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Profile of Peter Skehan

Happy birthday, Peter! Stay young forever!

Photo taken by Zhan (Jan) Wang, Hong Kong

Winner of TBLT Distinguished Achievement Award, 2017, Barcelona, By the
International Association of Task Based Language Teaching (IATBLT)

“Peter Skehan’s contribution to the field since the early 90s has made him one of the
key scholars in TBLT, from the time of his work in Hong Kong, to his continued im-
pact on the field while based in UK. His Limited attentional capacity model (Skehan
1998-2009) has been a leading model not only for evaluating task complexity, but
for examining and understanding language processing and the demands associated
with it. His conceptualisation and definition of task, his framework for operational-
ising and assessing task complexity and his papers on modelling performance have
all made an outstanding and extremely impactful contribution to the field of TBLT.
Peter Skehan has mentored and encouraged hundreds of students to adopt task and
TBLT as their research focus and to join TBLT. Many of his PhD students are now
established researchers and scholars in the field of TBLT. Peter continues to play
an active role in the UK to inspire future researchers and support impact of TBLT
research through BAAL LLT SIG meetings, L-SLARF meetings and other public en-
gagements, to serve the TBLT community, as well as raising awareness of TBLT on the
global stage and inspire TBLT-led teachers in the future. His most recent contribution
is helping establish London Second Language Acquisition Forum (L-SLARF) which
brings together researchers and PG students from the UK.
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List of PhD students supervised by Peter Skehan

Chinese University of Hong Kong

Li Qian, Christina 2010

Bui Gavin, 2010 (Shortlisted, CUHK Young Scholar Dissertation Award)

Wang Zhan, Jan 2009

Wen Zhisheng, Edward 2008 (Shortlisted, Christopher Brumfit PhD Thesis Award)
Luo Shaogian, Sheila 2007

Pang Soi-meng, Francine 2007

King’s College, London

Arturo Ugalde Gonzalez 2005
Parvaneh Tavakoli 2004

Katy Salisbury 2004

Vivien Berry 2004

Hong-wei Yu 2003

Andrew Harrison 2002
Pauline Foster 2002

Uta Mehnert 2001

Thames Valley University

Susan Barduhn 1998

Jeanette Littlemore 1997

Brian North 1996 (Winner: ETS/TOEFL Best dissertation award)
Miyoko Kobayashi 1995 (Shortlisted, ETS/TOEFL Award)

Institute of Education

Dil Qadar 1990

Michael Milanovic 1988
Su Chen Wang 1988

Tony Lee (Yick Pang) 1986
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List of publications by Peter Skehan

1. 1979: (with W.]. Henderson). The team teaching of introductory economics to over-
seas students. In E.Smyth (Ed.). Team Teaching. ELTDOCs: The British Council.

2. 1980a: Team teaching and the role of the ESP teacher. In G.Greenall & J.E.Price
(Editors). Study Modes and Academic Development of Overseas Students. ELT-
DOCs: The British Council.

3. 1980b: Memory, language aptitude, and second language performance. Polyglot
2, Fiche 3.

4. 1980c: Language aptitude: A review. English Language Research Journal, Vol.1,
1-14. University of Birmingham.

5. 1981a: ESP teachers, computers, and research. In Higgins J. (Ed.). Computers in
EAP (pp. 106-125). ELTDOC:s: The British Council.

6. 1981b: Reading tests. In L.Haarman De Federico. (Ed.). Testing English for Ac-
ademic Purposes: Papers from the Testing EAP in Italian Social Science Faculties
Seminar. Bergamo, September, 1981, pp. 61-86.

7. 1982: Memory and motivation in language aptitude testing. Unpublished Ph.D.
thesis. Birkbeck College, University of London.

8. 1984a: Issues in the testing of ESP. Language Testing, 1, 2, 202-220.

9. 1984b: On the non-magical nature of foreign language learning. Polyglot 5, Fiche 1.

10. 1985c: Success and failure in FL learning: A follow-up to the Bristol Language
Project. BAAL Newsletter, 22, 38—43.

11. 1985a: Computers in English Language Teaching. (Edited, with Chris Brumfit &
Martin Phillips.) Oxford: Pergamon.

