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This book celebrates the academic work by Raymond Hickey on the occasion of
his sixty-fifth birthday in June 2019. In Ray’s long and productive career he has
developed far-reaching research interests as shown in his large number of publica-
tions, including twenty-one authored or edited books (as of August 2018) such as
the monographs A Sound Atlas of Irish English (Mouton de Gruyter 2004), Dublin
English. Evolution and Change (John Benjamins 2005) and Irish English. History
and Present-Day Forms (CUP 2007), as well as several edited volumes including
the Handbook of Language Contact (Blackwell 2010), Eighteenth-Century English.
Ideology and Change (CUP 2010), Standards of English (CUP 2012), Researching
Northern English (John Benjamins 2015), Listening to the Past (CUP 2016) and
Sociolinguistics in Ireland (Palgrave 2016) and many more articles and book chap-
ters. Almost all of these publications are thematically linked by the overarching
topic of language variation leading to language change and in particular language
change in English.

The response to the invitation to contribute to this book was overwhelmingly
positive by academic companions who had worked with Ray on projects over the
course of time. It became clear that this book on processes of language change in
English would be best organized into two parts: Part One investigates language
change in Late Modern English while Part Two deals with language change in
Present-Day English. The project took longer than anticipated but we are thank-
ful for the support of the editors of the series Studies in Language Variation, Paul
Kerswill, Peter Auer and Frans Hinskens, as well as the patience of the contrib-
utors. A word of thanks goes to the reviewers who provided valuable feedback
and to Birgit Hickey, who was always approachable and was pulling strings in the
background.

Sandra Jansen and Lucia Siebers
September 2018






	Acknowledgements
	Acknowledgements

