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The Agrarian Studies Series at Yale University Press seeks to publish outstanding and 
original interdisciplinary work on agriculture and rural society—for any period, in any 
location. Works of daring that question existing paradigms and fi ll abstract categories 
with the lived experience of rural people are especially encouraged.
—James C. Scott, Series Editor

 James C. Scott, Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition 
Have Failed

Steve Striffl  er, Chicken: The Dangerous Transformation of America’s Favorite Food
James C. Scott, The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast 

Asia
Michael R. Dove, The Banana Tree at the Gate: A History of Marginal Peoples and Global 

Markets in Borneo
Edwin C. Hagenstein, Sara M. Gregg, and Brian Donahue, eds., American Georgics: 

Writings on Farming, Culture, and the Land
Timothy Pachirat, Every Twelve Seconds: Industrialized Slaughter and the Politics of Sight
Alon Tal, All the Trees of the Forest: Israel’s Woodlands from the Bible to the Present
Felix Wemheuer, Famine Politics in Maoist China and the Soviet Union
Jenny Leigh Smith, Works in Progress: Plans and Realities on Soviet Farms, 1930–1963
Graeme Auld, Constructing Private Governance: The Rise and Evolution of Forest, Coff ee, 

and Fisheries Certifi cation
Jess Gilbert, Planning Democracy: Agrarian Intellectuals and the Intended New Deal
Jessica Barnes and Michael R. Dove, eds., Climate Cultures: Anthropological Perspectives 

on Climate Change
Shafqat Hussain, Remoteness and Modernity: Transformation and Continuity in Northern 

Pakistan
Edward Dallam Melillo, Strangers on Familiar Soil: Rediscovering the Chile-California 

Connection
Devra I. Jarvis, Toby Hodgkin, Anthony H. D. Brown, John Tuxill, Isabel López Noriega, 

Melinda Smale, and Bhuwon Sthapit, Crop Genetic Diversity in the Field and on the 
Farm: Principles and Applications in Research Practices

Nancy J. Jacobs, Birders of Africa: History of a Network
Catherine A. Corson, Corridors of Power: The Politics of U.S. Environmental Aid to 

Madagascar
Kathryn M. de Luna, Collecting Food, Cultivating People: Subsistence and Society in Central 

Africa through the Seventeenth Century
Carl Death, The Green State in Africa
James C. Scott, Against the Grain: A Deep History of the First Civilizations
Loka Ashwood, For-Profi t Democracy: Why the Government Is Losing the Trust of Rural 

America
Jonah Steinberg, A Garland of Bones: Child Runaways in India
Hannah Holleman, Dust Bowls of Empire: Imperialism, Environmental Politics, and the 

Injustice of “Green” Capitalism
Johnhenry Gonzalez, Maroon Nation: A History of Revolutionary Haiti
Christian C. Lentz, Contested Territory: Điên Biên Phử and the Making of Northwest Vietnam

For a complete list of titles in the Yale Agrarian Studies Series, visit yalebooks.com/
agrarian.
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christian c.  lentz

Contested 
Territory

Đ iỆn biÊn phỦ  and the making 

of northwest vietnam

 NEW HAVEN AND LONDON
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Published with assistance from the Association for Asian Studies and from the Mary Cady 

Tew Memorial Fund.

Copyright © 2019 by Christian C. Lentz.

All rights reserved.

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, including illustrations, in any form 

(beyond that copying permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S. Copyright Law and 

except by reviewers for the public press), without written permission from the publishers.

Yale University Press books may be purchased in quantity for educational, business, or pro-

motional use. For information, please e-mail sales.press@yale.edu (U.S. offi  ce) or sales@

yaleup.co.uk (U.K. offi  ce).

Set in Scala and Scala Sans type by Newgen North America, Austin, Texas. Printed in the 

United States of America.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018953984

isbn 978-0-300-23395-7 (hardcover : alk. paper)

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

This paper meets the requirements of ansi/niso z39.48-1992 (Permanence of Paper).
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To my mother, Patricia McLaughlin-Lentz, whose stories about 
Bangkok in their own way took me to Southeast Asia and beyond
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