12.  1985b: Introduction. In Brumfit, Phillips, & Skehan (Eds.). pp. 1-12.

13. 1985c: A primer in CALL technology. In In Brumfit, Phillips, & Skehan (Eds.).
pp. 121-136.

14. 1986a: The role of foreign language aptitude in a model of school learning. Lan-
guage Testing, 3, 2, 188-221.

15. 1986b: Cluster analysis and the identification of learner types. In V.J.Cook (Ed.).
Experimental Approaches to Second Language Acquisition. (pp. 81-94). Oxford:
Pergamon.

16. 1986¢c: Where does language aptitude come from? In P. Meara (Ed.). Spoken Lan-
guage. London: Centre for Information on Language Teaching.

17. 1987: Variability and language testing. In R.Ellis (Ed.). Second Language Acqui-
sition in Context, (pp. 195-206). New York: Prentice Hall.

18. 1988a: A Comparison of First and Foreign Language Learning Ability. Working
Documents No. 8. ESOL Department: Institute of Education.

19. 1988b: Early lexical development and the prediction of foreign language learning
success. In H.Lunt (Ed.). Proceedings of the CILT/ESRC Conference on Second
Language Acquisition Research. London: Centre for Information on Language
Teaching.
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1988¢: Construct validity. In Hughes A., Porter D., & Weir C. (Eds.). ELTS Vali-
dation Report: Research Report No.1. British Council: UCLES.

1988d: Language testing: State of the art review: Part I. Language Teaching, 21,4,
211-221.

1989a: Individual Differences in Second Language Learning. London: Edward
Arnold.

1989b: Language testing: State of the art review: Part II. Language Testing, 22,1,1-13.
1990a: The relationship between native and foreign language learning ability:
educational and linguistic factors. In Dechert H. (Ed.). Current Trends in Eu-
ropean Second Language Acquisition Research. (pp. 83-106). Clevedon, Avon:
Multilingual Matters.

1990b: (with L.Bannbrook). Classrooms and display questions. In C.Brumfit &
R.Mitchell (Eds.). Research in the Language Classroom. (pp. 141-154). Oxford:
Pergamon.

1991a: Individual differences in second language learning. Studies in Second Lan-
guage Acquisition, 13, 3, 275-298.

1991b: Progress in language testing: the 1990s. In Alderson C. & North B. (Eds.),
Language Testing in the 1990s. (pp. 3-21). Macmillan: The British Council.
1992a: Strategies in second language acquisition. Thames Valley University Work-
ing Papers in English Language Teaching, No.1, 178-191.

1992b: (Ed.). Thames Valley University Working Papers in English Language
Teaching, No.1.

1992c: Testing aviation English. In Robertson, F. (Ed.). Proceedings of the 1st
Aviation English Forum. (pp. 3-17). Paris: IAEF.

1993a: Foreign language learning ability: cognitive or linguistic? Thames Valley
University Working Papers in English Language Teaching, No.2, 151-188.

1993b: (Ed.). Thames Valley University Working Papers in English Language
Teaching, No.2.

1994a: Second language acquisition strategies and task-based learning. In Bygate
M., Tonkyn A. & Williams E. (Eds.), Grammar and the Language Teacher.
(pp- 175-199). New York: Prentice Hall.

1994b: Individual differences and learner autonomy. (Published as Differenze
individuali e autonomia de apprendimento). In L.Mariani (Ed.). L’Autonomia
nell’Apprendimento Linguistico. (pp. 19-38). Florence: La Nuova Italia Editrice.
1995a: Analysability, accessibility, and ability for use. In Cook G. & Seidlhofer B.
(Eds.). Principle and Practice in Applied Linguistics. (pp. 91-106). Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

1995b: (with Pauline Foster): Task type and task processing conditions as influ-
ence on foreign language performance. Thames Valley University Working Papers
in English Language Teaching, No.3, 139-188.

1995c: (Ed.). Thames Valley University Working Papers in English Language Teach-
ing, No.3.
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1995d: Factors influencing success in foreign language learning. In J. Coleman
(Ed.). Proceedings of the Portsmouth Conference on Success in University Language
Learning. Portsmouth: Language Centre.

