The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts have been
delivered annually since 1952 at the National Gallery of Art, Washington,
DC, with the goal of bringing “the people of the United States the results
of the best contemporary thought and scholarship bearing upon the sub-
ject of the Fine Arts.” As publication was always an essential part of the
vision for the Mellon Lectures, a relationship was established between
the National Gallery and the Bollingen Foundation for a series of books
based on the talks. The first book in the series was published in 1953, and
since 1967 all lectures have been published by Princeton University Press
as part of the Bollingen Series. Now, for the first time, all the books in
the series are available in one or more formats, including paperback and
e-book, making many volumes that have long been out of print accessible
to future generations of readers.

This edition is supported by a gift in memory of Charles Scribner, Jr.,
former trustee and president of Princeton University Press. The Press is
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All ages are contemporaneous.
Ezra Pounp,
The Spirit of Romance (1910)

Zwei Dinge gibt es, auf denen es hell ist
und klar, den Berg der Tiere und den Berg
der Gétter. Dazwischen liegt das dimmrige
Tal der Menschen.

Paur Kireg, Diary (1903)

. « . Our thoughts, wills, and actions ac-
cord with laws as definite as those which
govern the motion of waves, the combina-
tion of acids and bases, and the growth of
plants and animals.

E. B. TyLor,

Primitive Culture (1871)

.+ . We shall start out from the one point
accessible to us, the one eternal center of
all things — man, suffering, striving, doing,
as he is and was and ever shall be. . . .
We shall study the recurrent, constant, and
typical as echoing in us and intelligible
through us.

JacosB BURCKHARDT,

Lectures on History (1868)



