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Thoughts on Colonial Historians and American Indians,’’ WMQ  (): –; and Dan-
iel K. Richter, ‘‘Whose Indian History?’’ WMQ  (): –. Some of the most important
recent work on America in the European consciousness includes Tzvetan Todorov, The Con-
quest of America: The Question of the Other, trans. Richard Howard (New York: Harper, );
Anthony Pagden, The Fall of Natural Man: The American Indian and the Origins of Compara-
tive Ethnology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ); and Stephen Greenblatt, Mar-
velous Possessions: The Wonder of the New World (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, ).
A useful collection of essays is Karen Ordahl Kupperman’s America in European Conscious-
ness, – (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ). A good collection of
articles that focuses on cultural exchanges is Andrew R. L. Cayton and Fredrika Teute, eds.,
Contact Points: American Frontiers from the Mohawk Valley to the Mississippi, –

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ).
. See Anthony F. C. Wallace, ‘‘Revitalization Movements,’’ American Anthropologist 

(): –; and Wallace, The Death and Rebirth of the Seneca (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
).

. Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes
Region, – (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ), , xi; Jane Merritt,
‘‘Dreaming of the Savior’s Blood: Moravians and the Indian Great Awakening in Pennsylva-
nia,’’ WMQ  (Oct. ): –. See also Gregory Evans Dowd, A Spirited Resistance: The
North American Indian Struggle for Unity, – (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, ); Ruth Benedict, ‘‘The Vision in Plains Culture,’’ American Anthropologist 

(): –; Lee Irwin, The Dream-Seekers: Native American Visionary Traditions of the Great
Plains (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, ); Barbara Tedlock, Dreaming: Anthropo-
logical and Psychological Interpretations (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ); and
Hugh Brody, Maps and Dreams (New York: Pantheon, ).

. I have uncovered about four hundred mentions of dreams and visions in Quaker
journals, commonplace books, letters, and other texts from the late seventeen hundreds to
the early nineteen hundreds. More than half of these are detailed narratives of visionary
dreams, but only about twenty concern Native Americans. In describing dreams or visions
this chapter follows the language of the sources. If a source describes a ‘‘dream,’’ I call it a
dream. If a source describes a ‘‘vision,’’ I call it a vision.

. In addition to Mechal Sobel’s and my own work, see Ann Kirschner, ‘‘ ‘Tending to
Edify and Instruct’: Published Narratives of Spiritual Dreams in the Early Republic,’’ Early
American Studies , no.  (spring ): –. For other studies of dreams in early Ameri-
can culture, see Merle Curti, ‘‘The American Exploration of Dreams and Dreamers,’’ Journal
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of the History of Ideas  (): –; David D. Hall, World of Wonder, Days of Judgment:
Popular Religious Beliefs in Early New England (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, ), –;
Jesse Lemisch, ‘‘Listening to the ‘Inarticulate’: William Widger’s Dream and the Loyalties of
American Revolutionary Seamen in British Prisons,’’ Journal of Social History  (–):
–; Christine Heyrman, Southern Cross: The Beginnings of the Bible Belt (New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, ); Jon Butler, Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, ), esp. , , –, and –. For recent
overviews of religion in early America that stress its multifaceted nature, see Butler, Awash in
a Sea of Faith; and Charles L. Cohen, ‘‘The Post-Puritan Paradigm of Early American Reli-
gious History,’’ WMQ  (): –.

. George Fox, The Journal of George Fox, ed. Norman Penney,  vols. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, ), :. The vision is also in William S. Simmons, Spirit of
the New England Tribes: Indian History and Folklore, – (Hanover, N.H.: University
Press of New England, ), . On George Fox and Indians, see Kelsey, Friends and the
Indians, –. A good secondary account of Fox’s voyage is H. Larry Ingle, First Among
Friends: George Fox and the Creation of Quakerism (New York: Oxford University Press, ),
–. First encounter dreams and prophecies can be found in Ella Elizabeth Clark, Indian
Legends of Canada (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, ), –; James Axtell, After Co-
lumbus: Essays in the Ethnohistory of Colonial North America (New York: Oxford University
Press, ), –; Simmons, Spirit of the New England Tribes, –, –; Todorov, Con-
quest of America, –; George Henry Loskiel, History of the Mission of the United Brethren
Among the Indians in North America, trans. George Ignatius La Trobe (London, ), –;
and James P. Ronda, ‘‘Generations of Faith: The Christian Indians of Martha’s Vineyard,’’
WMQ  (): –.

. Roger Williams provides an interesting comparison. Although he details the Indian
practice of visionary dreaming, he does so in a factual and descriptive (even ethnographic)
manner that does not accord divine ‘‘truth’’ to dreams (A Key into the Language of America
[London, ], –). A more typical view is that of the Rev. Joseph Fish, who thought that
Indians who paid attention to visions were simply misguided. See William S. Simmons and
Cheryl L. Simmons, eds., Old Light on Separate Ways: The Narragansett Diary of Joseph Fish,
– (Hanover, N.H.: University Press of New England, ), –.

. For the view that Indians were poor, see [John Burnyeat], The Truth Exalted in the
Writings of that Eminent and Faithful Servant of Christ John Burnyeat Collected Into this Ensu-
ing Volume as a Memorial to his Faithful Labours in and for the Truth (London, ), . On
Delaware Indians, see C. A. Weslager, The Delaware Indians: A History (New Brunswick, N.J.:
Rutgers University Press, ), and Paul A. W. Wallace, Indians in Pennsylvania (Harrisburg:
PHMC, ).

. Fox, Journal, :–. [Burnyeat], Truth Exalted, . For George Bishop’s account,
see Bishop, New England Judged by the Spirit of the Lord (; Philadelphia: T. W. Stuckey,
), –.

. Thomas Thompson Jr., A Vision,  Nov. , Manuscripts, Friends Historical Li-
brary, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa.

. Usually attributed to Samuel Clarke, one commonplace book identified it as N. Dav-
is’s dream, ‘‘A Friend in New England.’’ See [Samuel Clarke], Strange and Remarkable Swan-
zey Vision (Salem, Mass., ), . The manuscript version attributed to N. Davis is ‘‘A Dream
or Vision of a Friend in New England the st Day of the th Month ,’’ in Milcah Martha
Moore, Notebook of Milcah Martha Moore, QCHC.

