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At the University of Ibadan, members of the Department of Arabic and Islamic
Studies, particularly Professor M. O. Abdul-Rahmon, Dr K. K. Oloso, and Dr. L. O.
Abbas, were always helpful in responding to my inquiries. For the warm reception
I received on a visit to Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, I thank its vice-chancellor,
Professor R.D. Abubakre. A two-week visit to Kaduna was greatly facilitated by
Fr. Matthew Kukah (now Catholic bishop of Sokoto), who also kindly arranged
for Mr. Samuel Aruwan to serve as a most knowledgeable guide round the city.

As over many years past, my time in Ibadan was greatly enhanced by the com-
pany of old friends: above all by Professor J. F. Ade Ajayi—may he rest in peace—his
wife, Christie, and other members of his family; by Segun Oke, Tunji and Funmi
Oloruntimehin, Bolanle Awe, Tunde Adegbola, and Chris Bankole. I cannot omit
mention of the Ven. J. S. Adekoya and his parishioners of St Paul’s Church, Yemetu,
who extended the hand of fellowship to me on Sunday mornings.

I have gained more from the help of friends, colleagues, and former students,
in discussing ideas, making suggestions, and commenting on the draft chapters
of this book than I can readily acknowledge. Preeminent here is the long con-
versation I have had since the mid-1960s with Robin Horton, which has done so
much to sharpen my own thinking. I am greatly indebted to Tom McCaskie for
the countless exchanges we have enjoyed over the years, as well as to my long-
term colleagues in the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) Richard
Fardon and Paul Gifford. Ruth Marshall, Hermione Harris, Michelle Gilbert,
Caroline Ifeka, Murray Last, Karin Barber, Paulo Farias, Keith Hart, Louis Brenner,
Birgit Meyer, David and Bernice Martin, David Maxwell, Joel Robbins, Michael
Carrithers, David Gellner, Trevor Marchand, Gabi vom Bruck, Marloes Janson,
Stephan Palmié, Matthews Ojo, Frank Ukah, Akin Ovyetade, David Pratten, Kai
Kresse, Amanda Villepastour, and Wale Adebanwi have all helped me more than
they probably know. I am indebted to Duncan Clarke for providing me with the
image for the booK’s front cover. It shows an adire-cloth design known as Ibadan
dun (Ibadan is sweet), an evocation of the great Yoruba city where my research
began and ended.

JD.Y.P
London
Easter 2015



