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Works of Harold Crane Fleming

Field research

1. 1957–60 Ethiopia, especially provinces of Wallega, Kafa, Sidamo, and Gemu- Gofa. 

Initially co�ee plantations were studied vis-à-vis culture change in peasantry (major 

adviser, Sidney Mintz). Remainder of research consisted of linguistic and ethnographic 

surveys. In the summer of 1960, on the way home, another survey trip was made to 

Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda, Congo, and Rwanda.

2. 1971–72 Ethiopia. Primarily ethnographic �eld research on the Dime of Gemu- 

Gofa, supplemented importantly by linguistic work on several selected languages of 

Gemu-Gofa and Kafa. �e latter was necessitated by a war which raged around Dime 

for the whole year.

3. 1989–90 Ethiopia. Linguistic �eld research. Goals to �ll out the parameters of the 

Omotic group of languages. Restrictions on travel due to war-time conditions in 

Ethiopia generally. Varying amounts of data, from very much to small amounts of 

supplementary data on selected aspects, were gathered on Diddesa Mao, Adikas and 

Jeba dialects of Dizi, Shinasha of Dangur, Hamar, Oyda, Ganjule, Gat’ame or Haruro, 

Shako, Chara, Gimira, Janjero, and Ongota (Birale). Time was also spent ascertaining 

that several languages were no longer spoken, to wit, Mesmes, Galila of Lake Wonchi, 

Garo or Boxa.

Library research, major and unpublished

1966–68 Prepared a general ethnology course on greater (British) India, participated 

in the informal “Harvard Lunch Group on Indology,” read and discussed India with 

a number of colleagues, reviewed the literature on Himalayan language classi�cation, 

made new classi�cations of Indian languages. Prepared grant applications for �eld  

research in Uttar Pradesh, Nepal and Maharashtra. All successful up to the point of 

getting research cooperation from Indian colleagues.1

1.	 Washed out by the “Berreman a�air,” i.e., alarm among Indian academics that anthropol-

ogists from the USA might be CIA agents and the subsequent insertion of this into Indian  

national electoral politics. So I refocused research energies on Africa and the Middle East. Still 

much of this South Asian research later re-surfaced in ASLIP publications [HCF].
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Articles and review articles
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1969b. “Asa and Aramanik: Cushitic Hunters in Masai-land.” Ethnology VII. –36.

1973. “Sub-Classi�cation in Hamito-Semitic.” Lexicostatistics in Genetic Linguistics. Proceedings 
of the Yale Conference. Yale University, April 3–4, 1971, ed. by Isidore Dyen, 85–88. Mouton: 
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81–94.
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University, East Lansing.
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[Originally scheduled for 1972!]

1976b. “Sociology, Ethnology, and History in Ethiopia.” Review article of Greater Ethiopia: �e 
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Historical Studies IX. 248–278.

1976c. “Omotic Overview.” �e Non-Semitic Languages of Ethiopia, ed. by M.L. Bender & John 

Hinnant, 299–323. East Lansing, Mich.: Michigan State University.

1976d. “Kefa (Gonga) Languages.” �e Non-Semitic Languages of Ethiopia, ed. by M.L. Bender & 

John Hinnant, 351–376. East Lansing, Mich.: Michigan State University.

1978. “Ethiopians and East Africans.” Review Article of Ethiopians and East Africans: �e 
Problem of Contacts by Christopher Ehret. East Africa House, Nairobi. International 
Journal of African Historical Studies XI: 2. 267–282.

1980. “Microtaxonomy: Language and Blood Groups in the Horn of Africa.” Proceedings of 
the Fi�h International Conference of Ethiopian Studies Session B. April 13–16, 1978, ed. by 

Robert Hess, 25–49.

1983a. “Chadic External Relations.” Studies in Chadic and Afroasiatic Linguistics. Papers from 

the International Colloquium on the Chadic Language Family and the Symposium on 

Chadic within Afroasiatic at the University of Hamburg, September 14–18, 1981, ed. by 

Ekkehard Wol� & Hilke Meyer – Bahlburg, 17–32. Hamburg: Helmut Buske Verlag.

1983b. “Kuliak External Relations: Step One.” Nilotic Studies. Proceedings of the International 
Symposium on Languages and History of the Nilotic Peoples, Cologne, January 4–6, 1982, 

ed. by Rainer Vossen & Marianne Bechhaus-Gerst, 423–478. Berlin: Dietrich Reimer 

Verlag.
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1983c. “Surma Etymologies.” Nilotic Studies. Proceedings of the International Sym posium on 
Languages and History of the Nilotic Peoples, Cologne, January 4–6, 1982, ed. by Rainer Vossen 

& Marianne Bechhaus-Gerst, 523–555. Berlin: Dietrich Reimer Verlag.

