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It is a daunting task to thank everyone responsible for this book. There
are just so many. As a young scholar, I have been exceptionally fortunate
in being surrounded by warm and brilliant people who made this project
so much better than it would have otherwise been.

This book began at Yale University. While there, I received generous re-
search funding from the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library,
the MacMillan Center, International Security Studies, and the Smith
Richardson Foundation. I benefited greatly from the teaching and support
of Alejandra Dubcovsky, Joanne I'reeman, Jay Gitlin, Bruce Gordon, Ed
Rugemer, and Stuart Schwartz. Keith Wrightson deserves a special mention
for always reminding me that history must be grounded in ordinary human
lives. Daniel Hulsebosch and Allan Macinnes provided immense help from
afar as members of my committee. I must also thank the late and great John
Merriman, who approached history with the same joie de vivre with which
he treated Irench wines and Michigan football. I miss him every day.
Finally, I cannot possibly say enough to thank Steve Pincus. I first met Steve
when I was a terrified twenty-year-old on a summer-abroad program in
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London, and he more than anyone has taught me what it means to be a his-
torian. He has pushed me to ask big questions and has convinced me that I
could answer them. He taught me that history is a vital and living discipline
with relevance to the here and now. Most important, he has always, always
believed in my promise as a scholar.

My fellow students were the best part of my Yale education. Many of
the book’s ideas were conceived over cappuccinos in the British Library
Café or pints at Gryphon’s Pub (and maybe even a rum cocktail or two at
Trailer Happiness). Many thanks go to Catherine Arnold, Tiraana Bains,
Justin Brooks, Mara Caden, Sarah Ifft Decker, Michael Hattem, Elle Nye,
Justin Randolph, Alec Zuercher Reichardt, Miranda Sachs, Eric Smith,
Hillary Taylor, and Evan Wilson. Christian Burset deserves special men-
tion for his penetrating questions, boundless knowledge, and putting up
with me as a flatmate for a year in London. Finally, never-ending thanks
are due to my academic twin, Amy Dunagin, for being my best sounding
board when my ideas have gotten tangled, for being patient with my in-
terminable questions, and for teaching me to love London again after 1
had become jaded with long days in the archives. You will always be the
Amy One to my Amy Two.

It was an enormous stroke of good fortune to receive a postdoctoral fel-
lowship from the University of Southern California and the Huntington
Library’s Early Modern Studies Institute (EMSI). My two years in Los
Angeles were some of the best of my life, and I credit leisurely lunches at
the 1919 Cafe for transforming me from a student to a scholar. Many
thanks to Karin Amundsen, Alice Baumgartner, Kristen Block, Amy
Braden, William Deverell, Karen Halttunen, Julia Lewandoski, Tawny
Paul, Roy Ritchie, Carole Shammas, Asheesh Kapur Siddique, Alexander
Statman, and Vanessa Wilkie. Special thanks are due to Mark Hanna and
Dana Velasco Murillo, who, over the course of long walks around the gar-
dens (not to mention London and Canterbury, England), became both
generous mentors and good friends. Boundless thanks to Lindsay O’Neill,
the heart of the Huntington and the USC History Department, for guid-
ing me through teaching crises and the job market, and even helping me
arrange the move-out from my apartment in the middle of a global pan-
demic. Finally, my sincere thanks to Peter Mancall, who is a superb

scholar, an exceptional mentor, and an overall lovely human being. The
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EMSI will always be my scholarly home away from home, and Peter
makes it the very special place that it is.

My good fortune has only continued at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham (UAB), in what has been both a figurative and literal home-
coming. Great thanks to my wonderful colleagues Andy Baer, Michele
Forman, Devon Golaszewski, Andrew Keitt, George Liber, Aiqi Liu,
Stephen Miller, Britney Murphy, Pam Murray, Tola Rodrick, Brian Steele,
John Van Sant, Walter Ward, and Natasha Zaretsky. Special thanks are
due to our fearless leader, Jonathan Wiesen, who has been the best chair a
junior scholar could ever ask for. Thanks too to Melanie Daily, Jerrie
McCurry, and Robin Albarano for keeping the department ticking and for
their consistent cheer. UAB College of Arts and Sciences has also provided
helpful support for this book through a Dean’s Humanities Grant.

