ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The completion of this book would not have been possible without
the generous assistance of many people in Malaysia and Singapore.
I must first and foremost thank Ambassador K. Kesavapany, former
Director of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, who gave
his full encouragement and continuing support for this work. I would also
like to thank Mrs Triena Ong, formerly of the Institute, whose support
throughout the process of writing was invaluable and who offered much
encouragement at crucial points of this work’s evolution. Mr Stephen
Logan, Mrs Y.L. Lee and other staff at ISEAS provided much needed
administrative support.

There were a number of academics and observers whose contributions
were both stimulating and helped me to shape my observations and the
final direction of this work. These included Dr Ooi Kee Beng, Dr Geoff
Wade, the late Mr Barry Wain, Dr Lee Hock Guan, Dr Leon Comber,
and others at ISEAS; Dr K. Anbalakan of Universiti Sains Malaysia;
Dr S. Nagarajan of Wawasan Open University, whose assistance can
only be described as substantial; Dr Haji Mohamad Thalha who shed
Iight on the Indian Muslim experience in Malaysia; Mr Pathmarajah
Nagalingam; Dr Gauri Krishnan, National Heritage Board, Singapore;
Dr Andrew Wilford, Cornell University, USA; Mr Ismail Kassim, former
Straits Times Senior Correspondent, Kuala Lumpur; Sri Ramli Ibrahim,
Artistic Director, Sutra Dance Theatre; Dr R. Thillainathan, Executive
Director of Genting Bhd; Professor P. Ramasamy, Deputy Chief Minister,
Penang; Mr Janakey Raman Manickam who supplied me with a copy of
his book, The Malaysian Indian Dilemma; Mr P. Uthayakumar of Hindraf;
Mr J. Terence Netto with whom I shared some illuminating conversations,
Mr Liew Chin Tong, MP; Dr S.R. Sivachandralingam of Universiti
Malaya; Professor Balachandran Shanmugam; Mr B. Kumaresh; Mr and
Mrs Shanmuganathan; Mr V. Chockalingam, who showed me enormous



viii Acknowledgements

kindness during a visit to Malacca; and Mr Kumar Menon, whose forensic
questioning of my assumptions led me to rethink some aspects of my
book. I would also wish to acknowledge the kind assistance of the late
Puan Sri Janaki Athi Nahappan who shared her recollections of Subhas
Chandra Bose and the politics of Indian nationalism; Toh Puan Uma
Sambanthan, whose encyclopedic memory, insights, and generosity have
over many years greatly enriched my own perspectives; and the late
Dr S.M. Ponniah whose observations were always profound. Dr Ooi Cheng
Ghee of Penang kindly agreed to allow me to use the photograph which
graces the cover of this book. There are also a number of people who
specifically requested that their contributions remain unacknowledged,
but to whom I am deeply grateful.

With regard to those who assisted me with accommodation and
hospitality, I offer my deepest thanks to Mr and Mrs V. Thanapal who for
many years have offered me a home away from home during my frequent
trips to Malaysia; Mr and Mrs N. Selva; the late Mr N.S. Sundrasekaran
and Mrs Sundrasekaran; Mr. K. and Mrs Ah Leng Thuruvan; Mr Kumar
and Mrs Nui Menon; Madam V. Jayaladchumy; Mr A. and Mrs Veronica
Athimoolmam; and Ms A. Thanam.

I offer my deepest thanks to my wife, Wendy Valli Belle, who has lived
with this book for the past three years, who has lived through endless
discourses on Indians in Malaysia, and whose support, encouragement,
humour, and plain commonsense have been of immeasurable assistance.
I dedicate this book, with love, to her.

While many have provided assistance in many fields, the opinions
contained in this book, are, of course, my own.



