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Preface & Acknowledgments

The idea for this book was first conceived around 2001 at the end of my doctoral
studies, and grew out of an earlier interest in grammatical gender. A great many
people have helped me along the way with my present work and other related
projects. In particular, I would like to thank (in alphabetical order): Karen Adams,
Alexandra Aikhenvald, Michael Barany, Wallace Chafe, Michael Cysouw, Ives
Goddard, Mike Hornsby, Brian D. Joseph, John E. Joseph, Chris Koops, Regine
Koroma, Maarten Kossmann, Marianne Mithun, Michael Silverstein, Joseph
Subbiondo, Yishai Tobin, Peter Trudgill, Ljuba Veselinova and Richard Vinson.

I would especially like to thank Ellen Contini-Morava and my wife Anna
Kilarska for reading the entire draft of this book and offering helpful comments
and suggestions. I also appreciate the constructive comments, questions, examples
and references suggested by two anonymous reviewers and E. Wyn Roberts.

I am also grateful to Patrick Conlon, Piotr Jopkiewicz, Carita Klippi, Marcin
Overgaard Ptaszynski, Ben Paflin, Elzbieta Roguszczak and Richard Vinson for
their help with the translation of Danish, French, German and Latin quotations.
Very special thanks are due to the Editor of the series, E. E K. Koerner, for solicit-
ing the anonymous reports on an earlier draft as well as his careful attention to
detail and encouragement during the preparation of the final version of the book.

In addition to my home base, the Faculty of English at Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan, research on this project was conducted in 2005-2006 as part
of a Fulbright grant at the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, in 2006-2007
at the University of Surrey, Guildford, and during the summers of 2007 through
2010 at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. I appreciate the assistance of sev-
eral colleagues at these institutions, especially Katarzyna Dziubalska-Kotaczyk,
Piotr Gasiorowski, Przemystaw Kaszubski, Joseph Kuhn, Melissa Axelrod,
Greville Corbett, Daniel Rubin and Sarah Thomason. My special thanks go to the
Interlibrary Loan staff at the University of New Mexico for their help in locating
many of the items in the bibliography.

Poznan, Poland, 1 August 2013
M.K.
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