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I have been immensely fortunate in the many friends, family, and col-
leagues who have given generously of their time, expertise, and judg-
ment to help improve this book. For comments on all or part of the 
manuscript I am grateful to Bina Agarwal, Ingela Alger, Richard 
Andrews, Terri Apter, David Austen-Smith, Margaret Bent, Jeanet Sinding 
Bentzen, Corinne Bonnet, Robin Briggs, Wendy Carlin, Eric Chaney, 
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Seabright, Luke Seabright, Richard Sheahan, Kim Sterelny, Alan 
Strathern, David Vines, Chris Von Rueden, Charlotte Wang, Harvey 
Whitehouse, Andrew Wilson, and Michael Wilson. The book has been 
much changed and improved by their contributions, but they should 
not be presumed to agree that it has improved enough.
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understanding the Catholic Church. Talking on many occasions to 
Brian Boyd was a formative experience in thinking about narratives. 
Kim Sterelny has repeatedly challenged my lazy thinking about religion 
and its origins. Conversations with Gani Aldashev, Coren Apicella, 
Robert Barro, Samuel Bowles, Gloria Carnevali, Jean-Paul Carvalho, Eric 
Crubézy, Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Mireille Gealageas, Andrew 
Goreing, Susan Greenfield, Pauline Grosjean, David Hart, César Hidalgo, 
Angela Hobbs, Antoine Jacquet, Hillard Kaplan, Agnès Klarsfeld, Alain 
Klarsfeld, Nathalie Luca, Mary Morgan, David Newbery, Rory 
O’Connor, Jean-Philippe Platteau, Nicholas Rawlins, Rupert Shortt, 
David Soskice, Susie Symes, Benoit Vermander, Frans de Waal, and Se 
Yan have all left their mark on this book.

Over the more than ten years that I have been working on this proj
ect, my colleagues in Toulouse, at both the Toulouse School of Eco-
nomics and the Institute for Advanced Study in Toulouse (IAST), have 
been a constant source of inspiration and delight. Delphine Pouts was 
an outstanding administrative support to me during the nine years 
I was director of IAST. As well as those I’ve already thanked, I’d like to 
mention Jean-François Bonnefon, Margot Dazey, Maxime Derex, Ray 
Duch, Mohamed Saleh, Manvir Singh, Jennifer Stephenson, Jonathan 
Stieglitz, Jean Tirole, and Karine Van Der Straeten, with all of whom 
I’ve had fruitful discussions of these issues.

Much of the book was written while I was a Two-Year Fellow at All 
Souls College, Oxford, from 2021 to 2023, for the first year of which I was 
fortunate to have sabbatical leave from the University of Toulouse. I’m 
extremely grateful to John Vickers, warden of All Souls, as well as to the 
Fellows for allowing me this privileged time of quiet and reflection. David 
Addison, Katherine Backler, Ruth Harris, James Malcolmson, Miriam 
Meyerhoff, Catherine Morgan, Stephen Smith, and Amia Srinivasan 
gave me many valuable ideas and suggestions.

My coauthors on topics related to this project include Emmanuelle 
Auriol, Diego Delissaint, Maleke Fourati, Selin Goksel, Julia Hoefer, 
César Mantilla, Emanuela Migliaccio, Josepa Miquel-Florensa, Amma 
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Yang, and Ling Zhou. It has been a privilege to work with you.
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For outstanding research assistance I’m grateful to Amandine Belard, 
Julia Hoefer, and Sunny Wang. In particular, Sunny Wang prepared 
most of the figures in the statistical appendix, and Julia Hoefer read the 
whole manuscript to check the coherence of the citations and the com-
pleteness of the bibliography. The accuracy of the citations remains my 
responsibility.

I have been associated with Princeton University Press for over 
twenty years. Richard Baggaley and Peter Dougherty were excellent col-
leagues from early on. I’m grateful to my editor Hannah Paul for her 
judgment, enthusiasm, and patience; to Jenny Wolkowicki for steering 
the book through production; to Maia Vaswani for copy-editing, and 
Virginia Ling for preparing the index; and to Josh Drake and Dimitri 
Karetnikov for managing the figures and illustrations. My agent Cath-
erine Clarke has for more than two decades been an unfailing source of 
advice and encouragement (and, where appropriate, tactful discourage-
ment of my more harebrained ideas). A word at the right time with her 
can provide inspiration, unlock a disagreement, or avoid months of 
fruitless effort.

Finally, Alice, Edmond, Luke, Isabelle, Charlotte, Jack, and Diana all 
supported me in other ways too numerous to list.




