Acknowledgements

This book was written with the support of a Research Leave grant
from the Arts and Humanities Research Council of Great Britain. I am
grateful to the AHRC for this vital assistance.

It has been a pleasure to work with Edinburgh University Press on
this project. The Edinburgh History of Twentieth-Century Literature
in Britain was first introduced to me by Jackie Jones, who has been a
crucial influence on this series and an unfailing source of clarification
and information for me as a contributor. I have been fortunate to work
with Randall Stevenson as General Editor. Having read and commented
on my initial proposal, he also offered detailed comments on every
chapter of the completed book. While his expert advice on the work has
been tremendously useful, writing this book has also brought me access
to Randall’s regular updates, usually wry and stoical, on the fortunes of
St Mirren FC.

I wrote this book while working in English and Humanities at
Birkbeck College, University of London. I am once again grateful to my
colleagues for the creative and supportive atmosphere that they have
fostered. Steven Connor, Esther Leslie, Mpalive Msiska, Gill Partington,
William Rowe, Laura Salisbury, Lynne Segal and Carol Watts are
among those who have most enriched the conversation about the litera-
ture of the contemporary period and recent past. I wish to give special
thanks to Roger Luckhurst, an exemplary colleague who over several
years has been supportive of my work in general, and of this research
project in particular. Thanks also to Julie Crofts for textual information.

I have benefited from the support, advice and encouragement of both
my parents, Liz and Pete Brooker. My father also gave particularly valu-
able assistance in seeking illustrations. I am grateful to Alan Denney for
the use of two of his photographs, and to Alasdair Gray for the use of
an image from Lanark. My brother Will also gave advice on images. I
have enjoyed sharing reminiscences of the 1980s with him, ever since



Acknowledgements vii

the days when we experienced them together. I dedicate the book to my
grandparents, who have survived not only the 1980s but everything else
since James Joyce published Ulysses.

Other friends, over a number of years, have also discussed this period
with me. From the academy they include Claire Feehily, Finn Fordham,
Andrew Gibson, David James, Nola Merckel, Kaye Mitchell, Nigel
Parke, Paul Sheehan, Tony Sweeney and Scott Thurston. Beyond it, I
have savoured the writing and conversation of Travis Elborough, Tom
Ewing, Alistair Fitchett, Tim Hopkins, Peter Miller, Chris Roberts and
Mark Sinker. Stephen Troussé has shared distinctive shafts of illumina-
tion and recollection about the period over fifteen years of friendship.
But the most formidable memory of the 1980s I know is that of Michael
Jones, who can still recite every Everton result and Wirral bus timetable
from the decade. For this and many other virtues, I salute him.

JB
March 2010



