About the Contributors

Arsenio M. Balisacan is the first Chairman and CEO of the Philippine
Competition Commission. Previously, he served as the Socioeconomic
Planning Secretary in the Cabinet of President Benigno S. Aquino III
and, concurrently, the Director-General of the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA). Prior to his appointment in NEDA,
he was the Dean and Professor of the University of the Philippines
(UP) School of Economics and Director-Chief Executive of the
Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research
in Agriculture (SEARCA). Before joining the UP faculty, he was a
Research Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu and Economist
at the World Bank in Washington, D.C. He holds a PhD in Economics
from the University of Hawaii and an MS degree in Agricultural
Economics from the University of the Philippines Los Bafios.

Ramon L. Clarete is a Professor and a former Dean of the University
of the Philippines School of Economics in Diliman, Quezon City. His
research interests are on trade, agriculture and food policies. For
several years he managed the delivery of technical assistance
programmes of the USAID/Philippines to the Philippine government,
primarily on trade capacity building, and he has provided policy
advice to the government and business support organizations in the
Philippines. Under the Asian Development Bank (ADB), he led a team
of experts who conducted the background studies for the National
Economic Development Authority’s long-term vision of the Philippine
economy. The ADB had engaged him to give advice to and conduct
training on food and trade policy to the members of the ASEAN Food
Security Reserve Board. He currently is in the Advisory Board of the
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Asian Rice Bowl Index (RBI) and until just recently in the Board of
Advisors of the WTO Chairs Programme. He has published several
papers on food policy, the latest being on “Deepening ASEAN Rice
Trade”.

Emmanuel F. Esguerra is Professor of Economics at the University of
the Philippines School of Economics (UPSE). A member of the UPSE
faculty since 1993, he was seconded to the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) in July 2012 where he served as
Deputy Director-General for Policy and Planning and subsequently
as Director-General and Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning from
February to June 2016. Prior to his secondment at NEDA, he was
chair of the Department of Economics at UPSE. He obtained his PhD
in 1993 from the Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio, USA.
His research interests include labour economics and development
microeconomics.

Hal Hill is the H.W. Arndt Professor Emeritus of Southeast Asian
Economies at the Australian National University. His research interests
focus on various aspects of the economic development and political
economy of the Southeast Asian countries. He is the author or editor
of eighteen books and has written about 150 academic papers and book
chapters. He is an occasional op-ed contributor to Australian and Asian
newspapers, magazines and websites, and a radio/TV commentator.
He has worked as a consultant for the Australian Government, the
Indonesian Government, the World Bank, the Asian Development
Bank, and several United Nations agencies. He has held visiting
academic appointments at institutions in ten countries, including the
University of the Philippines. He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social
Sciences of Australia, and has been an official guest of Indonesia as a
“Presidential Friend of Indonesia”.

Ruperto P. Alonzo was a Professor at the University of the Philippines
School of Economics and had been with the faculty since 1968. He
was also a Research Fellow at the Energy Policy and Development
Program. He served as a Deputy Director-General of the National
Economic and Development Authority from 1998 to 2001. He was
also the Vice-President for Development for the University of the
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Philippines System and a Commissioner for the UNESCO National
Commission of the Philippines. He graduated magna cum laude from
the Ateneo de Manila University with the AB degree in Humanities.
He took his MA in Economics at the University of the Philippines
and did doctoral studies at the University of Chicago. His fields
of research interests were in Public Economics (Project Evaluation,
Investment Programming, Public Expenditure Management), Human
Resources Economics (Education, Health), and Development Economics
(Informal Sector, Impact Assessment, Decentralization Studies).

Clarisa Joy A. Arellano is a research assistant at the World Bank
Philippine Office under the Macroeconomics and Fiscal Management
Global Practice. She is currently part of the team preparing the Bank’s
next flagship report, the “Mindanao Jobs Report”. Prior to joining
the World Bank she was part of the Energy Policy and Development
Program research team, where she learned more about energy and
environment issues and helped in writing the Filipino 2040 study on
the environment, climate change and disaster resiliency. Issa is a
graduate student at the UP School of Economics and is completing her
masters’ thesis on the effects of the IT-BPM industry on the Philippine
labour markets. Her research interests include development economics,
labour, trade and environmental economics.

