
Contents

List of Tables�  x

List of Figures� xi

Preface� xiv

Acknowledgements� xvi

Glossary� xviii

1. Introduction 1

2. Sources of Legitimacy of the CPV 17
Definition of Political Legitimacy and the Legitimation 17

Model of the CPV
Tradition-Based Achievements and Values 21
Profound Influence of Chinese Culture and Statecraft 27

Doctrine
Nationalism Stemmed from a Long History of Struggle 31

against Foreign Invaders
Ho Chi Minh’s Charismatic Leadership 36
Socialism as a State-Building Ideology and Performance 49

Legitimacy

00 Blue, Red Pawn FM_4P_27Jan25.indd   7 27/1/25   5:47 PM

http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg


viii	 Contents

3. Factors Contributing to the CPV’s Need to Improve 83
Its Legitimacy

Linkage and Leverage for Democratization 85
Corruption and Bad Governance 99

	    Land Disputes� 111
	    Nepotism� 113

The Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea� 119
The Proliferation of the Internet� 127

4. The CPV’s Claim to Democratic Legitimacy 157

5. Elections and Improvements in the Functionality 180
of the National Assembly

Why Do Most Authoritarian Regimes Hold Elections? 181
The Legal Framework for National Assembly Elections 185

in Vietnam
National Assembly Elections in Vietnam 189
The National Assembly Election Process 192
Observation and Press Coverage of the National 204

	   Assembly Elections
Result of the 2016 and 2021 National Assembly Elections� 209

of Vietnam
Recent Changes in the Elections and the Functionality� 212

of the National Assembly of Vietnam
Vote of Confidence� 213
Enhancement of Decision-Making Functionality� 222
Debate Sessions at the National Assembly� 227
More Communication with the Press and Voters� 230

6. Surveys on Voters’ Perceptions of Democracy 249
and Elections

2016 Survey on Voters’ Perceptions of Democracy 251
and Elections

Criteria for Democracy� 251
Rating the State of Democracy in Vietnam from 254

One to Ten (2016)

00 Blue, Red Pawn FM_4P_27Jan25.indd   8 27/1/25   5:47 PM



ix	 Contents

	       The Link between Democracy and Economic� 257
	         Development
	       Satisfaction with Vietnam’s Current Political System� 259
	       Needed Improvements� 261
	       2016 National Assembly Election Participation� 263
	       Selection Criteria for National Assembly� 267
	         Representatives (2016)
	       Voters’ Perception of the Significance of Their Votes� 272
	       Voters’ Attention to the Results of the 2016 Election� 274
	       Impact of the 2016 National Assembly Election on� 275
	         the Current Political Situation of Vietnam
	 Survey on Voters’ Perceptions of the 2021 National� 277
	     Assembly Election
	       2021 National Assembly Election Participation� 279
	       Selection Criteria for National Assembly� 283
	         Representatives (2021)
	       Perception of the Public Information Campaign� 286
	       2021 National Assembly Election’s Transparency � 290
	       Number of Unsuccessful Candidates Voted for� 293
	       Expected Impact of the Election on Democracy � 299
	       Rating the State of Democracy in Vietnam from� 301
	         One to Ten (2021)
	       Understanding the Mindset of Vietnamese Voters� 303

7.	 Of the People, By the People, For the People� 311

Index� 319

About the Author� 338

00 Blue, Red Pawn FM_4P_27Jan25.indd   9 27/1/25   5:47 PM