. For an example of how Puritans believed Indian wars represented God’s judgment,
see Increase Mather, A Brief History of the Warr with the Indians, in Richard Slotkin and
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James K. Folsom, eds., So Dreadfull a Judgement: Puritan Responses to King Philip’s War,
– (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, ), and Mary Rowlandson, The
Sovereignty and Goodness of God, ed. Neal Salisbury (Boston: Bedford Books, ).

. The best study of Quakers in Massachusetts is Carla Gardina Pestana, Quakers and
Baptists in Colonial Massachusetts (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ). For an
account of the historiographical tradition following the Quaker executions, see Pestana, ‘‘The
Quaker Executions as Myth and History,’’ JAH  (): –.

. William Penn, ‘‘To the King of the Indians,’’ in Jean Soderlund, ed., William Penn
and the Founding of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: HSP, ), –. See also chapter , above.

. [Thomas Chalkley], Journal (Philadelphia, ), –. On Conestoga during this
period, see Merrell, Into the American Woods, , –.

. Wallace, ‘‘Dreams and Wishes of the Soul,’’ .
. [Chalkley], Journal, –.
. Ibid., . A good account of this period is Francis Jennings, The Ambiguous Iroquois

Empire: The Covenant Chain Confederation of Indian Tribes with English Colonies from Its
Beginnings to the Lancaster Treaty of  (New York: W. W. Norton, ), –. Also see
Sydney V. James, A People Among Peoples: Quaker Benevolence in Eighteenth-Century America
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, ), .

. On Weiser, see Joseph S. Walton, Conrad Weiser and the Indian Policy of Colonial
Pennsylvania (New York: Arno Press, ); and Paul A. W. Wallace, Conrad Weiser: Friend of
Colonist and Mohawk (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, ); Conrad Weiser
to Christopher Sau[e]r, Dec. , PMHB  (): ; Conrad Weiser, Memorandum, :,
Conrad Weiser Papers, HSP.

. For an account of this dream, see Walton, Conrad Weiser and Indian Policy, ; and
Wallace, Conrad Weiser, –.

. In New York, for example, William Johnson supposedly exchanged a scarlet uniform
for five hundred acres of Mohawk Chief Hendrick’s land based on their dream exchanges.
See Samuel G. Drake, The Book of the Indians of North America (Boston, ), –. Richard
Peters, a Penn family secretary, said that if an Indian dreamed of some impending disaster
and requested rum as a preventative, the request should be met (Merrell, Into the American
Woods, ).

. For the reformation of Quaker religion during the Seven Years’ War, see Jack Mari-
etta, The Reformation of American Quakerism, – (Philadelphia: University of Pennsyl-
vania Press, ), esp. –.

. Ann Whitall, Diary,  Mar. , QCHC.
. Substance of conferences between several Quakers in Philadelphia and the heads of

the six Indian Nations, QCHC. For an account of the Seven Years’ War as it affected the
Quakers and Indians, see Francis Jennings, Empire of Fortune: Crown, Colonies, and Tribes in
the Seven Years War in America (New York: W. W. Norton, ); and Theodore Thayer,
Israel Pemberton: King of the Quakers (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, ).
On the Friendly Association, see Theodore Thayer, ‘‘The Friendly Association,’’ PMHB 

(): –.
. John Churchman, An Account of the Gospel Labours and Christian Experiences of a

Faithful Minister of Christ John Churchman, Late of Nottingham in Pennsylvania, Deceased
(Philadelphia, ), –.

. Churchman, Account, –. For discussions of treaties, see Merrell, Into the Ameri-
can Woods, –; and Jennings, Empire of Fortune, –. On Teedyuscung, see Anthony
F. C. Wallace, King of the Delawares: Teedyuscung, – (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, ).
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. Churchman, Account, .
. Ibid.
. Phillips P. Moulton, ed., The Journal and Major Essays of John Woolman (Richmond,

Ind.: Friends United Press, ), –, –.
. John W. Jordan, ed., ‘‘Journal of James Kenny, –,’’ PMHB  (): –, –

, esp. pp. , , ; James Kenny, ‘‘Journal to the Westward, –,’’ ed. Jordan, ibid.,
–.

. Kenny, ‘‘Journal to the Westward,’’ ; Kenny, ‘‘Journal,’’ .
. Kenny, ‘‘Journal,’’ –.
. On Neolin, see White, Middle Ground, ; Dowd, Spirited Resistance, –; Charles

Hunter, ‘‘The Delaware Nativist Revival of the Mid-Eighteenth Century,’’ Ethnohistory 

(): –; and Kenny, ‘‘Journal,’’ .
. Kenny, ‘‘Journal,’’ . See also Dowd, Spirited Resistance, .
. Kenny, ‘‘Journal,’’ , , –.
. Ibid., .

Chapter 

1. Gunlög Fur, ‘‘ ‘Some Women Are Wiser Than Some Men’: Gender and Native Ameri-
can History,’’ in Nancy Shoemaker, ed., Clearing a Path: Theorizing the Past in Native Ameri-
can Studies (New York: Routledge, ), –.

. Granville John Penn presented the belt to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in
, where it remained until the HSP transferred its artifacts to Philadelphia’s Atwater Kent
Museum in  (Nicholas B. Wainwright, One Hundred Years of Collecting by the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania, – [Philadelphia: HSP, ], ).

. In , Isabelle Montour and her kin produced six hundred wampum belts in New
York. Vetch Account, Aug. , Peter Van Brugh and Hendrick Hansen, Account Book for
the Vetch Expedition Against Canada, Aug. , New-York Historical Society, New York.

. Here I follow the method of reconstructing women’s work found in Helen C. Roun-
tree, ‘‘Powhatan Indian Women: The People Captain John Smith Barely Saw,’’ Ethnohistory
 (): –. See also Barbara A. Mann, ‘‘The Fire at Onondaga: Wampum as Proto-
Writing,’’ Akwesasne Notes, n.s. , no.  (): –. For an archaeologist’s imaginative use
of evidence to reconstruct Native women’s work, see Janet D. Spector, What This Awl Means:
Feminist Archaeology at a Wahpeton Dakota Village (St. Paul: University of Minnesota Press,
).

