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The States, People, and the History of Social Change series brings together  

cutting-edge books written by academic historians on criminal justice, welfare, 

education, health, and other areas of social change and social policy. The ways  

in which states, governments, and local communities have responded to “social 

problems” can be seen across many different temporal and geographical contexts. 

From the early modern period to contemporary times, states have attempted to 

shape the lives of their inhabitants in important ways. Books in this series explore 

how groups and individuals have negotiated the use of state power and policy to 

regulate, change, control, or improve peoples’ lives and the consequences of these 

processes. The series welcomes international scholars whose research explores  

social policy (and its earlier equivalents) as well as other responses to social need, 

in historical perspective. 
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