Eduardo Banzon MD, MSc is Principal Health Specialist of the
Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department of the
Asian Development Bank (ADB). Dr Banzon champions Universal
Health Coverage and has long provided technical support to countries
in Asia and the Pacific in their pursuit of this goal. Before joining
ADB he was President and CEO of the Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation, a World Health Organization (WHO) regional adviser
for health financing in the Eastern Mediterranean region, World Bank
senior health specialist, WHO-Bangladesh health economist, and a
faculty member of the University of the Philippines’ College of
Medicine, Ateneo Graduate School of Business, Ateneo School of
Government and Asian Institute of Management. He holds a Doctor
of Medicine degree from the University of the Philippines and an MSc
in Health Policy Planning and Financing from the London School of
Economics and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
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Arturo G. Corpuz is an Urban-Regional Planner involved in private
practice and public planning and policy studies. He received his
baccalaureate from the University of the Philippines and his master’s
and doctoral degrees in urban and regional planning from Cornell
University, where he was a recipient of an APA-AICP Award, a Sage
Graduate Fellowship, and a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation Grant. He also served as Lecturer at the Department of
City and Regional Planning of the same university. He received
an award from the Philippine Regulations Commission as Most
Outstanding Environmental Planner, and from the University of
the Philippines School of Urban and Regional Planning as Most
Outstanding Teacher. He is a former President of the Philippine
Economic Society; a Fellow of the Foundation for Economic Freedom
and the Philippine Institute of Environmental Planning; a Member
of the American Planning Association and the Philippine National
Historical Society.

Rolando A. Danao is Professor Emeritus at the University of the
Philippines School of Economics and a Research Fellow at the
Energy Policy and Development Program. He has written various
papers and books, particularly in the field of mathematical economics
and econometrics. He graduated BS Geodetic Engineering and MS
Mathematics from the University of the Philippines Diliman. He
obtained his MA in Mathematics and PhD in Mathematics from the
University of California at Berkeley and completed his Postdoctoral
Studies in Econometrics at the University of Pennsylvania. His research
interests are in Mathematical Economics, Operations Research, and
Econometrics.

Raul V. Fabella is one of the Philippines’ National Scientists and is
a Professor Emeritus of the University of the Philippines School of
Economics. He is also a Research Fellow at the Energy Policy and
Development Program. He obtained his PhD in Economics at Yale
University. He took his Master’s Degree in Economics at the University
of the Philippines, where he served as Dean from 1998 to 2007. He
has written articles in both theoretical and applied fields: political
economy and rent-seeking, the theory of teams; regulation; international
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economics; and mathematical economics. Notable concepts associated
with him are the “Olson ratio” in rent-seeking, egalitarian Nash
bargaining solutions, and the debt-adjusted real effective exchange
rate. His current fields of interest are economic theory, agricultural
economics and international economics.

Beverly Lorraine Ho MD MPH is Chief of the Health Research
Division of the Philippine Department of Health’s Health Policy
Development and Planning Bureau. Prior to this, she was a consultant
for the Asian Development Bank’s Health Sector Group working on
health financing, health security and health impact assessment in
the Greater Mekong sub-region. Dr Ho teaches health policy in the
Ateneo de Manila University, co-founded the Alliance for Improving
Health Outcomes, and actively works with Bagumbayani Initiative, a
loose collaboration of young civil servants. She has worked for the
Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth) and Qualimed
Health Network; conducted research on health informatics and
maternal and child health; and provided technical assistance to the
Philippine government through WHO and UNICEF. She holds a
Doctor of Medicine degree from the University of the Philippines and
a Master of Public Health in Health Policy and Management from the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.

Karl Robert L. Jandoc is an Assistant Professor at the University of
the Philippines School of Economics. He earned his PhD in economics
at the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 2016 and his MA in
Economics and BS Economics at the School of Economics, University
of the Philippines. His research interests are in microeconomic theory,
resource and energy economics. Apart from his academic position,
he has also engaged in consultancy work for the Asian Development
Bank, World Bank and the Energy Policy and Development Program.

Gilberto Llanto was President of the Philippine Institute for
Development Studies. He is Regional Coordinator of the East Asian
Development Network, a network of East Asian research institutes
conducting policy research and capacity building; Country Coordinator
for the Philippines of the Network of East Asian Think Tanks (NEAT);
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Lead Convenor of the Philippine APEC Study Center Network;
Associate Editor of the Philippine Review of Economics; Chairman of
the Editorial Board of the Philippine Journal of Development; Member
of the Academic Steering Committee on Financial Inclusion of the
International Cooperative and Mutual Insurance Federation (ICMIF
United Kingdom); and Member of the Advisory Council, Microfinance
Council of the Philippines, Inc. (MCPI). He was formerly Deputy
Director-General of the National Economic and Development Authority,
and President of the Philippine Economic Society. He has a PhD in
Economics from the School of Economics, University of the Philippines.
He has a Master’s Degree in Economics and a Bachelor’s Degree in
Philosophy. His research interests include public economics, growth
economics, financial inclusion, microfinance, regional integration and
infrastructure regulation. His most recent publication is “Philippine
Infrastructure and Connectivity: Challenges and Reform”, Asian
Economic Policy Review 11, no. 2, July 2016.