I have received generous financial support from the Program in Early
American Economy and Society at the Library Company of Philadelphia,
the Huntington Library, the Massachusetts Historical Society, and the
National Endowment for the Humanities. Archivists and librarians at all
these institutions have lent invaluable aid. Special thanks go to Kanisorn
Wongsrichanalai for his help as I navigated research at the MHS while
most of the world was shut down in 2020.

I had the opportunity to present research from this project in many
forums, including the Early Modern Empires Colloquium at Yale, the
Center for Historical Enquiry and the Social Sciences at Yale, the Empires
and Atlantics Forum at the University of Chicago, the Early American
Republic Seminar at the City University of New York, the American
Origins and British History seminars at the Early Modern Studies
Institute, the Institute of Thomas Paine Studies at Iona University, the
twentieth anniversary conference for the Early Modern Studies Institute,
the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, the Consortium on
the Revolutionary Era, the North American Conference on British
Studies, and the American Historical Association. Steve Pincus also ran an
online weekly zoom forum I affectionately call the Covid seminar that was
a lifeline in the summer of 2020. I give sincere thanks to the participants of
these conferences and seminars for their feedback on my works-in-prog-
ress, as well as to the organizers for their often thankless work. In particu-

lar, thanks are due to Bill Bulman, the late Trevor Burnard, Megan
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Cherry, Mary Draper, Justin du Rivage, Jessica Choppin Roney, Abigail
Swingen, and James Vaughn.

Much of chapter 2 was originally printed as “Patriotism and Partisanship
in Post-Union Scotland, 1724-1737,” Scottish Historical Review 97, no. 1 (April
2018): 57-84. The majority of chapter 3 was first published as “The New
York Patriot Movement: Partisanship, the Free Press, and Britain’s Imperial
Constitution, 1731-1739,” William and Mary Quarterly 77, no. 1 (January 2020):
3364, and a small portion of chapter 1 was published as “Patriotism after
the Hanoverian Succession,” in The Hanoverian Succession in Great Brilain and
Its Empire, edited by Brent Sirota and Allan 1. Macinnes (Woodbridge, U.K.:
Boydell, 2019), 155-174. I thank the Scottish Historical Review, William and
Mary Quarterly, and Boydell Press for their permission to reprint. Many
thanks too to the editors and readers for their useful feedback on these ear-
lier publications, including Wayne Bodle, Simon Middleton, Graeme
Morton, William Offutt, Joshua Piker, Nicholas Popper, and anonymous
readers. I am also grateful to Sir Robert Clerk of Penicuik for his permission
to cite the Clerk of Penicuik Papers deposited at the National Records of
Scotland. Finally, I want to thank Yale University Press and especially
Phillip King, Adina Popescu, Eva Skewes, and Ann Twombly. Many thanks
to the anonymous readers of both the proposal and the manuscript, who
undoubtedly made this into a stronger and more streamlined book.

I have the best family in the world, and I am extremely grateful to the
job market fates for allowing me to return to Birmingham, where so
many of them live. Special thanks to Kathy MacDonald and Peter
Lukasiewicz for welcoming me into their family and turning me into an
honorary Canadian. Thanks to my amazing grandparents, Mimi and
Granddad, for always being my biggest fans and for showing me through
their example how to live a life filled with travel and family. To Jay,
thanks for being the little brother I could always look up to. Thanks to
my cat, Sir Robert Walpole (Wally), for keeping me company as I wrote
this book and for being slightly more agreeable than his namesake. To
my daughter, Caroline, I hope you don’t mind bedtime stories that
heavily feature grumbling parliamentarians, revolutionary mobs, and sea
captains who lose their ears. And then there is Adam, my partner in all
things for the past seventeen years. Mere thanks seem terribly insuffi-
cient. He has encouraged me to gallivant back and forth across the coun-
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try and the Atlantic; he has listened to me discuss every thorny historical
problem, to the point that he could give a lecture on Namierite historiog-
raphy; he has followed me to Alabama and learned to talk to his patients
with a slightly Canadian-sounding southern drawl. Adam, I love you,
and I am so excited for our next big adventure in parenthood.

Last but never least, thanks to my parents, Ann and John Watson.
They were my first teachers, patiently marking up my English essays and
teaching me about paragraph transitions. They filled me up with stories
of proud female leaders like Eleanor of Aquitaine and Boudica. They
took me on my first trip to Britain, and, clearly, I have never looked
back. They have loved me fiercely. This book is dedicated to them.
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