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Foreword and tabula gratulatoria

Dan Dinnsen’s long and illustrious career has spanned many facets of phonology 
and language acquisition and has in�uenced researchers in a number of disci-
plines. �e wide variety of topics in this volume (including, among others, both 
�rst and second language acquisition, minority dialects, children with cochlear 
implants, genetics, prosody, theoretical phonology, and cross-linguistic typology) 
attest to the broad impact of his research.

Dinnsen’s in�uence is not simply limited to his research, however. He has men-
tored dozens of students and has taught thousands. He encouraged, supported, and 
pushed his students to do their best. As a mentor, he was always available to answer 
a question, give advice, or listen to a rant about the futility of a research topic (and 
then, of course, to argue otherwise). As a teacher, he was highly respected and had a 
reputation for being tough but funny and fair. From his impressions of Kermit the 
Frog to his �anksgiving-time analogies between phonology and turkeys to his sto-
ries about unwittingly frightening parents when he diagnosed their children with 
“terminal devoicing,” he always managed to remind his students and mentees that as 
a discipline, phonology can be entertaining. His reminder that “nobody dies if a 
linguist is wrong” encouraged students to take chances and think for themselves.

�is volume is a tribute to Dan’s well-deserved retirement and a testament to 
his well-deserved reputation. It is also a thank-you, from the bottom of our hearts, 
for all the time and energy he has poured into our development as students and 
colleagues over the years. So thanks, Dan, for everything – we hope this volume 
does you justice.

Finally, we’d also like to extend our thanks to a number of people who helped 
make this volume possible, including Philip Combiths, Peter Flipsen, Heather 
Goad, Matthew Gordon, Jill Hoover, Michael Marlo, Andrew Nevins, Elgustus 
Polite, Tom Shannon, Laura Catharine Smith, Carol Stoel-Gammon, Anne- Michelle 
Tessier, and Steven Weinberger.

Ashley & Jessica
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�e following students, colleagues, and friends wish to congratulate Dan on his 
retirement. All have bene�tted greatly from his mentorship and collegiality. Of 
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course, this list represents only a small fraction of the individuals whose careers 
and lives have been in�uenced by Dan – apologies go out to those whom we were 
unable to contact.

Þóra Birna Ásgeirsdóttir Jeannette S. Leonard
Julie Auger Ania Łubowicz
Karen Baertsch Paul A. Luce
Eric Baković Joshua Lumsden
R. Joe Campbell Michael R. Marlo
Nancy J. Caplow Nikole Miller
Jan Charles-Luce John McCarthy
Cynthia G. Clopper Paul Newman
Andries W. Coetzee Samuel Obeng
Kathleen Currie Hall Tom Perry
Phil J. Connell �omas W. Powell
Cynthia Core Marwa Ragheb
Kenneth de Jong Heather Rice
Markus Dickinson Rebecca Ronquest
Michael Dow �omas F. Shannon
Mary Elbert Gerald Sanders
Marilyn Estep B. Devan Steiner
Leah Fabiano-Smith Nola Stephens
Peter Flipsen Jr. Carol Stoel-Gammon
Steven Franks Holly Storkel
Leslie Gabriele Anne-Michelle Tessier
Heather Goad Kathryn Tippetts
Matt Goldrick Mike Trimble
Mike Hammond Melissa Troyer
Nicholas Henriksen Barbara Vance
Larry Humes Mark VanDam
Steliana Ivanova Marc van Oostendorp
Daniel Karvonen Michael S. Vitevitch
Yoshihisa Kitagawa �omas J. Walsh
Kassim Kone Tania Zamuner
Sandra Kuebler Suzanne Martin Ziemer
Laurence B. Leonard
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