Dennis S. Mapa is the Dean and Professor in Statistics at the School
of Statistics, University of the Philippines in Diliman. He also serves
as an Affiliate Professor in Economics at the UP School of Economics,
and Research Fellow at the Social Weather Stations (SWS). He is also
a Research Fellow at the Energy Policy and Development Program.
He was a visiting scholar at the International Centre for the Study
of East Asian Development (ICSEAD) in Kitakyushu, Japan. A multi-
awarded researcher, Dr Mapa is the SEARCA Regional Professorial
Chair holder for 2015 and a University of the Philippines Scientist for
2012-14. In 2008 he received the Outstanding Young Scientist (OYS)
Award from the National Academy of Science and Technology (NAST)
for his research contribution in the areas of Econometric and Financial
Time Series Analysis, Empirical Economic Growth, Poverty Analysis
and Impact Evaluation. He obtained his PhD in Economics at the UP
School of Economics and holds a Master’s Degree both in Statistics
and Economics from the same university.

Ronald U. Mendoza, PhD is Dean and Associate Professor at the
Ateneo School of Government. From 2011 to 2015, he was an Associate
Professor of Economics at the Asian Institute of Management (AIM),
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and the Executive Director of the AIM Rizalino S. Navarro Policy
Center for Competitiveness. Prior to that, he was a Senior Economist
with the United Nations in New York. His research background
includes work with UNICEF, UNDP, the Federal Reserve Bank of
Boston, the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), and several Manila-
based non-governmental organizations. His work has appeared in
various peer-reviewed economics and policy journals; and he has also
published several books on international development, public finance
and international cooperation. His work includes Providing Global
Public Goods: Managing Globalization (2003), The New Public Finance:
Responding to Global Challenges (2006), Children in Crisis: Protecting the
Vulnerable and Promoting Recovery for All (2012) and Building Inclusive
Democracies in ASEAN (2015; and Winner of the NAST Outstanding
Book Award for 2016). Mendoza obtained his Bachelor’s Degree in
Economics (Honors Program) from the Ateneo de Manila University
in the Philippines, his Masters in Public Administration and
International Development (MPA-ID) from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government, Harvard University, and his MA and PhD in
Economics from Fordham University. He is a recipient of various
awards, including the 2012 National Academy of Science and
Technology’s Ten Outstanding Young Scientists (OYS) in the
Philippines (in Economics), the World Economic Forum’s Young
Global Leaders in 2013, and Devex 40 Under 40 Development Leader
in 2013.

Rosechin Olfindo is consultant in the World Bank and non-resident
research fellow in the Ateneo School of Government. In the World
Bank, she is involved in analytical work on social protection, labour
regulations, employment programmes, and education. In the Ateneo
School of Government, she participates in research on governance,
social protection, and housing. She was also non-resident research
fellow in the Asian Institute of Management, consultant to the Asian
Development Bank, and a staff member of the Philippines’ National
Economic and Development Authority. She holds a master’s degree
in public administration in international development from Harvard
University and a master’s degree in economics from the University of
the Philippines.
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Majah-Leah V. Ravago is Assistant Professor at the University of
the Philippines School of Economics (UPSE). She is also the Program
Director of the USAID grant — Energy Policy and Development Program
(EPDP) at the UPecon Foundation. Her research interests include
resource economics, development economics, energy economics,
and economics of natural disasters. She has published papers on
resource management and sustainability, climate change, agriculture,
and experimental games. She has received research grants from the
University of the Philippines, East-West Center, and the Metrobank
Foundation. She is a Board Member and Secretary of the Philippine
Economic Society (PES). In July 2016 she received the National
Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) Outstanding Young
Scientist (OYS) Award in the field of Economics. She obtained her BS in
Business Economics and MA in Economics degrees from the University
of the Philippines. Her PhD in Economics is from the University of
Hawaii (UH) under the East-West Center (EWC) Graduate Degree
Fellowship Program.

James A. Roumasset is a Professor of Economics at the University
of Hawaii Manoa, where he has been on the Economics faculty since
1976. He received his PhD in economics from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 1973 and also has economics degrees from the
University of Hawaii (MA) and the University of California-Berkeley
(BA). He has taught and conducted research at the University of
California-Davis, University of the Philippines (both Diliman and
Los Bafios), Australian National University, Yale University, University
of Maryland, International Rice Research Institute, and World Bank.
From 1978 to 1979, he led the Agricultural Development Council,
Philippines programme. He is a member of the Board of Directors
of the Western Economic Association International and a member of
the American Economic Association, American Agricultural Economics
Association, Association of Environmental and Resource Economists,
and International Society for New Institutional Economics. He has
published widely on agricultural development, environmental and
natural resource economics, transaction cost economics, risk and
decision-making, and the nature, causes, and consequences of public
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Winfred M. Villamil is an Associate Professorial Lecturer at the De La
Salle University School of Economics. He earned his bachelor’s degree
at the Ateneo de Manila University and his MA and PhD degrees in
Economics at the University of the Philippines School of Economics.
He has published locally and internationally in the fields of human
resource economics and regional development.






