
list of proper names

m = Manekine, jb = John and Blonde, T = Tale
ABRAHAM: Old Testament patriarch, receiver of God’s covenant

(Genesis 11–25). m
ADAM: The first man and a sinner (Genesis 2–5). m
ARMENIA: Home of Joy’s mother; Joy’s heritage. m
ARMENIANS Joy’s own people. m
ARRAS: City in northern France (now in the Pas-de-Calais). m
ARTESIANS: Natives of Artois. m
ARTOIS: A former French county on the border of present-day

Belgium. m, jb
AUXERRE: City southeast of Paris (at present in the Yonne), in a

wine-growing region. jb
BAGHDAD: One of the extremes of the King of Scotland’s search for

his wife. m
BAVARIANS: Natives of what is now southern Germany. m
BEAUVAISIS: Area around Beauvais, now in the Oise. m
BERRY: Former country, south of Paris. m
BERTHA: Woman of the village. T

BERWICK: Principal port of Scotland (prob. Berwick-on-Tweed). m
BLOIS: City on the Loire (now in the Loir-et-Cher). jb
BLONDE: Daughter and heiress of the Earl and Countess of

Oxford. jb
BOULOGNE: Formerly Flemish port on the Channel, now in the 

Pas-de-Calais. jb
BOULONNAIS: Men of the Boulogne area. m
BRABANTERS: Men from Brabant (now Belgium). m
BRETONS: Men from Brittany, in the west of France. m
BRUGES: Important city of Flanders (now Belgium). m
CHAMPENOIS: Men from Champagne, a large region in the east of

France. m
CLERMONT: Town north of Paris (now in the Oise). m, jb
CORBEIL: Town (now in the Essonne) south of Paris and

southwest of Dammartin. jb
CORBIE: Town in Picardy (now in the Somme). jb
CORNWALL: The westernmost peninsula of England, part of the King

of Scotland’s domains. In the Middle Ages its population
was largely Celtic. m
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CREIL: Town north of Paris, between Clermont and Senlis
(now in the Oise). m

DAMMARTIN (in Goële): Town, castle, and surrounding area northeast of Paris,
now in the Seine-et-Marne; it becomes John’s fief when
he is made count. jb

DAMME: The port of Bruges in the Middle Ages. m
DAVID: Old Testament king, author of the Psalms (1 Samuel,

2 Samuel). m
DOVER: English port on the Channel. jb
DUNDEE: Principal residence of the King of Scotland. m
ELIZABETH: Mary’s cousin (Luke 1). m
ENGLAND: Land by which Scotland is placed on the literary

map (m); land of opportunity for an ambitious young
man ( jb).

EPERNAY: Town east of Paris, south of Rheims (now in the
Marne); site chosen for a tournament. m

EVOLINT, EVOLINC,
ELUIC, ELUINT: A town and its nearby castles, the dower land of the

King of Scotland’s mother and her residence after her
son’s marriage. It cannot be located precisely. m

EVE: The first woman and a sinner (Genesis 2–5). m
FLANDERS: Modern Belgium. Its count welcomes the King of

Scotland. m

FLEMINGS: Men of Flanders. m
FRANCE: In medieval texts, usually the Île-de-France (the Parisian

region). In m it is the northern part of the country,
famous for tourneying. m, jb

FRENCHMEN: Participants in the Gournay-Ressons tournament. m
FRIESLAND: Northern Netherlands; the King of Scotland’s last stop

in his fruitless search. m
GERMANS: Participants in the Gournay-Ressons tournament. m

GHENT: City in Flanders. m
GLOUCESTER: English county contiguous to Oxfordshire. jb
GOURNAY: Town north of Clermont, marking the far limit of the

great tourney in Manekine.
GRAVELINES: Formerly a Flemish port between Calais and Dunkirk

(now in France [Nord]). m
GREATER INDIA: Another extreme in the King of Scotland’s search. m
GUY, Sir: One of the two messengers dispatched by King Louis to

the Earl of Oxford. jb
HERMESENT: The salter’s wife. T

HERSENT: Woman of the village. T

HESDIN: Town south of Boulogne (now in the Pas-de-Calais). jb
HUNGARY: Native country of Joy. m
HUREPOIS: Men from a region east of Paris. m
IRELAND: Part of the King of Scotland’s dominions. m