1996a: A framework for the implementation of task based instruction. Applied
Linguistics, 17,1, 38-62.

1996b: Second language acquisition research and task-based instruction. In Willis
D. & Willis J. (Eds.) Challeng and Change in Language Teaching. (pp. 17-30).
London: Heinemann.

1996¢: (with Pauline Foster). The influence of planning on performance in
task-based learning. Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 18, 3, 299-324.
1997a: (with Pauline Foster). The influence of planning and post-task activities
on accuracy and complexity in task based learning. Language Teaching Research,
1,3, 185-211.

1997b: (with Pauline Foster & Uta Mehnert). Assessing and using tasks. In Re-
nandya W. & Jacobs G. (Eds.). Learners and Language Learning. (pp. 227-248).
Anthology Series 39, Singapore: Regional English Language Centre.

1998a: A Cognitive Approach to Language Learning. OUP. Winner: Kenneth
Mildenberger Award: Modern Language Association of America.

1998b: Processing perspectives to second language development, instruction, per-
formance, and assessment. Thames Valley Working Papers in Applied Linguistics,
4,70-88.

1998¢: (with Zoltan Dornyei) (Eds.): Thames Valley Working Papers in Applied
Linguistics, Vol. 4.

1999a: (with Pauline Foster). The Influence of Source of Planning and Focus of
Planning on Task-based Performance. Language Teaching Research, 3,3,215-247.
1999b: (with Pauline Foster). Task structure and processing conditions in narra-
tive retellings. Language Learning, 49, 1, 93-120.

2000: Comprehension and production strategies in language learning. In C. Can-
dlin. (Ed.). English Language Learning in its Social Context. (pp. 75-89). London:
Routledge.

2001a: (with Pauline Foster). Cognition and tasks. In Robinson P. (Ed.). Cog-
nition and Second Language Instruction. (pp. 183-205). New York: Cambridge
University Press.

2001b: Tasks and language performance assessment. In Bygate M., Skehan P. &
Swain M. (Eds.). Researching Pedagogic Tasks: Second Language Learning, Teach-
ing, and Testing. (pp. 167-185). London: Longman.

2001c: (with Martin Bygate & Merrill Swain (Eds.)). Researching Pedagogic Tasks:
Second Language Learning, Teaching, and TestingLondon: Longman.

2002a: A non-marginal role for tasks: a response to Bruton. English Language
Teaching Journal, 35,3, 289-295.

2002b: Reconceptualising foreign language aptitude. In P.Robinson (Eds.). Indi-
vidual Differences and Instructed Language Learning. (pp. 69-94). Amsterdam:
John Benjamins.
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2002c: (with M. Wesche). Communicative language teaching, content-based in-
struction, and task-based learning. In R.Kaplan (Ed.). Oxford Handbook of Ap-
plied Linguistics. (pp. 207-228). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

2003a: Task based instruction. Language Teaching, 36, 1-14.

2003b: (with Zoltan Dornyei). Aptitude, learning style, learning strategies, and
motivation. In Doughty C. & Long M. (Eds.). Handbook of Second Language
Acquisition. (pp. 589-630). Oxford: Blackwell.

2003c: Task based instruction: Theory, research, practice. In A.Pulverness (Ed.).
IATEFL 2002: York Conference Selections. Broadstairs, Kent: IATEFL Publications,
pp 90-98.

2004a: Second language acquisition research and tasks. In Errey L. & Schollaert
R. (Eds.). Whose learning is it anyway: Developing learner autonomy through
task-based language learning. (pp. 29-39). Antwerp: Garant.

2004b: TABASCO: A review. In Errey L. & Schollaert R. (Eds.). Whose learning
is it anyway: Developing learner autonomy through task-based language learning.
(pp. 139-143). Antwerp: Garant.

2004c: Focus on form, tasks, and technology. Computer Assisted Language Learn-
ing Journal, 16, 5.

