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And many a man whom law or fraud had sold
Far from his god-built land, an outcast slave,
I brought again to Athens; yea, and some,
Exiles from home through debt’s oppressive load,
Speaking no more the dear Athenian tongue,
But wandering far and wide, I brought again;
And those that here in vilest slavery
Crouched ’neath a master’s frown, I set them free.

—Solon (c. 638–558 B.C.)
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