. For the recent evolution of historians’ conceptions about the Anglo-American fron-
tier, see James H. Merrell, ‘‘Indians and Colonists in Early America,’’ in Bernard Bailyn and
Philip D. Morgan, eds., Strangers Within the Realm: Cultural Margins of the First British
Empire (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ), ; and Kathleen M. Brown,
‘‘Brave New Worlds: Women’s and Gender History,’’ WMQ  (): –. I have expanded
Brown’s notion of a gender frontier to include social and personal interaction in general.

. Laurel Thatcher Ulrich describes patterns of work and social interaction, primarily
among Euro-American women, in Good Wives: Image and Reality in the Lives of Women in
Northern New England, – (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, ); and A Midwife’s Tale:
The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, – (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, ).

. Historians of the gender frontier have dealt with intermarriage. See Jennifer S. H.
Brown, Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country (Vancouver: Uni-
versity of British Columbia Press, ); Jacqueline Peterson, ‘‘Métis Society and Culture in
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the Great Lakes Region’’ (Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago, ); Jacqueline Peterson and
Jennifer S. H. Brown, The New Peoples: Being and Becoming Métis in North America (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, ); Lucy Eversvald Murphy, ‘‘To Live Among Us: Accommo-
dation, Gender, and Conflict in the Great Lakes Region, –,’’ in Andrew R. L. Cayton
and Fredrika I. Teute, eds., Contact Points: American Frontiers from the Mohawk Valley to the
Mississippi, – (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ), –; Susan
Sleeper-Smith, ‘‘Women, Kin, and Catholicism: New Perspectives on the Fur Trade,’’ Ethno-
history  (): –.

. Nancy Shoemaker, ‘‘Categories,’’ in Shoemaker, ed., Clearing a Path, –.
. Joan Kelly, ‘‘Did Women Have a Renaissance?’’ in Renate Bridenthal and Claudia

Koonz, eds., Becoming Visible: Women in European History (New York: Houghton Mifflin,
); Joan Hoff-Wilson, ‘‘The Illusion of Change: Women and the American Revolution,’’
in Alfred F. Young, ed., The American Revolution: Explorations in the History of American
Radicalism (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, ); Richard White, The Middle
Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, – (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, ).

. Rountree, ‘‘Powhatan Indian Women,’’ .
. Laurel Thatcher Ulrich provides a model for such imaginative use of interdisciplinary

tools. She writes of a seventeenth-century Algonkian basket and the story behind its acquisi-
tion by an English family: ‘‘Interpreting such an object requires both imagination and skepti-
cism, imagination to see new possibilities in an old story, but skepticism about its placid
surface.’’ The Age of Homespun: Objects and Stories in the Creation of an American Myth (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, ), –.

. John W. Jordan, ed., ‘‘Spangenberg’s Notes of Travel to Onondaga in ,’’ PMHB 

(): ; Journal of Martin Mack,  Sept. , : : b, MAB.
. I have told her story more fully in ‘‘The ‘Celebrated Madame Montour’: ‘Interpre-

tress’ Across Early American Frontiers,’’ Explorations in Early American Culture  ():
–.

. Jacqueline Peterson has traced the ‘‘ethnogenesis’’ of the métis in the Great Lakes
region of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. The roots of the Métis nation of
Canada lay there, but descendents of these early métis ‘‘became’’ entirely French or entirely
Indian, especially those within the United States (‘‘Prelude to Red River: A Social Portrait of
the Great Lakes Métis,’’ Ethnohistory  []: ).

. Besides her two documented marriages, Isabelle Montour was rumored to have had
liaisons with two other French men and an Ottawa chief, Outoutagan or Jean Le Blanc. Her
sisters married French traders and interpreters; one sister, Marguerite, may later have married
a Miami. Their older brother married a Sokoki woman and, later, an Algonquin; the younger
brother married an Abenaki. Michel Germaneau, Isabelle’s son by her first marriage, married
the daughter of a French trader. Her son Andrew, whose father was probably Carandowana,
married first a Lenape and then an Oneida woman. Catherine and Esther Montour, who were
sometimes called Madame Montour’s granddaughters, married Lenape and Seneca chiefs,
respectively. James P. LaLone, ‘‘Montour Family,’’ unpaginated typescript in author’s posses-
sion, ; Alison Duncan Hirsch, ‘‘Madame Montour,’’ –, , , .

. Cadwallader Colden, ‘‘Letters on Smith’s History of New York,’’ in Collections of New
York-Historical Society  (): ; Robert Hunter to Kilian van Rensalaer,  May ,
Hunter MSS, New-York Historical Society, New York.

. NYCD, :, .
. See James Hijiya, ‘‘Why the West Is Lost,’’ WMQ  (): n; and the response

by Paul Boyer et al., ibid., .
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Journaels Aenteyckeninge,’ ’’ in NNN, . For another view of the changing agricultural roles
of Native men and women in the eighteenth century, see Merritt, ‘‘Mahican, Delaware, and
German Women,’’ –.

. Gnadenhütten diary,  Feb. , : :  (first quotation); Fliegel, Index, : ; :
, –; Gnadenhütten diary,  Dec. , : :  (second quotation); ibid.,  July ,
: :  (third quotation). For other examples of missionary women meeting in conversation
with Indian women, see ibid.,  July, ,  Aug.,  Sept. , : : ; ibid.,  Jan. , : :
; Pachgatgoch diary,  Aug. , : : , RMM, reel ; Friedenshütten diary, ,  Oct.
,  June , :  and : . Merritt, ‘‘Mahican, Delaware, and German Women,’’ –,
, , also considers female relationships.

. Shekomeko diary (English),  Mar. , : : , RMM, reel  (first quotation,
emphasis added); Pachgatgoch diary,  Nov. , ,  Feb. ,  June , :  and :
, RMM, reel ; Wechquetank diary,  Mar. , : : , RMM, reel ; ibid.,  Mar. ,
: :  (second quotation). On Grube’s health, see Fliegel, Index, : –.

. Wechquetank diary,  Mar. , : : ; ibid.,  Mar.  (quotation); Catalog of
Indian converts, : : .

. Gnadenhütten diary, / Sept. , : :  (first quotation); ibid.,  May , : :
 (second quotation); ibid.,  Aug. , : :  (third quotation). On Esther’s later influ-
ences on Native women, see Friedenshütten diary,  Jan. , : : . For additional exam-
ples of Native women holding spiritual conversations with other Native women, see
Gnadenhütten diary,  Mar. , : : ; Friedenshütten diary,  Feb. , : : .

