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Preface

�ere are a number of people who helped to shape the present work. �is book 
would have been impossible to complete or even contemplate without the gener-
ous native speakers of Wolof that I have worked with, both in the United States and 
Senegal. I have been extremely lucky to have Mariame Sy as my Wolof teacher, fel-
low graduate student, language consultant, and friend. At the University of 
Kansas, I have been fortunate to work with Khady Tamba. In Dakar, my non 
linguist language consultants Seynabou Ndoye and Mustapha Djigo carefully con-
sidered all of the Wolof data that I asked them about, sent me in new directions 
with their insights, and cheerfully sat through hours of elicitation. Many thanks go 
to the Sy family for their great hospitality, enormous help with the logistics of my 
stays in Senegal, and for only speaking to me in Wolof, even when it might have 
been easier to do otherwise. I am also grateful to Omar Ka and Fallou Ngom, who 
have supplied valuable cross dialectal data. I thank you all for sharing your 
language with me. 

Hilda Koopman provided invaluable feedback on almost every topic and ana-
lytical approach in this book. Comments, questions, and challenges from Ivano 
Caponigro, Leston Buell, Jason Kandybowicz, Dominique Sportiche, and Tim 
Stowell on a number of subparts of this book have improved it greatly. �e book 
has bene�tted in innumerable ways from discussions with: Adam Albright, José 
Alemán Bañón, Khalaf Al Shammiry, Jon Co�ee, Robert Fiorentino, Alison 
Gabriele, Allard Jongman, Sok-Ju Kim, Gregory Kobele, Jongil Kwon, Haiyong 
Liu, Pedro Mateo Pedro, Sara Rosen, Craig Sailor, Joan Sereno, Gianluca Storto, Jie 
Zhang. In putting together the �nal version of this volume, I owe a special debt of 
gratitude to Leston Buell, who spent many hours going over every page with a �ne 
toothed comb. I also extend much proofreading gratitude to Jon Co�ee and Sok-Ju 
Kim. I thank William and Dorothy Torrence, Sonjia Torrence Gordon, Michael 
Baker, Stephen Berry, and Chuck Mobley for their indirect, though constant sup-
port for the research endeavors encapsulated in this book and their inadvertent 
grammaticality judgments, which also appear here. I also thank audiences who 
heard and commented on parts of the material in this book at UCLA, University 
of Kansas, University of Milan-Bicocca, UC San Diego, Leiden University, 31st 



	 �e Clause Structure of Wolof Insights into the Le� Periphery

Annual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society, 4th GLOW Asia, and the 
32nd, 35th, and 38th Annual Conferences on African Linguistics. At Benjamins, I 
would like to thank Werner Abraham, Elly van Gelderen, and an anonymous re-
viewer for their comments on the manuscript and Kees Vaes for his assistance in 
making the publication of this book such a smooth process. 
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