student readers, scholars and libraries a unique,

challenging and indispensable reference guide.

Julian Wolfreys is Associate Professor of Victorian literary and cultural studies with the

Department of English at the University of Florida. The author and editor of numerous

books and articles, his most recent publications are Readings: Acts of Close Reading in

Literary Theory (EUP) and Victorian Haunting: Spectrality, Gothic, the Uncanny (Palgrave).
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