. Gnadenhütten diary,  Feb. , : : .
. Gnadenhütten diary,  Apr. , : : , RMM, reel  (first long quotation); ibid.,

 May , : :  (second long quotation). See also ibid.,  April , : : . On Moravian
bands, see Sessler, Communal Pietism, .

. Gnadenhütten diary,  June , : :  (Sarah’s delivery); ibid.,  Feb. , : :
 (Beata’s delivery); ibid.,  Dec. , : :  (Lydia’s delivery).

. Pachgatgoch diary,  June , : :  (first quotation); ibid.,  Mar. , : :
 (second quotation); Gnadenhütten diary, / Dec. , : : , RMM, reel  (third
quotation).

. Salem diary,  Aug. , : : , RMM, reel ; Goshen diary (English),  Feb.
, : : , RMM, reel  (quotation); Schechschequanunk diary,  and  Aug. , : :
, RMM, reel ; Memoir of Gottlob Sensemann, MAB; Zeisberger, ‘‘History,’’ .

. Shekomeko diary,  Mar. , : : ; Fliegel, Index, : ; Gnadenhütten diary, 

Dec. , : : ; ibid., ,  May , : : ; Pachgatgoch diary,  Dec. , : : ;
Heckewelder to Seidel,  Mar. , : : .

. Friedenshütten diary,  May , : :  (first quotation); ibid.,  June , : :
 (second quotation); ibid.,  June , : : ; Gnadenhütten diary,  Jan., ,  Feb.
(third quotation),  Mar. , : : ; ibid.,  Aug. , : : ; Anthony F. C. Wallace,
‘‘Woman, Land, and Society: Three Aspects of Aboriginal Delaware Life,’’ Pennsylvania Ar-



 � notes to pages 99–102

chaeologist  (): –; Brasser, Riding, –; Gary Steven Kinkel, Our Dear Mother, the
Spirit: An Investigation of Count Zinzendorf ’s Theology and Praxis (Lanham, Md.: University
Press of America, ), , .

. Nain diary,  Dec. , : : , RMM, reel ; Pachgatgoch diary,  Mar. , :
: ; Gnadenhütten, Ohio, diary,  July , : : , RMM, reel ; Gnadenhütten diary, 

Dec. , : : . See also Merritt, ‘‘Mahican, Delaware, and German Women,’’ –.
. Gnadenhütten diary,  Mar. , : : .
. Gnadenhütten diary,  May,  July , :  and : ; Pachgatgoch diary,  Jan.

, : : ; Shekomeko diary,  Mar. , : : ; Philadelphia Barracks diary,  May
, : : , RMM (quotation), reel ; Gnadenhütten diary,  Jan. , : : ; Friedenshüt-
ten diary,  May,  Dec. , : : ; ibid.,  Feb. , : : ; Sessler, Communal Pietism,
–.

. Gnadenhütten diary,  Apr. , : :  (first quotation); Bethlehem diary,  Feb./
 Mar. , microfilm copy, reel , MAB (second quotation); Smaby, Transformation, ;
Bethlehem diary,  Feb./ Mar. . On views of pregnancy during the colonial period, see
Catherine M. Scholten, Childbearing in American Society, – (New York: New York
University Press, ), –.

. Memoir of Johann Georg Jungmann, MAB; Fliegel, Index, :–; Mabel Haller,
Early Moravian Education in Pennsylvania (Nazareth, Pa.: Moravian Historical Society, ),
; Faull, Memoirs, xxix.

. Shekomeko diary,  Nov. , : : ; Gnadenhütten diary,  Jan. , : : ;
Langundo Utenunk diary,  Nov. , : : , RMM, reel ; Fliegel, Index, : , –.

. Gnadenhütten diary,  Oct. , : : .
. For an overview of the work of these women, see Fliegel, Index, vol. ; Carl John

Fliegel’s translation of catalog of Indians,  and : , RMM, reel ; and Merritt, ‘‘Mahican,
Delaware, and German Women,’’ .

. The Moravian emphasis on female leadership seemed radical in eighteenth-century
America, raising hostility and suspicion against the church. As Smaby writes, male Moravian
leaders after  ‘‘had tired of the unending criticism of the Moravian Church and resolved
to bring their religious practice into line with that of other Protestant churches.’’ By ,
male leaders were ready to move closer to mainstream attitudes and practices. During the
s leaders prevented women from holding churchwide offices and strengthened male au-
thority (Smaby, ‘‘Female Piety,’’ – [quotation on ]).

. Fliegel’s catalog of Indians.
. The linguistic ability of Jungmann was certainly an ongoing help in her relations with

Indian women. Moravian records are probably not a good indicator of the range of the
activities of Schmick and Jungmann in the post– period. No doubt these women were
even more involved than extant mission records suggest. We might know more about their
activities had one of them been married to David Zeisberger, who dominated Moravian work
among the Delawares and Mahicans in this time period and kept many, though not all,
mission records. A bachelor until , he did not have a spouse to inform him of women’s
activities and his writings do not provide rich accounts of the work of missionary women.
Zeisberger often appears primarily interested in male activities, and he sometimes aroused
opposition from Indian women. Goschgoschunk diary, ,  July , : : , RMM, reel ;
Merritt, ‘‘Mahican, Delaware, and German Women,’’ –; Zeisberger to Seidel,  June
, : : , RMM, reel .

. John Ettwein to Zeisberger and William Edward,  Mar. , no. , Ettwein
Papers, MAB.

