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Note on Terms

D
ates that were originally written according to the Seleucid 

calendar used by Syriac writers, which begins on Octo-

ber 1, 312 BC (known as the Greek Era, which corresponds 

to the foundation of the Seleucid Empire), or according to 

the Muslim (Hijri) calendar, have been transposed into the Gregorian 

calendar. Since the years do not always exactly correspond, however, 

dates are sometimes given with a double year.

As for the dates for a specifi c person, dates without any other 

marker indicate birth and death; r. indicates the dates of the rule of a 

king, while d. indicates the date of death.

For the transcription of Syriac, we have not marked the spiranti-

zation of consonants in certain positions, nor the long vowels. Memra 

in the singular and memre in the plural mark the pronunciation of an-

cient Syriac as preserved in East Syriac; in West Syriac, the same word 

is pronounced memro in the singular and mimre in the plural. We have 

decided to treat the difference according to context since the a/o and e/i 

variation occurs in a number of other words.

 The authors and editor thank the Syriac Orthodox Patriarch-

ate, the Syriac Catholic Patriarchate, Kaslik University in Lebanon, the 

Directorate of Antiquities and Museums in Syria, Hill Museum and 

Y8248-Briquel.indb   xvY8248-Briquel.indb   xv 2/15/23   11:38 AM2/15/23   11:38 AM



xvi note on terms

Manuscript Library (HMML), the Dominican center for manuscripts 

in Mosul, and the archaeological missions of Bayzan, Failaka, Kilwa, 

Mor Gabriel, and Nisibis for their generous authorization for the use of 

their pictures.
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