
B O L L I N G E N  S E R I E S  XXXV • 5



THE A. W. MELLON LECTURES IN THE FINE ARTS

DELIVERED AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
WASHINGTON, D. C.

1952.  crea t i ve  i n t u i t i o n  in  a r t  and  poetry  by Jacques Maritain

1953.  the  n u d e : a  s t u dy  in  ide a l  fo rm  by Kenneth Clark

1954.  th e  a r t  o f  s c u l p t u r e  by Herbert Read

1955.  p a i n t i n g  AND r ea l i ty  by Etienne Gilson

1956.  ART AND ILLUSION: A STUDY IN THE PSYCHOLOGY OF
pi c t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by E. H. Gombrich

I 9 5 7 - THE ETERNAL PRESENT: I. THE BEGINNINGS OF ART 
II. THE BEGINNINGS OF ARCHITECTURE by S. Giedion

1958.  nico las  p o u s s i n  by Anthony Blunt

1959.  o f  d iv er s  a r t s  by Naum Gabo

1960.  Ho r a c e  w a l p o l e  by Wilmarth Sheldon Lewis

1961.  CHRISTIAN ICONOGRAPHY: A STUDY OF ITS ORIGINS
by André Grabar

1962.  b l a k e  and  t rad i t ion  by Kathleen Raine

1963.  th e  port ra i t  i n  the  r e n a i s s a n c e  by John Pope-Hennessy

1964.  o n  qu al i t y  i n  a r t  by Jakob Rosenberg

1965.  the  or i g i ns  o f  r o m a n t i c i s m  by Isaiah Berlin

1966.  VISIONARY AND DREAMER: TWO POETIC PAINTERS, SAM-
UEL p a l m e r  an d  edward  b u r n e - j o n e s  by David Cecil

1967.  MNEMOSYNE: A PARALLEL BETWEEN LITERATURE AND
t he  v i su a l  a r t s  by Mario Praz

1968.  IMAGINATIVE LITERATURE AND PAINTING
by Stephen Spender

1969.  a r t  a s  a  m o d e  o f  k no w led ge  by Jacob Bronowski

1970.  A h is to ry  o f  b u i l d in g  t y p e s  by Nikolaus Pevsner

1971.  GIORGIO VASARI: THE MAN AND THE BOOK by T.S.R. Boase



E. H. Gombrich

ART AND ILLUSION
A Study in the Psychology of 

Pictorial Representation

T H E  A.  W .  M E L L O N  L E C T U R E S  

I N  T H E  F I N E  A R T S  

1 9 5 6

N A T I O N A L  G A L L E R Y  O F  A R T  

W A S H I N G T O N

B O L L I N G E N  S E R I E S  XXXV • 5

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS



COPYRIGHT ©  i960, 1961, 1969 BY THE TRUSTEES OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
WASHINGTON, D. C.

PUBLISHED FOR BOLLINGEN FOUNDATION, NEW YORK, N. Y.
BY PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS, 41 WILLIAM STREET, PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM: PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS,
3 MARKET PLACE, WOODSTOCK, OXFORDSHIRE 0 X 2 0 lSY

T H I S  IS T HE  F I F T H  V O L U ME  
OF THE A.  W.  M E L L O N  L E C T U R E S  IN T HE  F I N E  A R T S ,

WHI C H ARE  D E L I V E R E D  A N N U A L L Y  
AT THE N A T I O N A L  G A L L E R Y  OF A R T ,  W A S H I N G T O N .

THE V O L U M E S  OF L E C T U R E S  C O N S T I T U T E  N U M B E R  XX X V  
IN B O L L I N G E N  S E R I E S ,  S P O N S O R E D  BY 

B O L L I N G E N  F O U N D A T I O N

First Edition, ig6o 
Second Edition, Revised, ig6i 

First Princeton /  Bötlingen Paperback Edition, ig6g 
Second Printing, ig/2 
Seventh Printing, ig84 
Ninth Printing, ig8g

Eleventh Printing, with a new Preface, 2000

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in 
any form or by any electronic or mechanical means including 
information storage and retrieval systems without permission 
in writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may 
quote brief passages in a review.

New paperback printing 2023 
ISBN (paper) 978-0-691-07000-1 
ISBN (ebook) 978-0-691-25274-2



The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts have been 
delivered annually since 1952 at the National Gallery of Art, Washington, 
DC, with the goal of bringing “the people of the United States the results 
of the best contemporary thought and scholarship bearing upon the sub-
ject of the Fine Arts.” As publication was always an essential part of the 
vision for the Mellon Lectures, a relationship was established between 
the National Gallery and the Bollingen Foundation for a series of books 
based on the talks. The �rst book in the series was published in 1953, and 
since 1967 all lectures have been published by Princeton University Press 
as part of the Bollingen Series. Now, for the �rst time, all the books in 
the series are available in one or more formats, including paperback and 
e-book, making many volumes that have long been out of print accessible 
to future generations of readers. 

This edition is supported by a gift in memory of Charles Scribner, Jr., 
former trustee and president of Princeton University Press. The Press is 
grateful to the Scribner family for their formative and enduring support, 
and for their commitment to preserving the A. W. Mellon Lectures in the 
Fine Arts for posterity. 

Images in this edition may have been altered in size and color from their 
appearance in the original print editions to make this book available in 
accessible formats.
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