. One of the most successful leaders was Esther who was instrumental in inspiring a
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revival among the female population at Friedenshütten in – when there was no Euro-
American woman at the Susquehanna mission. Indian Arbeiterinnen reported that many In-
dian women requested baptism during this revival. Zeisberger acknowledged Esther’s role in
the conversions: ‘‘We have become aware of a new working again of the Savior among the
women, especially among several, among whom one had not noticed anything before. They
declared to Esther they wanted from now on to become totally the Savior’s.’’ Indians in the
Ohio country later recognized Esther as an important figure. Wyalusing diary,  and  Jan.
, : : , RMM, reel ; Zeisberger to Seidel,  Jan. , : : . When she died in
, many Indians from the vicinity of the Ohio missions honored her by attending her
funeral. Gnadenhütten, Ohio, diary, ,  Aug. , : :. Other Indian leaders from the
later period were Anna Caritas, Anna Salome, and Anna. Anna Caritas was a ‘‘Saaldienerin’’
and ‘‘Helferin’’ in the Ohio country. The renowned midwife Anna Salome was also a member
of the Helpers Conference at Schönbrunn, as was Anna. Petquottink diary,  Mar. , : :
, RMM, reel ; Schönbrunn diary,  Mar. , : : ; ibid.,  Sept. , : : ; ibid.,
 Apr. , : : ; ibid.,  Apr. , : : .

. Goshen diary (English),  Feb. , : : , RMM, reel .

Chapter 

1. The evidence for Sawantaeny’s death is found in MPCP, :–; and ‘‘An Indian
Council held at Philadelphia,  March /,’’ Society Miscellaneous Collections, Indians,
–, box C, folder , HSP. Pages – of the latter manuscript are labeled ‘‘Deposi-
tions of Jonathan Swindel and William Wilkins’’ and provide the fullest account of the inci-
dent. In the manuscript of the March  council, Logan indicated that he thought the crime
had been committed on  January. According to the date written at the top of p. , Swindel’s
and Wilkins’s depositions were taken before Governor Sir William Keith on  March .
Less useful depositions given by witnesses George Rescarrick and Richard Satler, Jr., can be
found in Indian Treaties, Du Simitière Collection, folder , LCP. Satler’s deposition, given on
 March , dates Sawantaeny’s death in the last week of February, which contradicts
Logan’s account and the depositions of Swindel and Wilkins. Sawantaeny’s death has also
been discussed in Francis Jennings, ‘‘Miquon’s Passing: Indian-European Relations in Colo-
nial Pennsylvania,  to ’’ (Ph.D. diss., University of Pennsylvania, ), –; Jen-
nings, The Ambiguous Iroquois Empire: The Covenant Chain Confederation of Indian Tribes
with English Colonies (New York: W. W. Norton, ), –; Daniel K. Richter, The Ordeal
of the Longhouse: The Peoples of the Iroquois League in the Era of European Colonization
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ); Eric Hinderaker, Elusive Empires:
Constructing Colonialism in the Ohio Valley, – (New York: Cambridge University
Press, ), –; and James H. Merrell, Into the American Woods: Negotiators on the Penn-
sylvania Frontier (New York: W. W. Norton, ), –.

. Although the recorded council minutes for these meetings describe Tanachaha as a
representative of the ‘‘Five Nations’’ of the Iroquois, the appellation may be incorrect. Given
that the Tuscaroras became the sixth member of the Iroquois League at some point during
 or , it is difficult to fit the change from the Five to the Six Nations into the chronology
of Sawantaeny’s death and its aftermath told here. To avoid confusion, I have used the terms
‘‘Iroquois nations’’ or ‘‘Iroquois Confederacy’’ instead of either the Five or Six Nations.

. For Merrell’s use of this metaphor, see Into the American Woods, , .
. This term is taken from Robert Cover, ‘‘The Folktales of Justice: Tales of Jurisdic-

tion,’’ in Martha Minow, Michael Ryan, and Austin Sarat, eds., Narrative, Violence, and the
Law: The Essays of Robert Cover (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, ), –.
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. For discussions of ‘‘jurisgenerative’’ and ‘‘jurispathic,’’ see Robert Cover, ‘‘Nomos
and Narrative,’’ in Minow, Ryan, and Sarat, eds., Narrative, Violence, and the Law, –,
esp. –.

. I do not mean to suggest by this sentence that the Pennsylvanians’ position was
monolithic nor that there was a single ‘‘Indian’’ stance toward Sawantaeny’s death. The dis-
tinctions among Pennsylvanians and Indians, respectively, will be treated along with the
distinctions between various Pennsylvanians and Indians, below. For an account of early
provincial-Indian relations that emphasizes William Penn’s role in constructing the myth of
his own benevolence toward the Indians, see James Spady, ‘‘Friendly Meetings: The Art of
Conquest and the Mythical Origins of Pennsylvania, ca. –ca. ’’ (master’s thesis, Col-
lege of William and Mary, ); and his essay in this volume.

. The Sawantaeny case is discussed in Jennings, ‘‘Miquon’s Passing,’’ –; and
Merrell, Into the American Woods, –. For explorations of the comparative treatment of
Europeans and Indians under colonial law, see Francis Jennings, The Invasion of America:
Indians, Colonialism, and the Cant of Conquest (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, ), , , –, ; Alden T. Vaughan, ‘‘Tests of Puritan Justice,’’ in Vaughan,
Roots of American Racism: Essays on the Colonial Experience (New York: Oxford University
Press, ), –; Lyle Koehler, ‘‘Red-White Power Relations and Justice in the Courts of
Seventeenth-Century New England,’’ American Indian Culture and Research Journal  ():
–; Glenn W. LaFantasie, ‘‘Murder of an Indian, ,’’ Rhode Island History  (): –;
Yasuhide Kawashima, Puritan Justice and the Indian: White Man’s Law in Massachusetts, –
 (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, ); James P. Ronda, ‘‘Red and White
at the Bench: Indians and the Law in Plymouth Colony, –,’’ Essex Institute Historical
Collections  (): –; James W. Springer, ‘‘American Indians and the Law of Real
Property in Colonial New England,’’ American Journal of Legal History  (): –. For
an interpretation of intercultural homicides that emphasizes reciprocity, not equality, as the
normative standard that Indians and colonists aspired to, see Katherine Hermes, ‘‘ ‘Justice
Will Be Done Us’: Algonquian Demands for Reciprocity in the Courts of European Settlers,’’
in Christopher L. Tomlins and Bruce M. Mann, eds., The Many Legalities of Early America
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ), –.

