
Contents

vii

Acknowledgments, xii

Chapter One Postmodernity, Not Learning

and the Not So Common Sense, 1

A First Puzzle: The Failure to Learn, 
The Crisis of Postmodernity, 
Appalachian Reform, Chad Health Aid, 

and University Instruction, 

Theoretical Underpinnings of the Puzzle, 
The Liberal Institutional Perspective, 
The Sociological Alternative, 
An Inadequate Conception of Learning, 
Social and Psychological Reductionism, 

A Second Puzzle: Noncommon Meaning, 
Implications for Theory and Empirical Research, 

Conclusion, 



Chapter Two A Structural Pragmatic Social Psychology, 33

The Structural Pragmatic Approach, 

The Pragmatist Dimension, 

The Structuralist Dimension, 

A Pragmatic Structuralism, 

Structures, Structuration, and History, 

Duality of Structuration, 
The Transformation of Structures: 
The Social Psychology of Development, 

Types of Thinking: A Preliminary Overview, 

Sequential Thinking, 

Linear Thinking, 

Systematic Thinking, 

Chapter Three Linear Thinking, 79

The Mode of Reasoning and the General Structure of Thought, 

The Structure of Thought: Unidirectional and Anchored, 

Social Reasoning, 

Focus on Action, Efficacy, and Role, 

Individuals: Person as Actor, Social Identity, and Self-Concept, 

Groups as Actors, 

Social Rules and Conventions, 

The Linear Conception of Politics: A Scripted Play, 

Linear Evaluation: Liking and Wanting, 
The Primary Creation of Value, 
The Secondary Creation of Value: Cognitive Balance, 

Prejudice, and Cultural Standards, 

Value Application, 

Value Conflict and Resolution, 

Summary, 

Chapter Four Systematic Thinking, 134

The Mode and Structure of Systematic Thought, 

The Underlying Structure of Thought: Systems and Principles, 

Contentsviii



The Nature of Social Reasoning, 
Systemic Contexts: The Individual and the Community, 
Systemic Construction of Social Life: Limits and Confusions, 

Principles of Social Relationship, 

Political Reasoning, 

Political System, 

Principles of Political Interaction, 

Conclusion, 

Systematic Evaluation: Function and Principle, 

Processes of Evaluation: Systemic and Principled, 

Three Levels of Value: The Desirable, the Good, and the Ideal, 

Chapter Five Sequential Thinking, 217

Mode of Reasoning and the General Structure of Thought, 

Synthesis Without Analysis, 

Temporality, Immediacy, and Mutability, 

Conceptual Units, 

Social Reasoning, 

Temporal and Spatial Parameters, 

Social Action, 

The Concept of Persons: Embedded and Fragmentary, 

Routines Rather Than Rules, 

Political Reasoning or Staring at the Night Sky, 

The Nature of Evaluation: Feeling and Needing, 

Evaluative Relations, 

Evaluative Units, 

Egocentrism and Social Influence, 

Conclusion, 

Chapter Six Epistemology, Methodology, and Research Design, 252

Epistemological Assumptions and Methodological Orientation, 

Liberal Social Scientific Inquiry, 

The Structural Pragmatic Approach, 

Contents ix



Subject Population Studied, 

Method of Gathering Data, 

Objectives and Administration of the Interview, 

Methodological Concerns, 

The Political Belief Systems Interview, 

Personal Issue: Evaluating Another Person and Breaking 
the Law to Help a Friend, 

Domestic Political Issue: The Controversial Display
of Homoerotic Art, 

Foreign Relations Issue: American Involvement 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Concluding Comments, 

Analysis of the Open-Ended Interview Data, 

Chapter Seven Results of the Empirical Research: 

Julie, Barbara, and Bill, 294

Summary Statement of Results, 

Sample Interviews: Julie, Barbara, and Bill, 

Three Evaluations of a Personal Issue, 

Julie’s Linear Evaluation, 

Barbara’s Systematic Evaluation, 

Bill’s Sequential Evaluation, 

Three Evaluations of a Domestic Political Issue, 

Julie’s Linear Evaluation, 

Barbara’s Systematic Evaluation, 

Bill’s Sequential Evaluation, 

Concluding Comment, 

Chapter Eight Overview and Concluding Remarks, 370

The Empirical Research: Related Work 
and Common Criticism, 

Earlier Research, 

Related Research on Political, Social, and Moral Reasoning, 

Contentsx



Schemas vs. Structures, 

Addressing Criticism of the Empirical Research, 

Tolerance, Deliberation, and Democratic Theory: 
Directions for Future Research, 

Notes, 

Bibliography, 

Index, 

Contents xi