2005a: (with Pauline Foster). Pre-task and On-line Planning: The influence of
surprise information and task time on second language performance. In Ellis R.
(Ed.). Planning and Task-based Performance in a Second Language. (pp. 193-216).
Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

2005b: (with Parvaneh Tavakoli). Planning, Task Structure, and Language As-
sessment.In Ellis R. (Ed.). Planning and Task-based Performance in a Second
Language. (pp. 239-276). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

2006a: Task-based learning. In Cummins J. & Davison C. (Eds.). Handbook on
English Language Teaching. (pp. 289-301). Amsterdam: Kluwer.

2006b: Re-examining Factors that Affect Task Difficulty in TBLA. ILI Language
Teaching Journal, Vol. 3(1), 1-26.

2006c: Second language learning and teaching. In Spolsky B. (Ed.), Elsevier En-
cyclopedia of Language and Linguistics (2" Edition). London: Elsevier.

2007: Task Research and Language Teaching: Reciprocal Relationships. In Fotos
S. & Nassaji, H. (Eds.). Form-Meaning Relationships in Language Pedagogy: Essays
in Honour of Rod Ellis. (pp. 55-70). Oxford: OUP.

2008a: (with Luo S), Factors that Affect Test Task Difficulty in Task-based Assess-
ment. Foreign Language Education in China, 1(1), 64-78.

2008b: (with P. Foster) Complexity, Accuracy, Fluency and Lexis in Task-based
Performance: A meta-analysis of the Ealing Research. In Van Daele S., Housen
A. Kuiken F., Pierrard M. & Vedder 1. (Eds.). Complexity, Accuracy, and Fluency
in Second Language Use, Learning, and Teaching. (pp. 207-226). Brussels: Univ.
of Brussels Press.
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2008c: Interlanguage and language transfer. In Spolsky B. and Hult F. (Eds.),
Handbook of Educational Linguistics. (pp. 411-423). Malden, Mass: Blackwells.
2009a: Modelling Second Language Performance: Integrating complexity, accu-
racy, fluency and lexis. Applied Linguistics, 30, 4., 510-532.

2009b: Models of speaking and the assessment of second language proficiency. In
A. G. Benati (Ed.). Issues in Second Language Proficiency (pp. 202-215). London:
Continuum International Pub Group.

2009c: Lexical Performance by Native and Non-native Speakers on Language-
Learning Tasks. In Richards B., Daller H., Malvern D.D., & Meara P. (Eds.) Vocab-
ulary Studies in First and Second Language Acquisition: The Interface Between
Theory and Application. (pp. 107-124). London: Palgrave Macmillan.

2010: (with Erica Chan). Working Memory, Phonemic Coding Ability and For-
eign Language Aptitude: Potential for construction of specific language aptitude
tests — the case of Cantonese. Recent Developments in SLA. (Guest-edited by
M.B.M Fortkamp). Ilha Do Desterro: A Journal of English language, literatures
and cultural studies. Vol. 59, 45-74..

2011: (With Wen, Zhisheng). A new perspective on foreign language aptitude
research: building and supporting a case for ‘working memory as language ap-
titude. Ilha do Desterro: a journal of English language, literatures in English, and
cultural studies, 60, 15-43.

2012a: (with Pauline Foster). Complexity, accuracy, fluency and lexis in task-based
performance: A synthesis of the Ealing research. In Housen A., Kuiken F. & Ved-
der I. (Eds.). Dimensions of L2 Performance and Proficiency Investigating Com-
plexity, Accuracy and Fluency in Second Languages., pp. 199-220. Amsterdam:
John Benjamins.

2012b: Researching Tasks: Performance, Assessment, Pedagogy. Shanghai: Shang-
hai Foreign Language Education Press.

2012c: Language Aptitude. In Gass S. & Mackey A. (Eds.). Handbook of Second
Language Acquisition. (pp. 381-395). London: Routledge.

2012d: (with Gavin Bui, Christina Li, & Zhan Wang). The task is not enough:
processing approaches to task-based performance. Language Teaching Research,
6,2,170-187.

2013a: Nurturing noticing. In J. M. Bergsleithner, S. N. Frota, & J. K. Yoshioka,
(Eds.). Noticing and second language acquisition: Studies in honor of Richard
Schmidt. (pp. 169-180). Honolulu: University of Hawai‘, National Foreign Lan-
guage Resource Center.