. Vaughan, ‘‘Tests of Puritan Justice,’’ .
. See, e.g., Vaughan’s discussion of colonists’ increasingly harsh legal treatment of Indi-

ans, ‘‘Tests of Puritan Justice,’’ –; and Kawashima, Puritan Justice and the Indian, –.
Jennings’s explanation of Sawantaeny’s death also falls into this category; he has argued that
the Cartlidges’ arrest and eventual freedom were the result of a power struggle between Logan
and Pennsylvania Governor Sir William Keith (Ambiguous Iroquois Empire, –). One
major exception to this trend is Alan Taylor’s comparative study of intercultural killings
between Euro-Americans and Iroquois in Canada and upstate New York following the Ameri-
can Revolution: Taylor, ‘‘Covering the Grave,’’ unpub. seminar paper presented at the Massa-
chusetts Historical Society, September , cited with permission of the author.

. My notion of ‘‘national characters,’’ individuals who embody the ‘‘national charac-
ter’’ of the state, is drawn from David Waldstreicher, In the Midst of Perpetual Fetes: The
Making of American Nationalism, – (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
), –, esp. –.

. See James Axtell, After Columbus: Essays in the Ethnohistory of Colonial North America
(New York: Oxford University Press, ), –.

. Kawashima, Puritan Justice and the Indian, , , argues that equality under the
law was the nominal basis for justice under Puritan legal codes. Kawashima does not deny



notes to pages 107–109 � 

that equality was limited by race, religion, and gender, but does indict the Massachusetts
Puritans for failing to live up to their own code.

. Daniel K. Richter, Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, ).

. I use the term ‘‘our’’ advisedly here. Just as I hope to stress the diversity of perspec-
tives among Europeans and Indians—rendering the terms ‘‘European’’ and ‘‘Indian’’ useful
heuristics more than accurate descriptors—I do not mean to deny alternative readings of this
event by speaking in the ‘‘we.’’ As shall become clear in the conclusion, I hope that this
chapter might provide an example of the ways in which mediating between multiple historical
moral narratives may help mediate moral narratives in the present.

. For the treaty, see ‘‘Treaty with the Susquehannah Indians,  Sept. ,’’ George
Vaux Collection of Correspondence and Documents, QCHC. Determining the ‘‘identity’’ of
the ‘‘Susquehanna Indians,’’ as that term was used in colonial Pennsylvania’s diplomatic
records, is an admittedly problematic task, given that the ethnic or tribal terms used by
colonial clerks often appear on close inspection to have a haphazard relation to the ethnic or
tribal designations ethnohistorians use to describe eastern indigenous peoples. In this case, I
am following Francis Jennings’s assertion that early eighteenth-century Susquehanna Valley
Indians were ‘‘an ethnic mixture [of] Iroquois, Shawnees, Conoys, Nanticokes, Delawares,
Tuscaroras, and Tutelos apparently intermingled and intermarried with the Susquehannock-
Conestoga’’ peoples who had moved there after the Susquehannock tribe was dissolved in the
s and re-formed as the Conestoga tribe in the s (Jennings, ‘‘Susquehannock,’’ Hand-
book, –, quotation from p. ; see also Jennings, ‘‘Glory, Death, and Transfiguration,’’
Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society  []: –).

. On William Penn’s early attempts to force outsiders to carry physical tokens of their
good character, such as passes or seals, see John Smolenski, ‘‘Friends and Strangers: Religion,
Diversity, and the Ordering of Public Life in Colonial Pennsylvania, –’’ (Ph.D. diss.,
University of Pennsylvania, ), –.

. On the often paradoxical relation between indigenous agency and authority and the
limits of colonial law more generally, see Lauren F. Benton, ‘‘Colonial Law and Cultural
Difference: Jurisdictional Politics and the Formation of the Colonial State,’’ Comparative
Studies in Society and History  (): –.

. See Smolenski, ‘‘Friends and Strangers,’’ chap. .
. On the rapidly changing nature of treaty councils during the colonial period, see

Merrell, Into the American Woods, . Even the most famous treaty council outside of Phila-
delphia—Penn’s Great Treaty of —took place at the proprietor’s mansion at Pennsbury,
not at an Indian or a neutral site.

. I am using ‘‘periphery’’ here as a relative term, of course. After all, Philadelphia itself
was a ‘‘periphery’’ of Indian ‘‘cores’’ to the west; see Jeanne Chase, ‘‘Porous Boundaries and
Shifting Borderlands: The American Experience in a New World Order,’’ Reviews in American
History  (): –; and James H. Merrell, ‘‘The Customes of Our Countrey’’ in Bernard
Bailyn and Philip D. Morgan, eds., Strangers Within the Realm: Cultural Margins of the First
British Empire (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ), –.

. For a discussion of wampum in establishing authority at the outset of conferences,
see Merrell, Into the American Woods, , .

. MPCP, :.
. Ibid., –.
. Ibid., .
. My discussion of the communicative role of wampum relies here partially on Mer-

rell’s discussion of wampum’s meaning (Into the American Woods, – and passim) and
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on Gordon M. Sayre’s analysis of the relation between wampum and writing (Sayre, Les
Sauvages Américains: Representations of Native Americans in French and English Colonial Liter-
ature [Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ], –, esp. –, –,
). As I hope my discussion will show, I think that the functional differences between
wampum and alphabetic script in colonial political, legal, and diplomatic relations were
smaller than Sayre suggests.

. MPCP, :.
. Ibid., .
. Ibid., :.
. Ibid., –.
. Ibid., .
. Ibid., –.
. Ibid., , .
. Ibid., .
. Logan Papers, :, HSP. This event may well have renewed the desire of many Indians

for the provincial government to license traders more effectively, as evidenced by the Septem-
ber  treaty Logan negotiated with the Susquehanna Indians, discussed above.

. MPCP, : (emphasis added).
. Ibid., –.
. Ibid., .
. Ibid., –.
. ‘‘Articles of Agreement Between William Penn and the Susquehannah, Shawoneh,

and North Patomack Indians,’’  Apr. , PA, st ser., :–.
. MPCP, :.
. Penn Manuscripts, Indian Affairs, :, HSP.
. MPCP, :–, : –, –.
. The quotation is from Connessoa of the Onondaga (Penn Manuscripts, Indian Af-

fairs, :, HSP). For a similar comment from Gookin, see MPCP, :.
. MPCP, :–, –.
. Ibid., :–.
. Ibid., . As Jennings has pointed out, Logan failed to include the depositions of

Swindel and Wilkins in his official report. Jennings’s speculation that Logan suppressed these
testimonies because they showed Cartlidge’s culpability is more dubious, however. The very
manuscript account that Logan ‘‘suppressed’’ notes that Keith was present at the depositions;
this raises the question of who, exactly, Logan was trying to hide the depositions from. See
‘‘An Indian Council held at Philadelphia,  January /,’’ Society Miscellaneous Collec-
tions, Indians, –, box C, folder , pp. –, HSP.