1984. “�e Importance of Mao in Ethiopian History.” Proceedings of the Seventh International 
Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Lund (Sweden), April 25–29, 1982, ed. by Sven Rubenson, 

31–38.

1986. Circular 1 of Mother Tongue, Newsletter of the Long Range Comparison Club, 12 pages. 

(ASLIP began here as a circular letter.)

1987a. “Proto-Gongan Consonant Phones: Stage One.” Festschri� Reinisch (150th Birthday), ed. 

by Hans Mukarovsky, 141–159. Vienna.

1987b. “Hadza and Sandawe Genetic Relations.” Proceedings of the International Symposium 
on African Hunters and Gatherers. Published as monograph by Sprache und Geschichte In 
Africa [hereina�er SUGIA], ed. by Franz Rottland, Band 7: 2. 157–189.

1987c. Circular 2 of Mother Tongue, Newsletter of the Long Range Comparison Club, 21 pp. Partly 

editorial, partly original.

1987d. Circular 3 or Mother Tongue 3, Newsletter of the Long Range Comparison Club, 35 pp.

1987e. Mother Tongue 4, Newsletter of the Long Range Comparison Club, 40 pp. Mostly editorial, 

partly original.

1988a. “Towards a De�nitive Classi�cation of Human Languages”, Review Article of Guide to the 
World’s Languages by Merritt Ruhlen. Diachronica IV. 159–223.

1988b. “South Omotic Consonant Phonemes.” Proceedings of the International Symposium on 
Cushitic and Omotic Languages, Bonn, January, 1986. SUGIA Band 8. ed. by Marianne 

Bechhaus- Gerst & Fritz Serisko, 12.

1988c. Mother Tongue 5, Newsletter of the Long Range Comparison Club, 54 pp. Mostly editorial, 

partly original.

1988d. Mother Tongue 6, Newsletter of ASLIP.

1989a. Mother Tongue 7, Newsletter of ASLIP. References to ASLIP publications as such end 
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1989b. “Mao’s Ancestor. Consonant Phonemes of Proto-Mao. Stage One.” Proceedings of the 
Ninth International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Moscow, 26–29 August 1986. USSR 
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1992b. “Shabo: Presentation of Data and Preliminary Classi�cation.” Proceedings of the Fourth Nilo-
Saharan Conference, Bayreuth, Aug. 30 – Sept. 2, 1989, ed. by M. Lionel Bender, 389–402.

1994. �e Dime of Gemu-Gofa: ethnography of a tragedy. Études Éthiopiennes. Actes de la Xe 
Conférence Internationale des Études Éthiopiennes, Paris, 24–28 Aôut 1988, ed. by C. Lepage, 

et al., vol. 1, 449–451. Paris: Société Française des Études Éthiopiennes,
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Deeper.” Mother Tongue: �e Journal, Issue I. 229–234.
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A Surprise,” pp. 59–73; “Chinese Geneticists report on China’s (human) Genome,” 74–84; 

“With a Biblical Hypothesis as Preamble,” p. 85; “Comments on Trombetti by a Modern 
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Co-authored articles
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Co-authors Aklilu Yilma, Ayyalew Mitiku, Richard Hayward, Yukio Miyawaki, Pavel Mikeš, 

J. Michael Seelig. (�e team represents �ve di�erent countries.)

1993. McCall, Daniel, & Harold C. Fleming. “�e Pre-Classical Circum-Mediterranean World: 

Who Spoke Which Languages.” Mother Tongue 21. 1–15.

1998. An up-dated and slightly revised version of the above paper has been published in Lan  -
guage and Archeology, ed. by Roger Blench & Mathew Sprague. Cambridge University Press.

2003. “Tribute to Joseph H. Greenberg.” Daniel McCall, Herbert S. Lewis, & Harold C. Fleming. 

Sprache und Geschichte in Afrika.



 Works of Harold Crane Fleming xxiii
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pologist 68.

1968. Review of P.E.H. Hair. �e Early Study of Nigerian Languages. African Historical Studies 
I. 285–288.

1970. Review of Wolf Leslau. Ethiopians Speak: Soddo. American Anthropologist 72.

1971. Review of Samuel Baker. �e Nile Tributaries of Abyssinia. Johnson Reprint Company, 

1967. Ethnohistory 18.

1972. *CA Treatment = simultaneous review. M.E. Je�ries. “Maize and the Mande Myth.” 
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