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If one is disturbed by the evidence that
speculation played so large a role in the
beginnings of history and geography, which, like
most of the sciences, were founded by the Greeks,
one may be comforted by the reflection that in all
things the factor of greatest importance is the
idea; once that is put forward, positive and
negative evidence is bound to be discovered, and
upon the data thus brought to light a structure
can gradually arise that may rightly demand the
assent of a schooled intelligence.

—William Arthur Heidel, “A Suggestion

Concerning Plato’s Atlantis,” 228

The business of the philosopher, as I believe, includes
geography as much as any other science; and it is
geography we have now chosen to examine.

—opening sentence of Strabo’s Geggraphies






