
More Praise for
PRIVILEGE

“[Khan’s] many perspectives—as a minority student in a rich WASP school, 
as a teacher interacting with his students, and as a researcher observing his 
subjects—gave him unique access to understanding the American elite. . . . ​
Khan’s objectivity turns to pessimism as he describes the result of greater 

diversity, which he finds ‘does not mean mobility and it certainly  
does not mean equality.’ ”

—BARBARA FISHER, Boston Globe

“[Khan] steps down from his pedestal and lets himself get closer to these 
future masters of the universe.”

—ROBIN D. SCHATZ, Bloomberg News

“Essential reading for understanding today’s elite. Not since Christopher 
Lasch’s Revolt of the Elites has the meritocracy been so effectively skewered.”

—AUSTIN BRAMWELL, American Conservative

“If you want a peek inside an elite New England prep school, here it is. . . . ​But 
while nosiness about St. Paul’s is a perfectly good reason to read the book, 

Khan’s purpose is higher. . . . ​Full of valuable insights.”
—MIKE PRIDE, Concord Monitor

“Privilege is an exceptional cultural study of inequality that concentrates on 
elites. It is a brave piece of work, guaranteed to raise the hackles of more than 

a few private school trustees, administrators, faculty and parents.” 
—MICHAEL D. LANGAN, Buffalo News

“An incisive study of the formation of a new, meritocratic  
elite. . . . ​Consistently engaging.” 

—Choice

“Beautifully written and filled with important insights into processes of 
socialization among the elite.” 

—WENDY LEO MOORE, American Journal of Sociology

“An examination of how elites are made and how they relate to the rest of  
the world. . . . ​Highly recommended to anyone interested in stratification  

and education.” 
—FABIO ROJAS, OrgTheory​.net



“Illustrates how the relative steepness of the U.S. postsecondary system 
contributes to enduring social inequalities.” 

—JANICE AURINI, Canadian Journal of Sociology

“There are few ethnographic accounts of life in exclusive American boarding 
schools and Khan’s book is far and away the most sophisticated among 

them. . . . ​Khan’s book is full of surprises.” 
—VICTORIA BONNELL, Contemporary Sociology

“This readable book provides a vivid, often elucidating, and not always pretty 
look at life at St. Paul’s.” 

—RICHARD L. ZWEIGENHAFT, Social Forces

“Excellent, engaging, well written, and carefully researched [study] of the 
ways culture works in and through schools.” 

—LISA M. STULBERG, Contexts

“Privilege is superb. Khan skillfully narrates from the perspective of both 
teacher and researcher, and the personal portraits are very well-rounded.  

This important book is a masterly look at a disturbing current in the  
formation of elite American society.” 

—RICHARD SENNETT, author of The Corrosion of Character

“This is a terrific book. Khan’s strong authorial voice and wonderful 
personality shine through and it is a pleasure to follow his life and travails  

at St. Paul’s.” 
—MICHÈLE LAMONT, Harvard University
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For my parents, whose enduring love and support I have had  
the privilege of enjoying all of my life



The barrier has changed shape rather than place

—Alexis de Tocqueville 


