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The collapse of the great Edinburgh publisher Archibald Constable in January
1826 entailed the ruin of Sir Walter Scott who found himself responsible for
his own private debts, for the debts of the printing business of James Ballan-
tyne and Co. in which he was co-partner, and for the bank advances to
Archibald Constable which had been guaranteed by the printing business.
Scott’s largest creditors were Sir William Forbes and Co., bankers, and the
Bank of Scotland. On the advice of Sir William Forbes himself, the creditors
did not sequester his property, but agreed to the creation of a trust to which he
committed his future literary earnings, and which ultimately repaid the debts
of over £120,000 for which he was legally liable.

In the same year the Government proposed to curtail the rights of the
Scottish banks to issue their own notes; Scott wrote the ‘Letters of Malachi
Malagrowther’ in their defence, arguing that the measure was neither in the
interests of the banks nor of Scotland. The ‘Letters’ were so successful that the
Government was forced to withdraw its proposal and to this day the Scottish
Banks issue their own notes.

A portrait of Sir Walter appears on all current bank notes of the Bank of
Scotland because Scott was a champion of Scottish banking, and because he
was an illustrious and honourable customer not just of the Bank of Scotland
itself, but also of three other banks now incorporated within it—the British
Linen Bank, Sir William Forbes and Co., and Ramsays, Bonars and Com-
pany.

Bank of Scotland’s support of the EEWN continues its long and fruitful
involvement with the affairs of Walter Scott.
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like to thank Principal C. Duncan Rice, Dr Iain Beavan, head of Special
Collections, the reading-room supervisor Ms Michelle Gait, and
her colleagues, for all they have done for this edition of  Rob Roy over many years.

Elucidating Scott’s novels requires knowledge that no one person possesses,
but those who read and work on Scott constitute a community on whose col-lective
experience the editor drew liberally. Professor Jane Millgate is always
hugely supportive, and her Union Catalogue of Walter Scott Correspondence
was repeatedly used. The editor’s indebtedness to the published work of Pro-
fessor Ian Duncan, Professor David Stevenson, and Professor William B.
Todd is registered in the notes, and the Edition’s consultants, Professor John
Cairns (Law), Professor Thomas Craik (literary allusions), Dr Caroline
Jackson Houlston (popular song), Professor Donald Meek (Gaelic), Mr Roy
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colleagues. The work and the wisdom of Professor Peter Garside, Professor
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ways. The textual investigation gained immeasurably from the skill and
acumen of Dr Alison Lumsden when research fellow on the Edition. The
criticism of Dr J. H. Alexander, who as general editor was involved in every
aspect of the editing of Rob Roy, from selecting emendations to assessing the
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throughout been pertinent and acute. If this edition meets the standards set
elsewhere in the series it is Ian Alexander who ensured that it does so.

It has taken a long time to prepare Rob Roy, during which time the
editor’s wife and family had to live with obsessive commentary on how a
quotation was tracked, and on the extraordinary learning and creativity of
Walter Scott: he thanks them for maintaining their supportive curiosity over
such a long period.

The General Editor for this volume was Dr J. H. Alexander, who also
prepared the glossary.


