
Table of contents

Pages v–viii of
Semantic Primes and Universal Grammar: Empirical
evidence from the Romance languages
Edited by Bert Peeters
[Studies in Language Companion Series, 81]
2006. xvi, 374 pp.

© John Benjamins Publishing Company

This electronic file may not be altered in any way. For any reuse of this material written permission
should be obtained from the publishers or through the Copyright Clearance Center
(for USA: www.copyright.com).

For further information, please contact rights@benjamins.nl or consult our website at
benjamins.com/rights

John Benjamins Publishing Company

Studies in Language Com
panion Series

81

https://doi.org/10.1075/slcs.81.toc

https://doi.org/10.1075/slcs.81.toc
https://doi.org/10.1075/slcs.81
https://doi.org/10.1075/slcs.81
https://doi.org/10.1075/slcs
https://www.copyright.com/
https://benjamins.com/rights


Table of contents

Acknowledgements ix

List of contributors xi

List of abbreviations xiii

Typographical conventions and symbols xv

Preface 1

Anna Wierzbicka
Scope and contents of this volume 7

Bert Peeters

chapter 1

The Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach: An overview

with reference to the most important Romance languages 13

Cliff Goddard and Bert Peeters

Part I. Romance versions of the Natural Semantic Metalanguage

chapter 2

Natural Semantic Metalanguage exponents and universal grammar

in Romance: Substantives; determiners; quantifiers 41

Bert Peeters, Marie-Odile Junker, Catherine Travis, Patrick Farrell,
Pedro Perini-Santos and Brigid Maher

chapter 3

NSM exponents and universal grammar in Romance: Evaluators

and descriptors; mental predicates 79

Bert Peeters, Marie-Odile Junker, Catherine Travis, Patrick Farrell,
Pedro Perini-Santos and Brigid Maher



 Table of contents

chapter 4

NSM exponents and universal grammar in Romance: Speech; actions,

events and movement; existence and possession; life and death 111

Bert Peeters, Marie-Odile Junker, Patrick Farrell, Pedro Perini-Santos
and Brigid Maher

chapter 5

NSM exponents and universal grammar in Romance: Time and space 137

Bert Peeters, Marie-Odile Junker, Patrick Farrell, Pedro Perini-Santos
and Brigid Maher

chapter 6

NSM exponents and universal grammar in Romance: Logical concepts;

intensifier and augmentor; taxonomy and partonomy; similarity 177

Bert Peeters, Marie-Odile Junker, Patrick Farrell, Pedro Perini-Santos
and Brigid Maher

Part II. The Natural Semantic Metalanguage applied

chapter 7

Sfogarsi: A semantic analysis of an Italian speech routine

and its underlying cultural values 207

Brigid Maher

chapter 8

Portuguese saudade and other emotions of absence and longing 235

Patrick Farrell

chapter 9

The development of a key word: The deictic field of Spanish crisis 259

Deborah DuBartell

chapter 10

The French connector certes: A Natural Semantic Metalanguage

interpretation 289

Monique Burston

chapter 11

Francamente, el rojo te sienta fatal: Semantics and pragmatics of some

expressions of sincerity in present-day Spanish 307

Mónica Aznárez Mauleón and Ramón González Ruiz



Table of contents 

chapter 12

Towards a description of Spanish and Italian diminutives within

the NSM framework 331

Angela Bartens and Niclas Sandström

Index of primes (by language) 361

Index of primes and allolexes (alphabetical) 363

Index of concepts 367

Index of names 373




	Table of contents
	Table of contents