198 � proper names

Sargent_BM.qxp  10/7/09  10:22 AM  Page 198



JOHN: (1) Son of Joy and the King of Scotland. m
(2) Hero of John and Blonde

JORDAN: River of the Holy Land. m
JOY: Heroine of Manekine.
LENS: Town north of Arras (now in the Pas-de-Calais). m
LENT: A penitential season during which tourneying and

eating meat were proscribed. m
LIART: Robin’s horse. jb
LILLE: City formerly of Flanders, now of France (Nord). m
LONDON: The English capital. jb
LOUIS: King of France. (Although no number is given in jb,

the reigning kings at the time of Philippe de Remi were
Louis VIII and Louis IX.)

LUZARCHES: Town north of Saint-Denis (now in the Val-d’Oise). m
MANEKINE: Alias of Joy.
MANESSIER, Sir: Brother of John. jb

MEHAUT: Woman of the village. T

MERC: Merch-St.-Liévin (Pas-de-Calais) (Suchier’s 
suggestion). jb

MONTDIDIER: Town north of Paris (now in the Somme), home of
“Walter.” jb

MONTMELIANT: Town and area northeast of Dammartin (Seine-et-
Marne). jb

MONTREUIL: Town now in the Pas-de-Calais. jb

MOREA: State in the Peloponnese founded by Crusaders. jb

MOREL: The Earl of Gloucester’s warhorse, won by John. jb
NORMANS: Natives of Normandy and participants in the great

tourney. m
OXFORD: Town and county in south-central England, home of

Blonde. jb
PERTH: City in Scotland to which the dowager queen retires

during her son’s wedding celebration. m
PHARE: River (Fiumicino) running through Rome and into

the sea. m
PLAILLY: Town and area north of Dammartin (Oise). jb
POITEVINS: Men from Poitou, a province southeast of Paris. m
POIX: Town southwest of Amiens (now in the Somme). m
PONTOISE: Town near Paris, to the northwest (Val-d’Oise), within a

few kilometers of Philippe’s home. jb
RESSONS
(Ressons-sur-Matz): Town (Oise) marking one limit of the tourney in M and

very close to the domain of Philippe de Remi.
RICHAUT: Woman of the village. T

ROBERT, Sir: Brother of John. jb
ROBIN, ROBINET: John’s trusty servant. jb
ROME: Seat of the Pope, home of the Senator, Joy’s refuge for

seven years. m
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ROYE: Town north of Paris (now in the Somme). m
SAINT AMANT: Apostle to Flanders. m
SAINT BADOUL: An invention of the Earl of Gloucester? jb
SAINT-DENIS: Town north of Paris (now a suburb). jb
SAINT-OMER: Town west of Boulogne (now Pas-de-Calais). m
SAINT PETER’S: The main church in Rome. m
SAINT-POL, Count of: Husband of one of John’s sisters. jb
SCOTLAND: Chief part of the King of Scotland’s domains. m
SENLIS: City north-northwest of Paris (now in the Oise). m
SENS: Cathedral city southwest of Paris (Yonne). Dammartin is

roughly halfway between it and the Channel.
SWABIANS: Men from a region of southwest Germany. m
TARSUS: City in Turkey. m
THEOPHILUS: Churchman whose pact with the devil was widely

known. m
TRINITY: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. m
TRISTAN: Lover of Iseut and hero of many tales. jb
TRISTAN, Sir: Brother of John. jb

URBAN: Pope (no number is given). m
VERMANDOIS: Region northeast of Paris, east of Amiens (now the

Aisne). m
VIRGIN: Mary, mother of Jesus. m, jb
WALTER: John’s pseudonym. jb
WILLIAM, Sir: A messenger sent to the Earl of Oxford by the King of

France. jb
WISSANT: French port between Calais and Boulogne. m
YSE: River in Hungary, flowing into the sea. m

200 � proper names

Sargent_BM.qxp  10/7/09  10:22 AM  Page 200


