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Preface

�e study described in the present monograph was undertaken as a PhD project 

conducted under a contract for joint supervision between Université catholique de 

Louvain (Institut Langage & Communication) and Universität Hildesheim (Institut 

für Informationswissenscha� und Sprachtechnologie).

I am deeply indebted to my supervisor Professor Sylviane Granger for being a 

source of in�nite support throughout this study. Not only did she provide invaluable 

feedback on my thesis, but has been a true inspiration to continually improve my 

work. On a more personal note, I would like to thank her for her concern, for en-

couraging me to move on whenever I felt stuck, or to slow down when the workload 

seemed overwhelming. I would also like to thank my supervisor Professor Ulrich 

Heid for feedback and di�erent perspectives on my work, and, in particular, for 

encouragement when I �rst came up with the plan for my PhD project. I would 

like to thank Professor Gaëtanelle Gilquin, Professor Fanny Meunier and Professor 

Friedrich Lenz for acting as members of the supervisory panel and of the jury, 

Professor Jonas Kuhn acting as a member of the supervisory panel, Professor Alex 

Boulton and Professor Michel Francard for acting as members of the jury.

I am grateful to the whole CECL team at Louvain-la-Neuve for making me 

feel at home even though my visits had to be infrequent. Special thanks are due to 

Dr Yves Bestgen and Dr Magali Paquot for their input on statistical analysis. At IMS 

Stuttgart, I would like to thank Anita Ramm and Boris Haselbach for accompanying 
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 – �e teachers who organized the whereabouts of data collection;

 – �e parents who agreed to let their children participate in this study;

 – All 426 participants, who underwent no less than four hours of testing and 

essay writing for no more than a symbolic reward.
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As little funding was available for this study, I am grateful for support from the 
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Last but not least, I would like to thank my family and my true friends for uncon-

ditional support of my decisions.
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