
Praise for prior editions of  
Seattle, Past to Present

“�Among the best interpretive histories of a major American city.” 
—Los Angeles Times Book Review

“�Answers a fundamental question: How did this city happen to hap-
pen? . . . An impressive book, another attempt by one member of our 
shifting society to define, or at least understand, what makes this neck-
of-what-used-to-be-woods tick.”—Seattle Times

“�Sale is a man of unquenchable gusto . . . of passionate interests, of 
delight in argument and with a great love for his adopted city. Affection 
(sometimes mixed with exasperation) infuses the book and keeps away 
any trace of the supercilious knowingness that has characterized much 
Ivy League writing about Seattle.”—Argus (Murray Morgan, author of 
Skid Road: An Informal Portrait of Seattle)

“�[Sale] has shaped here an expression of character and personality—his 
own and his city’s—from which there is much to learn and much to 
enjoy. . . . Any serious student of Seattle or of recent urban history will 
now read Roger Sale, and with good reason.” 
—Pacific Northwest Quarterly

“�There are several effective ways of capturing the complexity of a city’s 
past. This account of Seattle’s history by a professor of English is an 
excellent example of the merits of an individualistic, personalized 
approach.”—Western Historical Quarterly
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