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To Benoit, Adrien, Florence, and Alexandra





Without common ideas, there is no common action, and without 
common action men still exist, but a social body does not. Thus in 
order that there be society, and all the more, that this society prosper, 
it is necessary that all the minds of the citizens always be brought 
together and held together by some principle ideas.
—Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America