. This fact was in some dispute, as one witness claimed not to have seen Sawantaeny
with his gun, while four witnesses claimed that he did have his gun. Since one of these
witnesses was Sawantaeny’s wife, who claimed she was in the cabin when he left with his gun,
I believe that he actually did retrieve his gun.

. The testimony can be found in MPCP, :–.
. Ibid., .
. Ibid..
. For a further discussion of these laws, see Smolenski, ‘‘Friends and Strangers,’’ –.
. The most recent interracial death was that of Francis LaTore, at the hands of a group

of Indians (probably Shawnee warriors). LaTore, a servant, had run away from his master,
who then hired local Indians to capture or kill him. They killed him. See MPCP, :–.

. The only indirect evidence that Logan, at least, may have been aware of this statute
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is his long association with William Penn as the proprietor’s agent. Logan arrived in —
when the mixed-jury statute was still on the books although not enforced—and was in all
likelihood aware of Penn’s unusual and progressive ideas on diplomatic and legal relations
with Indians.

. Weynepeeweyta was, as noted above, a Shawnee who had close ties to the Seneca on
the Pennsylvania frontier (Charles Callender, ‘‘Shawnee,’’ Handbook, –). It is difficult
to know whether Sawantaeny’s place of residence and status were defined by his tribal back-
ground and lineage or Weynepeeweyta’s; although the Shawnees were at this time both patri-
lineal and patrilocal (ibid., –), the Senecas were matrilocal and matrilineal, as were the
Delaware and Conestoga people living in the region. This confluence of different political
lineage systems in one community makes determining Sawantaeny’s political affiliation in
death even more problematic.

. MPCP, :.
. Ibid., :.
. Smolenski, ‘‘Friends and Strangers,’’ –; Jennings, Ambiguous Iroquois Empire,

–.
. Jennings, Invasion of America, , , –, .
. Indian Treaties, Du Simitière Collection, folder , LCP. This Indian Council was not

recorded in the official minutes of the Provincial Council. See MPCP, :–.
. The Cartlidges, in their petition for bail to the Provincial Council on  Mar., had

implied that Sawantaeny might still be alive, noting that they were ‘‘heartily sorry for the
Death of the Indian (if He be really dead)’’ (MPCP, :).

. Indian Treaties, Du Simitière Collection, folder , LCP. Although this manuscript
does not say which treaty Civility was referring to when he held ‘‘a Parchment in his Hand,’’
it was most likely the ‘‘Treaty with the Susquehannah Indians’’ from September  that
prohibited unlicensed traders from selling alcohol to those Indians; see note , above. This
treaty became an issue in , see below.

. MPCP, :–.
. Ibid., .
. See Keith’s message to the Iroquois nations (ibid., ); and his reiteration of the

same theme at a September meeting in Philadelphia (ibid., ).
. Keith quoted Satcheechoe’s message at the September council at Albany; see ibid.,

.
. Ibid., .
. Jennings sees this as the true beginning of Pennsylvania’s participation in the Cove-

nant Chain, arguing that Penn had largely ignored the Iroquois in his dealings, making trea-
ties primarily with the Delaware and the Susquehanna (Conestoga) Indians. (Ambiguous
Iroquois Empire, –).

. This point is also made by Jennings, Ambiguous Iroquois Empire, –. In one
critical respect, however, Keith did reject the Iroquois claim to sovereignty over the region.
He gladly took control of the lands around Conestoga that the Iroquois ceded, but, he told
those assembled at Albany, ‘‘You know very well that the Lands about Conestogoe, upon the
River Susquehannah, belong to your old friend and kind Brother William Penn.’’ Keith had
managed to accept their gift without recognizing their authority to give it (MPCP, :).

. On narrative contextualization and fact-making, see Clifford Geertz, ‘‘Local Knowl-
edge: Fact and Law in Comparative Perspective,’’ in Geertz, Local Knowledge: Further Essays
in Interpretive Anthropology (New York: Basic Books, ), –.

. Jane T. Merritt and Nancy Shoemaker have recently argued for the significance of
familial and body language, respectively, as structuring metaphors in Indian-colonial diplo-
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macy in Pennsylvania. See Merritt, ‘‘Metaphor, Meaning, and Misunderstanding: Language
and Power on the Pennsylvania Frontier,’’ in Andrew R. L. Cayton and Fredrika J. Teute,
eds., Contact Points: American Frontiers from the Mohawk Valley to the Mississippi, –

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ), –; Nancy Shoemaker, ‘‘Body
Language,’’ in Janet Moore Lindman and Michelle Lise Tartar, eds., A Centre of Wonders: The
Body in Early America (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, ), –. I do not intend to
suggest here that familial or body language is insignificant to Civility’s speech, or in any other
Indian-colonial interactions for that matter. I am suggesting, however, that although Civility
employs these metaphors in describing the relationship between his people and the provincial
government, his normative statements regarding how the provincials should act are grounded
in a history of alliance, friendship, and reciprocity. In this case—where Civility is making
claims on the colonial government—normative folktales of justice are used in combination
with descriptive metaphors of connection.

. MPCP, :.
. Ibid., :–, –. For other examples of Pennsylvania’s Indians invoking

Penn’s example, see ibid., :, ; ‘‘Acount of Indian Council held at Philadelphia  Sept.
,’’ Logan Papers, :; ‘‘James Logan’s Report on Meeting with Indians,’’ Memoirs of the
Historical Society of Philadelphia (Philadelphia: Historical Society of Pennsylvania, ),
:–. James Spady has discussed Keith’s (and later, Patrick Gordon’s) references to Penn’s
history with the Indians as a continuation of a myth propagated by the proprietor himself
about his own benevolence. See Spady’s ‘‘Friendly Meetings’’ () and his chapter in this
volume. I would argue from the evidence presented here that Civility and other negotiators
for the Conestoga and Delaware Indians were more instrumental in making the mythic rela-
tionship between Penn and provincial Indians central to colonial-Indian treaty discourse in
the s than was Penn’s earlier propaganda. It seems likely that Keith’s and Gordon’s men-
tions of the Penn myth were more directly related to Indians’ repeated invocation of the
Penn-Indian relationship in the s and s than they were to anything Penn said or
wrote about his relations with local Natives.

