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Preface

On May 21–24, 2009, we held the �rst conference on L2 processing and parsing at 

Texas Tech University (Lubbock, Texas, USA). Over a hundred scholars gathered 

to present and/or hear some of the latest research on this cutting edge �eld in SLA. 

Keynote speakers included David Birdsong, Harald Clahsen, Alan Ju�s, Michael  

Sharwood Smith, and Bill VanPatten, and special colloquia were organized by Paola E. 

Dussias, Gretchen Sundermann, and Andrew P. Farley. �is volume is an outgrowth of 

that conference and represents a selected and edited set of papers exemplifying some 

of the outstanding research presented on that weekend.

The conference organizers (Bill VanPatten, Andrew P. Farley, Jill Jegerski, 

and Eileen Lock) are indebted to the many participants, keynoters, and colloquia  

organizers – and are especially thankful for the generous support of Texas Tech  

University, especially the Department of Classical and Modern Languages and Litera-

tures, the College of Arts and Sciences, and the Vice-president’s O�ce for Research. 

We also thank the many volunteers (students and sta�) who helped to ensure a smooth 

running conference.

As editors, we owe big thanks to various reviewers who read earlier versions of 

the chapters contained in this volume. We also wish to express our sincere gratitude 

to Harald Clahsen and Lydia White, the series editors, for their help in getting this 

volume accepted. �anks are also due to Cornelis “Kees” H.J. Vaes, publisher for 

John Benjamins, who originally met with us and encouraged us to send the volume 

to him. We would also like to thank Martine van Marsbergen and all the sta� at John 

Benjamins who saw this project through its production phases. Finally, we thank our 

friends and loved ones who support us in all of our professional endeavors.
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