Acknowledgments  ix

Introduction 1
Part I. What Does Religion Look Like in the World Today? 21
1 What Is Religion? 25
2 What Is Happening to Religion in the Modern World? 38
Part Il. How Do Religions Gain Their Power? 63
3 The Demand for Religion 65

4 Choosing Communities: The Platform Model of Religion 88

s Ritual and Social Bonding 105
6 Religion and Belief 121
7 Religion, Narrative, and Meaning 148
8 The Evolutionary Origins of Enchantment 175

9 The Temple Society—and Other Business Models 197

vii



viii CONTENTS

Part lll. Religion and the Uses of Power 233
10 Religion and Politics 235
11 The Great Religion Gender Gap? 264
12 The Abuse of Religious Power 278
Part IV. Conclusion 297
13 The Past and Future of Religion 299
14 Conclusion 326

Statistical Appendix 343
Notes 365
Bibliography 409
Index 453