. Both ‘‘Miquon’’ and ‘‘Onas’’ are Indian puns. Each word means, in its respective
language, ‘‘quill’’ or ‘‘pen,’’ thus working as cognates for Penn.

. The discussion here is influenced by Robert A. Williams, Jr.’s analysis of Native
American treaties as stories. See Williams, Linking Arms Together: American Indian Treaty
Visions of Law and Peace, – (New York: Oxford University Press, ).

. MPCP, :.
. Merrell suggests that Civility conspired with the Cartlidges to bury Sawantaeny im-

mediately both to keep the peace and to keep the Iroquois out of Pennsylvania, although he
does not develop the question of whether or not any Indians in Pennsylvania would have
desired that the Cartlidges be tried under English law for murder (Merrell, Into the American
Woods, ).

. I should make clear that I do not intend by this passage to further the ‘‘myth’’ of the
Iroquois Empire, or to suggest that the Iroquois attempt to bring the Indians on the Susque-
hanna under their influence was the equivalent of the colonial expansion of Pennsylvania’s
government and authority. As Jennings and Matthew Dennis have argued, the notion that
the Iroquois nations functioned as an imperial or colonial power in any way comparable to
European colonialism is inaccurate. See Jennings, Ambiguous Iroquois Empire, –; Jen-
nings, ‘‘ ‘Pennsylvania Indians’ and the Iroquois,’’ in Daniel K. Richter and James H. Merrell,
eds., Beyond the Covenant Chain: The Iroquois and Their Neighbors in Indian North America,
– (Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, ), –; Dennis, Cultivating a
Landscape of Peace: Iroquois-European Encounters in Seventeenth-Century America (Ithaca:
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Cornell University Press, ), , , , , –. Hinderaker, on the other hand, may
go too far in this direction; his discussion of the settlement of Sawantaeny’s death ignores the
fact that non-Iroquois Indians were affected by the agreements reached between the Iroquois
and Keith. He thus misses the fact that many Indians living on Pennsylvania’s borders did
consider the Iroquois unwanted intruders, if not ‘‘imperial’’ in the sense discussed above
(Elusive Empires, –).

. MPCP, :–; PA, st ser., :–; ‘‘James Logan’s Report,’’ –; Merrell, Into
the American Woods, –; Jennings, Ambiguous Iroquois Empire, ; Hinderaker, Elusive
Empires, –.

. ‘‘James Logan’s Report,’’ –.
. MPCP, :.
. Ibid., –.
. Ibid., .
. PA, st series, :–; MPCP, :.
. MPCP, :–. Critically, however, whereas Gordon described this agreement on

harboring fugitive slaves as implying that all Pennsylvania laws would be upheld on the
frontier—including those punishing those guilty of intercultural assault or homicide—his
Iroquois counterparts were silent on that issue.

. MPCP, :–.
. Ibid., :–.
. Jennings, Invasion of America, –.
. My understanding of how assertions of jurisdiction transform space into territory—a

particular kind of space under the domain of a single sovereign authority—is influenced by
Christopher L. Tomlins, ‘‘The Legal Cartography of Colonization, the Legal Polyphony of
Settlement: English Intrusions on the American Mainland in the Seventeenth Century,’’ Law
and Social Inquiry  (): –. I should note that my argument here implicitly disagrees
with the emphasis Tomlins places on colonial charters in mapping colonial rule; I argue here
that ongoing practices of sanction and ratification, not the initial jurisdictional chartering,
play the key role in producing territorial sovereignty. This is particularly true with respect to
Tomlins’s analysis of Pennsylvania. My disagreement is more a matter of emphasis and prior-
ity, however, than a rejection of Tomlins’s fundamental argument, which is quite accurate.

. MPCP, :–.
. Ibid., –. See also MPCP, :.
. Civility’s attempts to retrospectively incorporate the Shawnees into the  and 

treaties suggests that these two weaker Indian groups had made common cause in their efforts
to stem the expansion of Iroquois influence to the south.

. MPCP, :.
. Michael Meranze, ‘‘Even the Dead Will Not Be Safe: An Ethics of Early American

History,’’ WMQ  (): .
. Ibid., , .
. My argument here is heavily influenced by Daniel K. Richter’s trenchant critique of

the contemporary uses of this kind of early American victimology (‘‘Whose Indian History?’’
WMQ  []: –).

. My thinking here is deeply influenced by Cover, ‘‘Nomos and Narrative,’’ and Axtell,
After Columbus, –.

. Nor should we assume that Sawantaeny would necessarily have wanted to describe
himself in a single, unifying narrative. As Richard White has pointed out, many Native Amer-
ican cultures were far more likely to employ multiple—and potentially contradictory—
narratives of self to convey their social and political identity; see White, ‘‘ ‘Although I am
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dead, I am not entirely dead. I have left a second of myself ’: Constructing Self and Persons
on the Middle Ground of Early America,’’ in Ronald Hoffman, Mechal Sobel, and Fredrika J.
Teute, eds., Through a Glass Darkly: Reflections on Personal Identity in Early America (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, ), –. On identity as a product of personal
narratives, see Charlotte Linde, Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence (New York: Oxford
University Press, ). This discussion of cultural position and the interpretation of narra-
tives is influenced by Arnold Krupat’s discussion of the difficulties of an ‘‘authentic’’ indige-
nous literary criticism and the problems of Native American autobiography (Ethnocriticism:
Ethnography, History, Literature [Berkeley: University of California Press, ], , –).

. For a discussion of the process by which dissenters or otherwise marginalized individ-
uals—such as Sawantaeny—can have their ‘‘true Americanness’’ ratified and become symbol-
ically incorporated into the national fold, see Waldstreicher, In the Midst of Perpetual Fetes,
–.

Chapter 

1. ‘‘Proceedings Against John Toby at Paxton, February – [],’’ Weiser Collection,
HSP. This consists of the two depositions and Weiser’s account of events. There are two
copies of each item, both in Weiser’s hand, one of which is noticeably neater, suggesting that
it was copied from the rougher version, which was probably the original. Another copy of
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