
contentS

Acknowledgments ix

Introduction: The Paradox of Banaras 3

chApter one 
Authenticity and Pilgrimage 17

chApter tWo 
Palimpsests and Authority 30

chApter three 
Expansion and Invention 73

chApter four 
Spectacle and Ritual 118

chApter five 
Order and Antiquity 154

chApter Six 
Visions and Embellishments 187

Conclusion: Banaras Revisited 211

Notes 215

Glossary 259

Bibliography 261

Index 279

Color plates appear after page 166.




