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PREFACE 

This book evolved out of my 1988 UCLA dissertation. The main ideas about subjectivity 
and the speaker's epistemological perspective have not changed, but much has been 
revised in order to make the discussion clearer. I have also been able to carry out 
additional research, the results of which are included in the present book. 

I would like to thank with deepest respect two people without whom I would not 
have been able to start this project, much less finish it. John Hinds, my first teacher of 
linguistics more than ten years ago, introduced me to the field of discourse analysis with 
great generosity, energy and enthusiasm. I am very fortunate to have been his student, 
and he has come to be one of my closest friends. 

Sandra Thompson, who is dearly loved by all her friends and students, always 
found time to talk with me when I needed her help and advice. I have valued her 
consistent encouragement and friendship as a precious jewel. 

I would also like to thank the following people for their comments, encouragement 
and help: Noriko Akatsuka,     Sang Lee, Pat Clancy, Pamela Downing, Polly 
Szatrowski, Paul Hopper, Bob Kirsner, and Susan Strauss. 

In the last year of this book's preparation, I worked as a visiting scholar at the 
Japanese Studies Center, Thammasat University, Thailand. I am grateful to the Japan 
Foundation for its financial support and to the Thai colleagues and staff for their warm 
support. 

Finally I want to thank Phensri, my wife, who continuously presents fresh 
perspectives on many things. Without her, my work and life are without sparkle. 
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