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Acknowledgment and preface

�e editors of this volume conducted a research group on the Emergence of Modern 
Hebrew at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem’s Mandel Scholion Research Center 
in the Humanities and Jewish Studies during the years 2013–2016. �is volume 
contains papers based on lectures given at the concluding conference of the group 
Language Contact, Language Continuity and Change in the Emergence of Modern 
Hebrew in July 2016. We wish to thank the Mandel Scholion Center, and in particu-
lar, its academic head, Professor Daniel R. Schwartz, for encouraging us to embark 
on this project, which paved the way to signi�cant dialogue between theoretical 
linguists and Hebraists. �e Center, its academic members and administrative sta�, 
provided us with optimum conditions for carrying out the research. �e stimulating 
intellectual environment with its multi-disciplinary encounters made the Center 
a wonderful academic home for three productive years, for which we are grateful.

Shortly before this book went to press, our colleague Edit Doron passed away.  
�is book is in many ways a realization of her passion to understand the unique 
phenomenon of Hebrew re-emerging as a spoken language.  Her vision was to bring 
the special case of Hebrew to the attention of scholars working on language contact 
and change and to bring the insights of these scholars to bear on the understand-
ing of the revival of spoken Hebrew. Indeed, she was the driving force behind this 
volume, which is dedicated to her memory. She is already sorely missed.

 Jerusalem, May 2019
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