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- boundary between host  
and a�x

~ boundary between redupli-
cated element and stem

= boundary between host  
and clitic

<> boundary between host  
and in�x

* ungrammatical expression / 
reconstructed form

+ elements form compound  
or derivative stem

// boundary marker  
(i.e. pause, eye-blinks,  
change of facial expression)

1, 2, 3 1st, 2nd, 3rd person
i, ii, iii,… noun/verb (stem) class
A agent or the A argument  

of a clause
abl ablative
abs absolutive
ac a�rmative copula
acc accusative
accd accusative de�nite
act actual marker (on verbs)
actn action
actv active voice marker
add additive connective
advz adverbializer
af agent focus
ag agentive
agr agreement
all allative
ant anterior

antipass antipassive
aor aorist
appreh apprehensive
art article
asp aspect marker
ass assertive
att attributive
AV actor voice
avoid avoidance a�x
beg begun aspect
ben benefactive
BPx bring pre�x
c common gender
caus causative
cert certainty modal
cf contrastive focus
clan classi�er for animates
cm class marker
cntr contrastive
comp complementizer
compar comparative case
compl completive
cond conditional
conj conjunction
const construct su�x
cont continuative
contr counterfactual
cop copula
cs construct state
csm change of state marker
cty certainty
dat dative
ddet distance determiner
decl declarative
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def de�nite
defoc de�nite object conjugation
dem demonstrative
demdist distal demonstrative
det determiner
dim diminutive
dir direct
dirc directional
disloc dislocative
dist distant
dp dynamic perfect particle
DS di­erent subject marker
du dual
dub dubitative
eff e­ector
emph emphatic
erg ergative
ev evidentiality
excl exclusive
exp experiential
expect expectational
f feminine gender
fm formal
fns �nal nominal su�x
foc focus
frp feminine realis past
fut future
fv �nal vowel
gen genitive
ger gerund
hab habitual
hpl human plural
hs hearsay
hum human
imp imperative
incl inclusive
incompl incomplete
ind indicative
indef inde�nite
indefoc inde�nite object conjugation
inf in�nitive

infer inferential
infl in
ection mode
infr inference
inst instrumental
int intensive
inter interessive
intr intransitive
ints intensi�er
ipf imperfect
ipfv imperfective
ir irrealis
IVnpfs intransitive verb nonperfect 

�nal su�x
lk linking element
loc locative
m masculine gender
me multiple eventhood
mod modal
modif modi�er
ms marked scenario
n neuter gender
n1p non-�rst person plural
ncl noun classi�er
neg negation
negpot negative potential
neu neutral tense
nf nonfeminine
nfut nonfuture
nh non-honori�c
nhpl non-human plural
nhum non-human
nhyp nonhypothetical
nom nominative
nonvis non-visual
npl non-plural
npst nonpast
npt nonpreterit
npu non-punctual aspect
nsg non-singular
nzr nominalizer
obj object marker
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obl oblique
or orientation pre�x
orf object referent in focus
P patient or the P argument  

of a clause
p person
pat patient
pass passive
pb plural bound subject pronoun
pc present continuous/progressive
pers personal
pfct perfect
pfv perfective
pfx preverbal pre�x
phrf phrase �nal
pl plural
pm plural masculine
PN personal name
poss possessive
possr possessor (kinsman)
pot potential
pp plural possessive pronoun
ppd postpositive determinant
pperf past perfective
ppos general postposition
prep preposition
pres present tense
pret preterit
prev preverb
priv privative
prog progressive
pron pronoun
prop proprietive
prox proximal
prq prepositional quanti�er
prt particle
ptcpl participle
punct punctual
q question marker
r realis
rec recent

recip reciprocal
red reduplication
refl re
exive
rel relative
relp relative pronoun
rem remote
ri ruptured intent
rlt relational particle
rp realis past-present (nonfuture)
rpt repetition
S subject
send send versatile
seq sequential
sg singular
sgobl singular oblique bound 

pronoun
sim simultaneous
sm subject marker
sml semelfactive
spe speci�c
srf subject referent in focus
SS same subject marker
stat stative
sub subessive
subj subjunctive
suff su�x
sup superablative
sv sub vocem (for dictionary 

entries)
tod.past today’s past tense
top topic
tow towards subject
tri trial
up verbal extension indicating
  movement upward
v verb
ven venitive
vic verbal in
ection clitic
vis visual
vzr verbalizer
w witnessed
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Abbreviations for sign language names

ABSL Al-Sayyid Bedouin Sign Language
AdaSL Adamorobe Sign Language
ASL American Sign Language
Auslan Australian Sign Language
BKSL Ban Khor Sign Language
BSL British Sign Language
CSL Chinese Sign Language
DGS German Sign Language (Deutsche Gebärdensprache)
ENG Greek Sign Language (Elliniki Noimatiki Glossa)
GSL Ghanaian Sign Language
HKSL Hong Kong Sign Language
HPSL Hawai‘i Pidgin Sign Language
HSL Hausa Sign Language
IPSL Indo-Pakistani Sign Language
ISL Israeli Sign Language
KK Kata Kolok
KSL Kenyan Sign Language
LIB Lebanese Sign Language (Lughat al-Isharat al-Lubnaniya)
LIS Italian Sign Language (Lingua dei Segni Italiana)
LIU Jordanian Sign Language (Lughat il-Ishaarah il-Urduniah)
LSA Argentine Sign Language (Lengua de Señas Argentina)
LSB Brazilian Sign Language (Língua de Sinais Brasileira)
LSC Catalan Sign Language (Llengua de Signes Catalana)
LSE Spanish Sign Language (Lengua de Señas Española)
LSF French Sign Language (Langue des Signes Française)
LSM Mexican Sign Language (Lengua de Señas Mexicana)
LSQ Quebec Sign Language (Langue des Signes Québécoise)
MSL Maritime Sign Language
NGT Dutch Sign Language (Nederlandse Gebarentaal)
NS Japanese Sign Language (Nihon Shuwa)
NZSL New Zealand Sign Language
OBSL Old Bangkok Sign Language
OCSL Old Chiangmai Sign Language
OFSL Old French Sign Language
ÖGS Austrian Sign Language (Östereichische Gebärdensprache)
PISL Plains-Indian Sign Language
PSL Providencia Sign Language
RSL Rennellese Sign Language
RZY Russian Sign Language (Russkii Zhestovyi Yazyk)
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SKSL South Korean Sign Language
ST Swedish Sign Language (Svenska Tecknenspråket)
SV Finnish Sign Language (Suomalainen Viittomakieli)
TCE Irish Sign Language (Teanga Chomharthaíochta na hÉireann)
TİD Turkish Sign Language (Türk İsaret Dili)
TSL �ai Sign Language
TZS Taiwanese Sign Language (Taiwan Ziran Shouyu)
UKSL Urubú Sign Language (Urubú-Kaapor Sign Language)
USL Ugandan Sign Language
VGT Flemish Sign Language (Vlaamse Gebarentaal)

Database acronyms

APiCS �e Atlas of Pidgin and Creole Language Structures
 (http://lingweb.eva.mpg.de/apics/index.php/�e_Atlas_of_Pidgin_and_Creole_
 Language_Structures_%28APiCS%29)
ASJP �e Automated Similarity Judgement Program 
 (http://wwwsta­.eva.mpg.de/~wichmann/ASJPHomePage.htm)
LCGB Language Convergence and Grammatical Borrowing Database
UPSID UCLA Phonological Segment Inventory Database 
 (http://web.phonetik.uni-frankfurt.de/upsid.html)
WALS �e World Atlas of Language Structures (http://wals.info/)
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