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Many, though by no means all, of these pieces were written for 
Project Syndicate, a news service that provides a broad range of 
commentaries to more than 500 media outlets in 156 countries. 
At the instigation of Andrzej Rapaczynski, I have been writing 
a monthly column for Project Syndicate since 2005, so my 
greatest debt is to him for recruiting me as a member of his 
team of columnists. Over all these years, Agata Sagan has 
brought to my attention topics that have led to columns, and 
has also assisted by carrying out research on which I have 
drawn, and making helpful comments on drafts. On several oc-
casions, as this text shows, she has been my co-author. I thank 
Project Syndicate for permission to reproduce the columns 
I wrote for them, and I thank Project Syndicate’s editors, Ken 
Murphy and Jonathan Stein, for showing me that even my best 
efforts to write clearly can be improved upon.

Other articles come from the New York Times, the Washing-
ton Post, the Los Angeles Times, the New York Daily News, the 
Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, Free Inquiry, New Statesman, 
Bioethics, Nautilus, and www​.effective​-altruism​.com​. Some of 
them are co-authored, and I acknowledge the important 
contributions to my thinking and to this book made by my 
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co- authors: Nick Beckstead, Katarzyna de Lazari-Radek, Frances 
Kissling, Jotham Musinguzi, Michael Plant, Julian Savulescu, 
Agata Sagan, and Matt Wage.

The idea for this book, as well as the encouragement to prepare 
a fresh edition, came from Rob Tempio of Princeton University 
Press, so an especially big thank you, Rob, for your continuing 
enthusiasm for the project. I am also grateful to two anonymous 
reviewers for the Press for their many constructive comments 
and their helpful suggestions, to Jill Harris for overseeing the 
production process, to Kathleen Strattan for compiling the 
index, and to Karen Verde of Green Pelican Editorial Services 
for copyediting the book with a light but deft touch.

For both the first and this edition, Agata Sagan went through 
my shorter writings and made suggestions—most of which 
I accepted—about which of them should be included in this 
book. The final shape of the book therefore owes a lot to her.

Finally, the University Center for Human Values at Prince
ton University has provided me, for the past 23 years, with an 
ideal working environment, and I thank all of my colleagues 
and the many visitors to the Center during this period for stim-
ulating me to think about a wider range of issues than I would 
have been likely to think about in a department focused on a 
single discipline.

Peter Singer, Princeton University


