
HOW TO THINK ABOUT WAR



ancient wisdom for modern readers

How to Think about War: An Ancient Guide  
to Foreign Policy by Thucydides

How to Keep Your Cool: An Ancient Guide  
to Anger Management by Seneca

How to Be  Free: An Ancient Guide  
to the Stoic Life by Epictetus

How to Be a Friend: An Ancient Guide  
to True Friendship by Cicero

How to Die: An Ancient Guide to the End  
of Life by Seneca

How to Win an Argument: An Ancient Guide to the Art 
of Persuasion by Cicero

How to Grow Old: Ancient Wisdom for the  
Second Half of Life by Cicero

How to Run a Country: An Ancient Guide for  
Modern Leaders by Cicero

How to Win an Election: An Ancient Guide for  
Modern Politicians by Quintus Cicero



HOW TO THINK 
ABOUT WAR

An Ancient Guide to Foreign Policy

Thucydides

Speeches from  

The History of the Peloponnesian War

Selected, Translated, and Introduced  

by Johanna Hanink

PRINCE TON UNIVERSITY PRESS

PRINCE TON AND OXFORD



Copyright © 2019 by Johanna Hanink

Published by Prince ton University Press
41 William Street, Prince ton, New Jersey 08540

6 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TR

press . princeton . edu

All Rights Reserved

LCCN 2018952834
ISBN 978-0-691-19015-0

British Library Cataloging- in- Publication Data is available

Editorial: Rob Tempio and Matt Rohal
Production Editorial: Sara Lerner

Production: Erin Suydam
Publicity: Jodi Price

Copyeditor: Lynn Worth
Jacket Credit: Portrait of Pericles from a 1976 Greek  

20-drachma piece. Ivan Vdovin / Alamy

This book has been composed in Stempel Garamond

Printed on acid- free paper. ∞

Printed in the United States of Amer i ca

1  3  5  7  9  10  8  6  4  2

http://www.press.princeton.edu


I fear our own  mistakes more than the 

 enemy’s schemes.
— Pericles to the Athenian Assembly  

in 431 bce. Thucydides, History  
of The Peloponnesian War 1.144




