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To facilitate the reading of this volume by making it completely independent, 
I reproduce here “Abbreviations and Notations,” given in Vol. 1, pp. xvii–xix, 
and in Vol. 2, pp. xiii–xvi.

Abbreviations and Notations

A or Adj adjective
-A actant
-Ai(L) i-th actant of the lexical unit L
ACC accusative (grammeme of case)
ACT active (grammeme of voice)
Adv adverb
AgCo agentive complement
Anaph- anaphoric
ART article or any other determiner
AUX auxiliary verb
C in昀氀ectional category C
C(w) in昀氀ectional category C expressed in wordform w
Comm- communicative
Comm-Dom- communicatively dominant (node)
ConceptR Conceptual Representation
Conj conjunction
CONJ conjunctive (grammeme of mood)
D- deep
DAT dative (grammeme of case)
DEF de昀椀nite (grammeme of de昀椀niteness)
DirO Direct Object
DMorphR Deep-Morphological Representation
DMorphS Deep-Morphological Structure
DSyntA Deep-Syntactic Actant
DSyntR Deep-Syntactic Representation
DSyntS Deep-Syntactic Structure
E (linguistic) expression E
ECD Explanatory Combinatorial Dictionary
f lexical function f
f(L) application of lexical function f to lexical unit L
FIN 昀椀nite verb (grammeme of 昀椀nitude)
FUT future (grammeme of tense)
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G grammeme G
G(L) the syntactic Governor of L
GER gerund (grammeme of 昀椀nitude)
GP Government Pattern
iff if and only if
IMPER imperative (grammeme of mood)
IMPERF imperfective (grammeme of aspect)
IND indicative (grammeme of mood)
INDEF inde昀椀nite (grammeme of de昀椀niteness)
IndirO Indirect Object
INF in昀椀nitive (grammeme of 昀椀nitude)
L lexical unit L
L(‘X’) lexical unit L expressing the meaning ‘X’
L ̃ lexical con昀椀guration (= phrase) whose syntactic head is the lexical 

unit L
L language L

LF lexical function
LU lexical unit 
lit. literal gloss
Morph- morphological
MTT Meaning-Text theory
MV Main Verb
N noun
NON-DEF non-de昀椀nite (grammeme of de昀椀niteness)
Num numeral
OBJ objectival (marker)
OBL oblique (grammeme of case)
OBV obviative (grammeme of obviation)
PART participle (grammeme of 昀椀nitude)
PASS passive (grammeme of voice)
PAST past (grammeme of tense)
PERF perfect(ive) (grammeme of aspect)
Phon- phonic
PL plural (grammeme of number)
Prep preposition
PRES present (grammeme of tense)
PROGR progressive (grammeme of aspect)
Pros- prosodic
PROX proximate (grammeme of obviation)
Q underlying question
R rule
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R rheme
-R representation
-Rel relation
RhF rhematic focus
S sentence S
S̅ syntactic structure of sentence S
‘S̅’ semantic structure of sentence S
S- surface
Σx the syntactics of linguistic sign X
‘σ’ semanteme ‘σ’
‘σ̃’ con昀椀guration ‘σ̃’ of semantemes
SAE Standard Average European (languages)
Sem- semantic
SemA semantic actant
SemR Semantic Representation
SemS Semantic Structure
SG singular (grammеme of number)
SIT(L) situation denoted by the LU L
SMT Semantics: From Meaning to Text, i.e., the  present book
Speaker the main participant of a speech act (= ‘I’)
SUB subjectival (marker)
SUBJ subjective (grammeme of case) /subjunctive (grammeme of mood)
Synt- syntactic 
T theme
U utterance U
w wordform w
˹L1 L2 … Ln˺ idiom consisting of lexemes L1, L2, …, Ln

// x x is a fused element of the value of an LF
‘X’ the meaning/the signi昀椀ed of the sign X
‘|[X]|’ presupposition ‘X’
‘x’ communicatively dominant meaning ‘x’ 
(‘X’) optional semantic actant ‘X’
[‘X’] semantic actant ‘X’ that is not  syntactically expressible as a direct 

dependent of its Sem-Governor
{‘X’} semantic actant ‘X’ that is represented by an instantiated variable
/X/ the signi昀椀er of the sign X
*X ungrammatical expression X
?X questionable expression X
#X pragmatically unacceptable expression X
{Xi} set of elements Xi

〈x, y, z, ...〉 ordered set of elements x, y, z, ...
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x 〈y〉 y is a variant of x
X ≡ Y / X ≅ Y X and Y that belong to the same level of linguistic representation are 

equivalent/approximate ly equivalent
X ⇛ Y X semantically implies Y
X ⇔ Y X of a particular level of linguistic representation corresponds to Y 

of a higher level
⊃, ⊂ / ∩  set-theoretical inclusion / intersection
Λ the empty set

Printing conventions

Lightface italics :   cited linguistic forms

Boldface roman :   linguistic signs

CAPITAL LETTERS : names of lexical units

SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS :   names of grammemes, such as PL, IND, PRES, COMPAR, etc.

Helvetica :   technical terms on their 昀椀rst mention and in the contexts where 
it seems important to insist on their terminological character

Courier :   names of lexical functions

Apple Chancery :   names of Sem-Comm-values

 :   indicates an important passage—a paragraph where an essen-
tial idea is formulated

 :   indicates a formal de昀椀nition or a statement of a similar type
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