
vii

Acknowledgements

I owe a debt of gratitude to those who very kindly read all or part of 
this book in its latter stages, saving my blushes on a number of points 
and improving the text in countless ways. I would like to register par-
ticular thanks to Frederiek Depoortere, Emma Gilby, John O’Brien, 
Joeri Schrijvers and Kenneth Watkin. I would like to thank Ian James 
and Martin Crowley for providing feedback and encouragement at an 
early stage in the project’s life, along with three anonymous readers for 
Edinburgh University Press who offered incisive and detailed feedback 
on the fi rst chapter at a critical point in the book’s development, and to 
two anonymous readers for French Studies whose invaluable comments 
on arguments from the second chapter led to a substantial re-write. The 
problems that no doubt still remain are all my own.

My gratitude goes to Carol Macdonald at Edinburgh University 
Press for the care and professionalism with which she has handled the 
project from start to fi nish. I am grateful to the Master and Fellows 
of Magdalene College, Cambridge, and the President and Fellows of 
Murray Edwards College, Cambridge, for their encouragement with 
the project at every phase.

My profoundest admiration is reserved for Alison, who has lived 
with my tinkering away on this book at unconventional hours with a 
grace and largeness of spirit that speak of a greater love than I can here 
express. ‘We love because he fi rst loved us.’

WATKIN PRINT.indd   viiWATKIN PRINT.indd   vii 18/03/2011   12:1518/03/2011   12:15


