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The SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY OF THE
LANGUAGE SCIENCES (ICHOLS VI) was held on the Campus of Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C., from Monday 9 to Saturday 14 August 1993,
under the auspices of the School of Languages and Linguistics and Dean James
E. Alatis.

Special thanks are due to Dr. Alatis whose sponsorship facilitated signifi-
cantly the conference preparations and their implementation and-also proved very
helpful during the laborious road toward the completion of this volume.
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engages in organizing conferences and doing follow-up work, chores which
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preciate very much the help I received from many offices and numercus col-
leagues in many departments.
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ideal conditions it is hardly possible to have such a large number of papers in-
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the John Benjamins Publishing Company for continuing their tradition of pub-
lishing the ICHOLS Proceedings and for their willingness to agree to the size
of the present volume.

The selection of the papers, as everyone can imagine, is a crucially important
activity. It is not only difficult and very time-consuming, but it also places a
heavy responsibility on the shoulders of those principally involved. I am very
happy to say that I received invaluable help from the Intemnational Editorial
Advisory Committee who read and thoroughly evaluated each of the papers
submitted. In arriving at my final decision the findings of E.F. Konrad Koemer,
John E. Joseph, and Anders Ahlqvist carried a very heavy weight indeed.

All those who know Konrad Koerner do also know that he is a veritable
powerhouse of information concerning all aspects of linguistic historiography
and of the complicated process of preparing manuscripts for publication. What
is more, he also excels by a truly unlimited readiness to share his knowledge in
that he responds with unmatchable speed and efficiency to any number of calls
for assistance. No request is too small nor too large for him to initiate immediate
action. I am truly grateful for his unfailing support and cooperation.
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Proofreading is a never-ending task. As on the occasion of previous en-
deavors of a similar nature, I have made it a point to get as many colleagues and
students actively involved as I possibly could. First and foremost I would like
to express my appreciation to the contributors for their great help in overcoming
the hurdles of distance and, concomitantly, of preoccupation with countless
professional duties most likely to be more pressing for them than to respond to
my frequent requests for additional information and probings into matters that
in my opinion needed further attention, over and above their general proof-
reading chores. I consider myself fortunate to have had the privilege of enjoying
the full support and cooperation of colleagues of such exceptional credentials.

Furthermore, I am very happy to have succeeded in securing the expert help
of my colleague and friend Peter Schmitter. He read the papers when they were
almost in camera-ready form, and I am grateful for his valuable suggestions that
by far transcended the level of proofreading.

My colleagues of the German Department and our Graduate students were
also asked to chip in and proofread individual papers. To no surprise of mine,
the response was most gratifying. I very much appreciate the help I received.

Special thanks are due to Jason Owens, Ph. D. student of German, already
known to all conference participants as the omnipresent, efficient conference
assistant, for having read all 32 papers after the general proofreading activities
had been concluded. His painstaking efforts were very much worthwhile.

Preparing camera-ready copy requires a great deal of hard work, technical
skill and sheer tenacious perseverance, on the part of the authors themselves as
well as, to an even larger extent, the numerous student helpers working in my
office. Of those who spent countless hours under my watchful eyes impressing
upon the computer the need for producing an acceptable final version, Alberto
Pérez must be singled out specifically, since his contribution was most extensive
and most substantial, which is gratefully acknowledged.

Almost all of the time I myself sank into the project — from conference
preparations to the completion of the Proceedings — came from time which
otherwise I would have devoted to my family. I owe an enormous debt of
gratitude to my wife Ellen for her unbelievable patience and unwavering support.
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