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step was invaluable.

Special thanks also go to Yoelish Steinberg, whose insights into the Ha-
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sights, the material they shared, their good will, humor, and patience have
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Ethnography takes a long time, so I had ample opportunities to present
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of Michigan’s Frankel Center for Judaic Studies and the Department of
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University’s Center for Jewish Civilization; the Oxford Institute for Con-
temporary and Modern Judaism; the Religious Studies Department of the
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and Footsteps.

Generous institutional support of different kinds made the research and
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burg, a long-time mentor, for inviting me to be a visiting scholar at the
NYU Center for Religion and Media and for so generously including me
in the wider New York scene. A National Science Foundation Senior Grant
(#1357556) supported the research, and program officer Jeffrey Mantz was
especially supportive. A National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow-
ship (FA-251802) allowed me to focus exclusively on writing the manu-
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inspired me. Matthew Engelke and his Columbia University graduate
seminar read a later draft of the whole manuscript and shared valuable
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me to experiment with my own. Life-long adviser and friend Bambi
Schieffelin consulted on everything, as usual. Jeffrey Shandler has been a
real friend and mentor over the years, always supportive and so helpful
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than Boyarin were insightful, sensitive readers and made excellent sugges-
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attention when I needed that, and always brought his intelligent, experi-
enced eye to all. He has consistently been there for me, and I am grateful
to work with him on this project. Aviva Arad was an efficient copyeditor,
and working with Dave Luljak on the index was a pleasure. Leslie Grund-
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ity over schedule.
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to read a chapter and take a walk. My comrade-in-arms for the New York
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ported, and along the way became a true friend. Thanks to Lotti Silber for
her longtime friendship through thick and thin, in all kinds of media on all
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ideas, and buried leads among many other foibles. He read every single
chapter of this book, and I could not live without him.

My children, Simon and Talia, are almost grown now and living their
own very interesting lives. During the writing of this book they endured
my distraction, moodiness, and tuna melts for dinner with good humor
and loving support. I am very proud of them, and I think they know that
they (and their dad) matter more to me than anything else.
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