
c on t e n t s

Illustrations  ix
Acknowledgments  xi

		  Introduction: The New Labor of School Decision-Making  
in an Era of School Choice	 1

	 1	 A Mother’s Duty: Gendered Work and the School  
Search Process	 25

	 2	 “What I Want for My Kids”: Classed Work and  
Parenting Search Logics	 51

	 3	 You Don’t Really Feel the Diversity: Racialized Work  
and the Search for a Racially Inclusive School	 77

	 4	 Dealing with the World Outside the Door: Community  
Work and Cultivating Neighborhood Engagement	 104

		  Conclusion: An Uncertain Future:  
School Decision-Making at a Crossroads	 132

Methodological Appendix  145
Notes  153

Bibliography  165
Index  183