2013b: (with Pauline Foster). The effects of post-task activities on the accuracy
of language during task performance. Canadian Modern Language Review 69.3
249-273.

2013c: John Bissell Carroll. In C. Chapelle (Ed.). Encyclopedia of Applied Linguis-
tics. New York: Wiley-Blackwell.
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2014a: Processing perspectives on task performance. Amsterdam: John Benjamins .
2014b: Introduction: Coordinated research into task based performance. (pp.
1-26). In Skehan (2014a).

2014c: (With F. Pang). What do learners do when they plan? (pp. 95-128). In
Skehan (2014a).

2014d: (with Wang, Z.). Task structure, time perspective and lexical demands
during video-based narrative retellings. (pp. 155-186). In Skehan (2014a).
2014e: (with S. Shum). Task structure and task complexity in narrative retellings.
(pp- 187-210). In Skehan (2014a).

2014f: Synthesising and applying task research. (pp. 211-260). In Skehan (2014a).
2014g: Before and after the task: potential research-based contributions. On Task,
4,1, 4-10.

2015a: Limited Attentional Capacity and Cognition: Two hypotheses regarding
second language performance on tasks. In M.Bygate (Ed.). Domains and directions
in the development of TBLT: A decade of plenaries from the international confer-
ence. (pp. 123-155). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

2015b: Working memory and second language speech performance. In Wen Z.,
Mota M. & McNeill A. (Eds.). Working Memory in Second Language Acquisition
and Processing: Theory, Research and Commentary.(pp. 189-201). Clevedon,
Avon: Multilingual Matters.

2015c: Foreign language aptitude and its relationship with grammar: a critical
overview. Applied Linguistics, 36(3): 367-384.

2016a: Foreign language aptitude, acquisitional sequences, and psycholinguistic
processes. In Granena, G., Jackson, D.O. & Yilmaz, Y. (Eds.). Cognitive individ-
ual differences in L2 processing and acquisition. (pp. 17-40). Amsterdam: John
Benjamins.

2016b: Tasks vs. Conditions: Two perspectives on task research and its impli-
cations for pedagogy. In Mackey, A. (Ed.). Annual Review of Applied Linguistics,
Vol. 24, 34-49.

2016¢: (With P. Foster & S. Shum). Ladders and snakes in second language flu-
ency. International Review of Applied Linguistics, 54, 2, 97-112.

2017a: Sidesteps towards Applied Linguistics. In R Ellis (Ed.). Professional Autobiog-
raphies of Eminent Applied Linguistics. (pp. 89-118). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.
2017b. (With Z. Wen & A. Biedron). Foreign Language Aptitude Theory and
Research: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. Language Teaching, 1, 1-31.

2017c: (With Sabrina Shum) What influences performance? Personal style or the
task being done? In Wong, L.L.C. & Hyland, K., (Eds.). Faces of English Eduction:
Students, Teachers, and Pedagogy. London: Routledge. pp. 28-43.

2018a. Second Language Task-based Performance: Theory, Research, and Assess-
ment. New York: Routledge.
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2018b: (with Gavin Bui & Zhan Wang). Task Condition Effects on Advanced
Level Foreign Language Performance. In P. Malvorh & A. Benati (Eds.) Hand-
book of Advanced Proficiency in Second Language Acquisition. (pp. 219-237).
New York: Wiley.

2018c: Bui, G., & Skehan, P. (2018). Complexity, fluency and accuracy. In J. Lion-
tas (Ed.), TESOL encyclopedia of English language teaching. Hoboken, NJ: John
Wiley & Sons, Inc.

2019a: Foreign language aptitude implicates language AND cognitive skills. In
Wen, Z., Skehan, P, Biedron, A., Li, S., & Sparks, R. (Eds.). Language Aptitude:
Advancing Theory, Testing, Research and Practice. New York: Routledge.

2019b: Wen, Z., Skehan, P., Biedron, A., Li, S., and Sparks, R. (Eds.). Language
Aptitude: Advancing Theory, Testing, Research and Practice. New York: Routledge.
In press, Ellis, R., Skehan, P., Li, S., Shintani, N., & Lambert, C. Theory and prac-
tice of task-based language teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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