
Acknowledgments

We are deeply grateful to the following individuals for allowing us to render 
their stories—either personal or created as ethics cases—in comic form: 
Dennis L. Gingrich, M.D., for Battered Trust; Benjamin H. Levi, M.D., 
Ph.D., for Sneaking Suspicion; Laura T. Blanchard, M.D., for personal details 
in Sneaking Suspicion; and Dennis H. Novack, M.D., and Janet Fleetwood, 
Ph.D., for Charting Courses.
	 We also offer warm thanks to our ethicist colleagues in the Department 
of Humanities at Penn State College of Medicine—Michael J. Green, M.D.; 
Benjamin H. Levi, M.D., Ph.D.; and Rebecca Volpe, Ph.D.—whose expert 
framing of ethical issues in their Medical Ethics and Professionalism course 
is reflected in the brief essays that accompany each comic. Your disciplinary 
expertise and pedagogical creativity are foundational to this work.
	 This book would not exist without generous grants from the Doctors 
Kienle Center for Humanistic Medicine (Penn State College of Medicine) and 
the Oregon Health and Science University that funded the majority of Zoe’s 
drawing. Thanks for your support!
	 We would like to acknowledge the Doctors Kienle Center for Humanistic 
Medicine further for sponsoring Molly and Charlotte as Kienle visiting schol-
ars, enabling them to come to Penn State College of Medicine in 2017 to work 
with Kimberly in order to move this project forward. It was during this time 
that we connected with Zoe.
	 Our respective institutions have facilitated our work in important ways. 
Molly gives special thanks to the VA Portland Health Care System for sup-
porting the Integrated Ethics Program and giving her the opportunity to 
share published vignettes in teaching and at ethics conferences. Charlotte 
thanks the Department of General Internal Medicine, Boston University 
School of Medicine, and Boston Medical Center for supporting the academic 
time she dedicated to this project. And Kimberly thanks the Department 
of Humanities, Penn State College of Medicine, and the Pennsylvania State 
University for providing a sabbatical to complete this book. Special thanks 
to Michael Green for his support as interim department chair and for helpful 
feedback on the penultimate drafts of comics and essays.
	 We’re grateful to the editorial collective of the Penn State University Press 
Graphic Medicine series for believing in our project and to assistant director 



Acknowledgments

xvi
and editor in chief at PSUP, Kendra Boileau, for her guidance through each 
phase of this work.
	 Jim Thomas, retired dean of fine arts, gifted us with his time and sharp 
editorial skills by reading the manuscript and offering excellent insights from 
the perspective of a lay reader, the core of our intended audience. Thanks, Jim! 
	 Finally, we thank Penny Williamson, Ph.D., for convening and nurturing 
the “Courage to Lead” community on Cape Cod, where Charlotte, Molly, and 
Kimberly first met and where this project was born.  


